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www.IanAngus.ca
Ph.902-876-1015

Call today for 
a FREE 

Market  Analysis

“Your Local REALTOR   ”

Thinking of buying
or 

selling a home?

Truly Local 
Company

Email Money Transfer

Proud to support local business
through exemplary service and knowledge

Upper Tantallon 902.820.8000 Hammonds Plains 902.835.5000
bluenoseaccounting.com

Please consider helping a child by making a donation or becoming involved
www.canadiantire.ca/jumpstart ‘Like’ us on Facebook Canadian Tire-Tantallon

TANTALLON
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Automotive Service Centre, Hammonds Plains
2074 Hammonds Plains Road   (902) 835-7691 

Tire rebates are here!  
Let us help you find the right tire for your driving needs. We are more than just tires

Other services include: brakes, diagnostic, exhaust, alignments, oil change, 
suspension & Krown rust protection

Give us a call to book your appointment

WILLOWBRAE ACADEMY
1714 St.Margaret’s Bay Road,Timberlea

Licensed Childcare Center
4 Months to 12 Years

4003admin@willowbraechildcare.com
902-499-8769

Where Children Come to Grow!

Conveniently off Exit 3 on Hwy 103

See story and more photos on page 8

A mother and her daughter survey damage at Queensland Beach

Your health Our priority.
Unit 2, 3622 Hammonds Plains Rd.
(902) 820-0392 
 

I want a pharmacist 
who takes my  
needs to heart.

We 
hear you.

HRM Regional Council voted 
unanimously on December 12th to 
offi cially change the boundaries 
for Lucasville, restoring them to 
the ones established in the 1800s 
by Black Loyalists.

The vote also established the 
new boundaries for Hammonds 
Plains, Upper Hammonds Plains 
and Stillwater Lake.

HRM Councillor Lisa Blackburn, 
representing Lucasville, told the 

Masthead News, “HRM staff 
was asked directly if there would 
be any change other than the 
community name.

“The answer was no.
“Kids will still be in the same 

school district, mail will still go 
to the same community mailbox, 
garbage will still be picked up 
on the same day, and the same 
company will still plow their 
streets.’

“The only noticeable difference 
will  be the big blue signs 
announcing the community.”

Those signs (Welcome to our 
Community)  will soon be erected 
at the Hammonds Plains Road, the 

Lucasville Road Intersection, and 
where the Lucasville Road crosses 

NEVER Under Estimate the 
Power of Water and Wind!
Damage to Queensland Beach Overwhelming

When Marlane Campbell’s 
phone rang on the evening of 
January 3rd, she said, “That’ll 
either be my friend or it will be 
Bay Treasure Chest!”

Her husband answered the 
phone, handed it to her and said, 
“It’s Bay Treasure Chest.”

“Of course, I thought he was 
joking,” Marlane says. “So I was 
a little shocked to learn it actually 
was Bay Treasure Chest.  And 
to think I almost forgot to play 
that week,” she added. “I played 
on my way to the gym the night 
before.”

Exercise and money…not a bad 
start to the new year!

The Hubley resident won 

Marlane’s Jest when Phone Rang Became 
Reality

$16,879 with her number 3467.
Funds will help her son with his 

Information Technology studies 

at NSCC and help pay for the 
Eastern Caribbean cruise she’s 

Story con’t on page 2

Luke Ruitenberg, who was 
named to the 2017-18 National 
Sailing Team last year, is headed 
south for further training and 
competition.

Luke, who is from the Head of 
St. Margaret’s Bay, is eyeing the 
Olympics.

He is starting his Winter 
Campaign in Miama, Florida, 

Ruitenberg Training for Further 
Olympic Competit ion for 
Canada

Story con’t on page 3

and then travels to the Gulf Coast 
of Florida for the Mid-Winters 
in Clearwater, on to Mexico, and 
then to Palma De Majorca, Spain, 
where he will compete again on 
the international stage in the Laser 
Olympic Class.

Luke returned home to St. 
Margaret’s Bay in time for 

Lucasville Boundaries Go Back to Originals Established 
in 1800s By Keith Ayling
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the Sackville River near Hefler’s 
Lumber Yard.

Councilor Matt  Whitman 
added, “I’m pleased with the 
unanimous support.  This vote 
was not only about Lucasville, 
but also Hammonds Plains, Upper 
Hammonds Plains and Stillwater 
Lake.”

Former HRM Councillor and 
now MLA Brad Johns was also 
given credit for his efforts to 
change the Lucasville boundary.

The boundary changes were 

presented to HRM Council by 
Gayle MacLean, Halifax’s civic 
addressing coordinator, who noted 
that polling districts may change 
in the years to come, but municipal 
servies will remain the same.

She also said that Canada Post 
would forward any mail sent to a 
present postal code address to the 
new one, if changed, free of charge 
for a year (about 500 people living 
in the area formally known as 
Hammonds Plains to Lucasville 

will see their mailing addresses 
change).

The current boundaries were 
put in pace in 1996 when Halifax 
amalgamated with the surrounding 
communities to form the Halifax 
Regional Municipality.

T h i s  w a s  d o n e  w i t h o u t 
consulting the Lucasville African-
Nova Scotian community and it 
wasn’t until now that the boundary 
was corrected after a long effort by 
citizens of the community. 

going on in February.
When Neil Everton of Tantallon 

got the winner’s call on December 
20th, he seemed laid back about his 
winnings of $9,054 with number 
21588, says Bay Treasure Chest’s 
(BTC) Fred Dolbel.

Marlane’s Jest when Phone Story con’t from page 1
“His wife, Halina (St. James), 

did all the jumping around and 
the screaming for the both of 
them,” Fred says, noting that when 
asked if he had any plans for his 
winnings, Neil’s quick response 
was, “Not immediately but I 
haven’t spoken to my wife yet.”

To be fair, Halina “got him into 
it in the first place,” says Neil.

“It’s the first time I’ve won 
anything in 69 years,” he adds, 
saying that he’s breaking his 
duck—a British cricket expression 
that means to do something for the 

first time.
“I’m on a roll!”
Will he play again?
“You bet.  It’s a good project. 

Nice to win; also nice to give back 
to the community.”

Brian Murphy, for his part, said 
his winnings of $18,468 with 
number 13960 on December 13th 
allowed him to be “a little more 
charitable over the Christmas 
season.

“You never know when it’s 
your day to win,” says the Upper 
Tatallon resident.

Brian Murphy (centre), stands with Denis Dineen, owner of Delish Fine 
Foods, where Brian played his toonie, and Aunchalee Dowell from 
Thailand, who recently became a Canadian citizen.

Neil Everton (left) with BTC’s Fred Dolbel at Redmond’s Hardware.

Unicorn  Thea t re  inv i tes 
everyone who loves Charlie 
Brown, Snoopy and company to 
come along to the Bay Community 
Centre and enjoy Unicorn’s annual 
Valentine’s Breakfast Theatre on 
February 10th at 9:30 a.m.

For $5.00 you get a delicious 
p a n c a k e  b r e a k f a s t  a n d  a 
heartwarming show, “Valentine’s 

Unicorn’s Annual Breakfast 
Theatre Coming Up on February 
10th

Breakfast with Snoopy”, which 
consists of a number of little 
plays about Valentine’s Day and 
friendship, based on “You’re a 
Good Man, Charlie Brown” and 
the Peanuts comic strip.

Reservations are essential.
To reserve  p lease  emai l 

info@unicorntheatre.ca or call 
the theatre at 902-857-2121.

Did you know the most common time for a couple 
to get engaged is between Christmas Eve and New 
Year’s Day?

Now that it’s January, wedding planning is likely 
to have commenced.

In the event that you are newly engaged or have a 
son, daughter, relative or friend who is, there are so 
many exciting things ahead.

Many people leave the law outside of this time of 
celebration and planning, but the following are a few 
ways a lawyer at Kennedy Schofield Lawyers may be 
able to help you:

1) Wills—A little known fact about marriage is that, 
in Nova Scotia, marriage automatically revokes any 
previous will a person had in place unless the will 
expressly states it was made in contemplation of 
marriage.  If your will was not made in contemplation 
of marriage, once you are married, you will need a new 
will or you will need to update your existing will.

2)    Cohabitation Ageement/Marriage Contract—
Commonly known as a pre-nuptial agreement, the 
agreement between you and your partner will identify 
assets that will be retained by each of you in the event 
of separation.  This agreement is for couples planning 
to get married, but also for couples planning to live 
together without getting married.

While many individuals do not like the idea of 
talking about separation, especially at the beginning 
of a relationship, having an open discussion about 
individual finances can be helpful for your relationship, 
and identify your joint priorities.

It’s important to note that the agreements are not just 
about separation.  For example, the agreement can also 
state your wishes that your common law partner has a 
right to reside at your home for a period of time that 
you specify after your death.

3)   Adding your Spouse on Title to your Property—
Upon marriage, both spouses will have an interest in 
the matrimonial home, even if only one spouse is listed 
on title on the property.  To formally add your spouse 
to title can be done by deed.  Through the deed you can 
list him or her as a joint tenant and this will enable the 
property to go directly to your spouse on your death and 
the property would not have to go through probate.

If you would like assistance with one of the items 
discussed above, or any other legal issue you may have, 
please contact Kennedy Schofield Lawyers by calling 
902-826-9140 and we will be happy to help you.

All the best in 2018!

This article is meant to offer basic legal information and 
should not be relied upon for legal opinion. If you are uncertain 
about a particular situation, it is always best to seek the advice 
of a lawyer.
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902-826-2338
3650 Hammonds Plains Rd.

(Between Sobey’s and Goodlife Fitness)
www.smbphysio.com

Bringing quality Physiotherapy and Health 
Care treatments to the community for 
over 21 years: laser, manual therapy, 
acupuncture, active exercise and 
injury prevention programs.

 Physiotherapy
 Massage Therapy
 Orthotics
 Sport Medicine Bracing

Offering day & evening 
appointments
Monday to Friday. 
*We direct bill WCB
claims and most 
insurance companies.

Follow us on

The Masthead News is looking 
for people to submit true tales of 
how their gifts or loving actions 
have enthralled someone on 

Stories Sought for Valentine’s 
Day, 2018

Valentine’s Day -- anything that 
will make the heart swell and 
feel good.

The deadline is February 1st to 
submit stories and you can send 
them to  themastheadnews@aol.
com or to The Masthead News, 
P. O. Box 280, Hubbards, NS  
B0J 1T0.

Thank you.  We welcome your 
stories.

Ron Driskill
Editor/Publisher

Ruitenberg Training for Olympics
Christmas with his family, after a 
four-month stay in the Netherlands 
where he spent a semester studying 
in Rotterdam and training with the 
Dutch Sailing Team.

While abroad, Luke competed in 
Germany in the Laser U21 World 
Championships and the Laser 
Senior World Championships in 
Split, Croatia.

All of this preparation is 

Story con’t from page 1

necessary as Luke prepares for the 
World Championships in Aarhus, 
Denmark, where Canada has its 
first opportunity to qualify for the 
2010 Olympic Games in Tokyo.

If you wish, you can support 
Luke’s quest for the Olympics 
with an online tax deductible 
donation at www.windathletes.
ca/atheletes/luke-ruitenberg. 

Luke Ruitenberg

For everyone who regularly 
attends the Soup’s On event 
at Trinity United Church in 
Timberlea,  there is a change.

“We will now be holding Soup’s 
On events throughout the winter 
on the second last Wednesday 
of the month, rather than the last 
Wednesday of the month,” says a 
spokesperson. “It will always be 
at the same time, 11:30 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.

“Also, we have decided to add 
a storm date, which will always 
be the following day at the same 
time.”

This year the Soup’s On events 
will be on January 24th (storm 
date 25th), February 21st (storm 
date 22nd) and March 21st (storm 
date 22nd).

As always the meal will include 
a nourishing bowl of soup, 
crackers, a roll, a small sweet and 
tea or coffee.

Everybody is welcome--and 
bring a friend.

“We will be holding a free will 
offering and donations will go 
towards outreach efforts in our 
community,” says the church.

Soup’s On Event at Trinity United Church 
Changes Dates

If you know somebody who 
would like to go but has no 
transportation, or if you have any 

A photo of those who served soup last year.  From left to right are Yvonne 
Varner, Theresa Steele, Ray Steele, Helen McLeod, Nora Keefe, Donna 
Frail, Fran Hannay, John Buchanan and Marie Smith.

questions, you can call or text Jill 
at 902-329-0100.

ERROR IN AD
In the December issue of the 
Masthead News there appears a 
quarter page ad in color, on page 
12 by The Hearing Specialists.  
The ad looks fine until you read 
the part where it says “SPECIAL 
DECEMBER OFFER: 50% 
OFF HEARING AID…and then 
there’s nothing.  It should have 
read SPECIAL DECEMBER 
OFFER: 50% OFF HEARING 
AID BATTERIES.  The last 
word is missing.  The Masthead 
would like to apologize for the 
missing word, even though it 
appeared on our screen when 
we were designing the paper 
and on the screen of Advocate 

Printing, the firm that prints our 
newspaper.  Apparently, a glitch 
took place somewhere within 
the wonderful technology of 
our modern age, undiscernible  
to anyone until the newspaper 
was actually printed.  Kim at the 
Hearing Specialists says that the 
sale was only for December but 
appreciates everyone’s calls and 
business. 

Thank you very much.
Sincerely yours,
Ron Driskill
Editor/Publisher
The Masthead News

FEBRUARY is Wedding Month!
Do you have any funny or 

interesting stories to tell about your 
wedding or that of a friend/relative? 
If so, contact the Masthead News. 
We will want to run your story/idea 
in the February 7th issue of the paper. 
Deadline is January 31st.

9976 Peggy’s Cove Road
Hacketts Cove, N.S.

B3Z 3J3

 Enjoy breakfast, lunch, and dinner 
   with a beautiful view

 We offer a special Winter Menu

 Book our Event Room for parties 
   and special occasions

 Free Wifi for your convenience

“The Eyes and Ears of the Community!”
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902.789.9099

www.mattswain.ca

Matt Swain

“Home is the most important place in the world.”
www.viewpoint.ca/mattswain

 Meal Preparation

 Light Housekeeping

 Errands 

789-HELP(4357) 
www.kettlesandcare.ca

Companionship

Advertise 

your business 

Here!!

If you are not currently advertising, but would like to reach an 
audience of 19,100 homes and businesses in the Western HRM (Tan-
tallon, Hammonds Plains and St. Margaret’s Bay), as well as Chester, 
here is your chance!
GET INTO EVERY HOME AND EVERY BUSINESS IN 
THIS FASTEST GROWING AREA OF NOVA SCOTIA!

Minimum of 3 issues required at $45 each + HST. 

15,500

The Masthead News Business DirectoryThe Masthead News Business Directory

If you are not currently advertising, but would like to reach an audience 
of approximately 15,000 homes and businesses in the Western HRM (Tantallon, 

Hammonds Plains and St.Margaret’s Bay), as well as Chester, here is your chance!

Minimum of 3 issues required at $54.60 each + HST.

Dr. Kim McCarthy, Doctor of Audiology

Telephone: (902) 826-9712
Trust your hearing to the specialists

www.hearingspecialists.ca

Complete Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations
Hearing Instrument Cleaning & Adjustments

Authorized  Health Service Providers
Hearing Instrument Evaluations & Fittings

The

Specialists
Hearing

Jenna MacKay, M.Sc., Aud(C)Audiologist

Family . Corporate . Child Protection . Litigation Family . Corporate . Child Protection . Criminal . Litigation
Property . Wills & Estates . Personal Injury

Proud to support the Bay’s families and businesses.

kennedyschofi eld.ca    902-826-9140
St.Margaret’s Bay, NS

902-857-1755
We take pride in creating a comfortable home. Just for you.

 Paint Consultations  Complete Color Schemes
 Custom Window Treatments  Custom Manufacturing 
 Blinds & Shades  Upholstery & Slipcovers  Renovations
C h e r y l    w h i t e h o u s E
interior  decorator / owner

902.823.3026
info@carouselstudio.ca    www.carouselstudio.ca

902.789.9099

www.mattswain.ca

Matt Swain

“Home is the most important place in the world.”
www.viewpoint.ca/mattswain

Sunrise Window Cleaners

Residential   Commercial   High Rise

 Serving HRM for over 30 Years
876-7031

 Fully Insured  NSCSA  WCB

Hammonds Plains N.S.

Gutter Cleaning

sunrisewindowcl@ns.aliantzinc.ca

902-876-7031

HAROLD”S
SERVICE CENTRE 

TOWING & RECOVERY

TOWING
ASSOCIATION 

MEMBER

902-857-9604
Hwy # 3 Sims Settlement

Light Car Carrier Service  

DAVID ST. CLAIR BOND
BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR

Employment Law      Family Law

Wills and Estates    Personal Injury

General Litigation

902-858-3066    www.davidbondlaw.com

HEAD OF ST. MARGARET’S BAY

DAVID BOND

COULSTRINGS
AUTOMOTIVE & SMALL ENGINE

Providing Quality & Friendly 
Service Since 1993

29 Hubley Mill Lake Road
Upper Tantallon, N.S.

B3Z 1E7

(902)-826-2872

coulstringsrepair@gmail.com

Phone: 902-876-0904
info@benoitelectric.ca / www.benoitelectric.ca

Residential • Commercial 
• Renovations • Service Upgrades 

• Specialize in Rewiring of Older Homes 
• NS Power Certified ETS Installer 

• NS Power Service Provider

GET INTO NEARLY EVERY HOME AND BUSINESS IN THIS 
FASTEST GROWING AREA OF NOVA SCOTIA! 

Accessible and affordable door to door 
transportation.

Booking required 24 hours in advance

902-820-6600

Tantallon Pharmasave
Lose weight, improve your health and 

feel better about yourself!
Call Amy - your personal coach 

- for more information

Ask about our 
monthly specials

902-826-2161

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS
 Framing  Drywall  Paint
 Kitchens

 Baths
 Windows  Doors

 Flooring  Siding  Concrete

Serving HRM Area
BILL PRITCHARD 902-880-5365

billpritchard@hotmail.com Over 30+ years experience
ALL INQUIRIES WELCOME

• WCB covered and fully insured
• Journeyman carpenters
• Call today for a free estimate
• Decks, sheds, garages, new construction and renos

www.ivorycarpentry.ca

Snow
Plowing

MATHESON
Renovations, Custom Cabinetry 

& Fine Furniture

~ A Tradition Since 1908 ~

mathesonrenovations.com
902-580-0157

The Masthead News Service DirectoryThe Masthead News Service Directory

This Space 
Now Available

This Space 
Now Available
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What 
do you 
mean you 
don‛t advertise in 
The Masthead News?

I thought everybody did!

Will the Tax Changes 
for Small Businesses 
Impact Your Business?
Last year, the federal government announced 
proposed changes to the taxation of small 
businesses in Canada. It identified four specific 
areas to change and invited feedback from the 
public and interested stakeholders, most of 
whom were not overwhelmingly supportive. In 
response, the government subsequently 
announced that it was repealing two of the 
proposals and would only be targeting income 
splitting and passive corporate investments. 
Further details on the income splitting restrictions 
were released on December 13, 2017, and we can 
expect the passive corporate investment rules to 
be released in the upcoming federal budget.

The new income splitting rules will negatively 
impact the ability of business owners to split 
income with non-active family members. This 
news is especially bad for consultants and 
professional corporations such as physicians, 
dentists, accountants, lawyers, engineers, 
veterinarians, and architects. Though not yet 
released, the passive corporate investment rules 

will likely make corporate investing unattractive. 

How will these rules impact your ability to tax plan 
both for this year and for in the future (for 
retirement)?

Join Bluenose Accounting for a free informative 
workshop that will examine the implications 
of these rules and discuss options for adapting 
to the changes. There are strategies that can be 
implemented to reduce the impact that the rule 
changes will have on small businesses. 

Weather date is Thursday, February 8, at the same 
time and location.

Upper Tantallon 902.820.8000 Bedford 902.835.5000 bluenoseaccounting.com

FREE WORKSHOP
Feb 7th 6pm
Bluenose Accounting
1-13589 Peggy’s Cove Road
RSVP to Terry at 902.832.8000
or terry@bluenoseaccounting.com

Co-op students at Sir John A 
Macdonald High School donated 
$210 to the St. Margaret’s Bay 
Food Bank during December.

SJA Co-op Students Donate 
$210 to Food Bank

From left to right are Bill Penney (Co-op teacher), Kathy Boutilier (SMB 
Food Bank Director), and John Turnbull (Co-op teacher).

The students donated $5.00 
each in the name of SJA Co-op 
hosts.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

I was having a pretty good day 
until I read Ron Driskill’s piece, 
“Obituary To Just A Turtle”.

I knew where it was going as 
I was familiar with turtle death 
in Bridgewater.

In what direction are our 
youth heading when killing 
innocent creatures for fun and 
not food becomes a pastime?

The Johnny Cash song, 
“Folsum Prison Blues”, has a 
line in it, “But I shot a man in 
Reno, just to watch him die.”

That also resonates in the 
animal world.

T h i s  p a s t  s u m m e r,  a n 
acquaintance, Kim, told me of 
young boys beating turtles to 
death with whatever they could 
get their hands on, for fun, just 

to pass a summer’s day.
Where are the parents of these 

children, and what is the mindset 
in these family homes?

This is not hunting for food; this 
is senseless, mindless violence by 
mental morons who are augering 
for a life of crime due to an 
absence of conscience.

Killing animals for fun has roots 
in sociopathy.

So 10 years from now, or less, 
the parents of these heartless boys 
need not be shocked or outraged 
and certainly not surprised when 
they have to come up with bail 
money or pay legal fees for their 
miscreant adult child when he is 
charged with assault, battery, or 
worse, murder in a court of law.

This is where it begins--in 

youth.
And the question here is: 

Why do minor children have 
unsupervised access to 22 
caliber (pellet or BB) rifles to 
use as toys?

Shoot at cans, or bottles. 
Turtles are not for target 

practice.
The parents of these children 

should hang their heads in 
shame.

To protect these turtles, the 
Department of Natural Resources 
needs to relocate them to a 
habitat far away from the public, 
before another species makes it 
to the endangered list.

Theresa Covey
Chester, NS

Good Day Turns to Sad Day

This time of year always brings 
with it reflection on what was and 
could have been over the past 12 
months.

It offers a chance to weave plans 
for the new year and build on all 
we’ve accomplished, plus explore 
our potential for what could be.

`While some are hatching plans 
for change, others are working 
hard to resist that change.

For many Nova Scotians, 
we can’t shake the very real 
consequences of speaking out.

We carry the burden of upsetting 
the power dynamic that holds the 
status quo from shifting.

Yet, in Nova Scotia, that status 
quo has been progressing for the 
past 100 years, albeit at a snail’s 
pace.

The wind of change has never 
been as evident as it is right now.

As Nova Scotia unleashes a 
leadership race for the Progressive 
Conservative Party, it offers an 
exceptional opportunity for 
women to engage in politics and 
explore their ideas.

Yet, in speaking out and staking 
our ground as change makers, we 

A Personal Opinion Column by Pamela Lovelace
are further harassed and abused 
by those who benefit most from 
the status quo.

Our perspectives and ideas are 
turned against us as though we are 
the one’s distorting reality, without 
giving us the space to fully present 
our perspectives.

If there has even been an 
opportunity to shift the pendulum 
in Nova Scotia, it is now.

The progressive conservative 
party has the opportunity to 
change the rules of engagement by 
opening up the leadership election 
to one member, one vote.

A more open, inclusive and 
welcoming party invites women 
to participate fully.

W h i l e  J a m i e  B a i l l i e ’s 
replacement is considered, women 
in Nova Scotia will remember.

In 2018 we will celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of some 
women’s right to vote in Nova 
Scotia, and acknowledge the 
wrong committed to First Nations, 
black and immigrant women who 
were denied the right to participate 
in democracy.

It wasn’t until 1960 that all 
Canadian women were permitted 
the right to vote.

So, this year, we will strengthen 
our resolve to work harder to shift 
the balance of decision-making 
away from those who have held 
it far too long.

We will support women to run 
and celebrate those who offer so 
much of themselves to public 
service. We will continue to weave 
our plans for change.

We are, and always will be, at an 
exciting juncture in Nova Scotia.-
-a testament to the love her people 
have for the sea-bound coast.

Pamela Lovelace,
Hammonds Plains, NS

Pamela is Chair of Equal 
Voice, Nova Scotia Chapter, a 
bilingual, national, multi-partisan 
organization dedicated to electing 
more women.  She is completing 
her Master degree in Education 
at Mount Saint Vincent University 
in Halifax.

 Park-like setting
 Walk to school and beaches
 5 minutes to Hubbards
 15 minutes to Exit 5 

and Tantallon
Fully renovated duplexes 

and townhouses

3 bedroom units $850/month
4 bedroom units $950/month

For rental application please contact
millcovetenantinquiries@gmail.com

Live in Lovely 
Mill Cove Park

The Nova Scotia Sport Hall of 
Fame is looking for outstanding 
Nova Scotian sport individuals 
and groups.

If you know of someone whom 
you feel falls into that category, 
you can submit a nomination form 
by January 31, 2018.

The categories of nomination 
are atheletes/teams and builders.

Atheletes are individuals 
that have achieved the highest 
standards in their sport and have 
been retired from the highest level 
for at least three years.

Builders are individuals that 
have made or continue to make 

Outstanding Nova Scotians 
Being Sought for Sport Hall of 
Fame

significant contributions to the 
sporting community.

Teams are groups of men and 
women who have reached national 
and international prominence.

The public and sport governing 
b o d i e s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s p o r t 
organizations, can nominate 
anyone they believe fill the 
criteria.

Nominations are reviewed by 
a provincial selection panel and 
committee, made up of outstanding 
sports-minded individuals from all 
across the province.

For information and forms, 
write to www.nsshf.com
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True community partnership is 
at work in Tantallon.

The Bay Grandmothers and 
Community Sti tchers came 
together on Thursday, December 
23rd, with the Red Scarf Campaign 
to raise awareness about the 
ongo ing  AIDS  pandemic . 
 December 1st was World AIDS 
Day and the Bay Grandmothers 
met with other metro Grandmother 
groups at the Community Booth in 
Scotia Square to shine a light on 
the pandemic which has raged on 
for over 30 years.

Each day there are 5,000 new 
infections (1.8 million in 2016).

Despite anti-retroviral treatment, 
AIDS-related illness remains a 
leading cause  of death in Sub-
Saharan Africa, especially among 
young women and girls aged 15-
24 years.

Local Groups Join to Bring 
Attention to AIDS

The Bay Grandmothers started 
with seven grandmothers of St. 
Margaret’s Bay in 2007 to hold a 
fundraising luncheon.

Along with the 240 groups of 
Grandmothers across Canada, 
they have raised close to $26 
million since they began in 2006 
for the Stephen Lewis Foundation 
who work in solidarity with 
Grandmothers in 13 countries in 
Sub-Saharan Africa.

The Bay Grandmothers meet 
every second Tuesday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. at St. Luke’s 
Church and welcome new 
members anytime.

For further information, call 
902-876-2282.

The Community Stitchers started 
in 2005 by Debbie Bremner with 
11 members.

Approximately 70 women meet 

every Thursday morning through 
the fall and winter from 9:30 to 
noon at St. Luke’s Church.

New members who like to knit, 
crochet, quilt, weave, or any other 
form of needlework are always 
welcome.

This is an opportunity, too, to 
learn a new craft.

Besides needlecraft, there is 
time to socialize, meet new people, 
and make new friendships.

The Stitchers are passionate 
about their talents and generous at 
helping and encouraging others.

Together the women of this 
group made 60 red scarves.

Following the gathering at 
Scotia Square, the scarves were 
distributed to local, homeless 
shelters to warm people during 
Christmas.

A group shot of the Bay Grandmothers and Community Stitchers.

Grandmothers Linda Wills (left) and BJ Kirby stand with scarves knitted by the Community Stitchers.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

Having read Barry Zwicker’s 
letter of the December 6th, 2017 
edition of the Masthead News, I 
write to counter his arguments 
that the property assessment 
system should be turfed to the 
landfill and be replaced with an 
income-based, CRA administered 
program.

Responding to the arguments 
raised, the first is that one house 
does not use more services than 
another but assessment is based 
on property value not the services 
consumed, and is there unfair.

But the same argument could 
be made that all people enjoy 
municipal services (even visitors) 
and some will pay no income 
tax.

It has never been a user pay 
system and would not be so if 
based on income.

Then there is the argument that 
it would be cheaper to collect 
through the CRA.

While the annual cost of the 
PVSC is cited, the cost of the 
CRA is not. We are assured 
it would just be a computer 
program.

 It is likely to be as simple as the 
federal payroll system “Phoenix”, 
which is now estimated at costing 
over $540 million to fix.

Moving to the CRA would 
create constitutional challenges 
and administrative chaos. The 
assessment data would be lost 
and it has its uses for government 
programs.

And then there is the history of 
income tax--the temporary war 
measure that turned into a cash 
cow for the federal government, 
an industry in and of itself 
of commercial tax filers, tax 
accountants, tax lawyers, tax 
courts, and tax havens.

That industry would have 
a boost if municipal tax were 
added to the pot, and the ordinary 
tax payer is a bit of a non-player 
if not the chump in that system.

Should all this be paid for by 
an income standard instead of the 
value of property assets owned?

No. And here’s why: property 
valuation is a system that is 
recognized as a  preferred 

system used in most developed 
countries.

It is a locally administered 
system that is more accessible 
and transparent than the income 
tax regime.

I would say that there are 
fewer evaders of property taxes 
than there are of income taxes.

All assessments are transparent 
to anyone and not clothed in 
confidentiality like incomes and 
income taxes.

This is also true of the appeal 
system of assessments.

Mr. Zwicker would do away 
with appeals, a legal safeguard 
since before Confederation, 
leaving individuals without any 
recourse at all.

This is folly.
Assessors follow the market 

by analyzing sales by areas to 
achieve assessment fairness 
(therefore tax fairness) among 
taxpayers.

They do not spend much 
time on small additions to a 
property.

In broad strokes, property 
ownership reflects wealth 
accumulation.

One would expect l i t t le 
argument from those in favour 
of an income-based tax model 
that does not reflect the degree 
of wealth better than assets.

The questions that should be 
asked are: 

How can the assessment 
system be improved?

Can its costs be reduced?
Why are municipal taxes 

continuing to rise in HRM when 
the assessment base has risen 
consistently, bringing more 
revenues to the municipality 
automatically?

How skewed is the system 
because of the Cap?

And, are residential taxpayers 
paying a disproportionate 
amount of the tax burden than 
commercial taxpayers?

But those are quite different 
and more interesting subjects--
and for another day.

Kirby Grant
Hammonds Plains

To kick off its 2018 project 
(to create and perform a Murder 
Mystery play), the Pegasus 
Program is holding a brainstorming 
session to generate ideas and 
invites the participation of anyone 
in grade 7 or above who would 
like to be involved in the writing 
phase of the project.

Unicorn Theatre’s Pegasus Program Looking 
for Writers for New Project

The brainstorming session will 
be on Friday, January 19th from 
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Bay 
Community Centre.

It will be followed by regular 
writing sessions on Monday and 
Fridays, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. until 
the end of March.

Anyone who would like more 

information about the Pegasus 
Program should go to Unicorn 
Theatre’s web site at www.
unicorntheatre.ca

Aspiring writers who would like 
to take part in the brainstorming 
session and the regular writing 
sessions should email unicorn.
theatre.pegasus@gmail.com

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Mr. Driskill,

 Thank you for saying so well 
what should matter so much to all 
of us—caring enough to protect 
our fauna that make our world a 
better place.
  It was painful to read…

Joy Calkin

Editor’s Note:  Readers should 
refer back to “Obituary to Just 
a Turtle”, published in the 
December issue of the Masthead 
News.

Thank You For Your Story

Deadline for the February 7th Issue of 
The Masthead News is January 31st.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

Considerable controversy has 
been generated over a proposal 
to build a new commercial/
residential facility within the 
Tantallon Crossroads Village.

Public discussion on the 
matter goes back to April 2017 
when Halifax developer, Joe 
Arab, presented a proposal to a 
general meeting of our Seniors 
Association of St. Margaret’s 
Bay.

Mr. Arab noted that the 
proposed apartments would be 
well back from the Peggy’s Cove 
Road and the Bay shoreline.

At 3.5 stories, including the 
gabled roofs, the construction 
would not radically change the 
nature of the existing village 
skyline.

From all the evidence presented, 
including the provision for a 
state-of-the-art sewage treatment 
facility, the project appears to 
be environmentally sound and 
aesthetically attractive.

The design is well thought out 
and would provide residents with 
easy walking access to retail 
stores, restaurants, coffee shops, 
banks, grocery stores, pharmacies 
and medical facilities.

However, before a full public 
presentation of the project 
could take place, some press 
reports characterized it as an 
unsustainable “monstrosity.”

Others professed distrust in 
HRM’s environmental impact 
assessments.

Generally, opponents of the 
plan tipped their hats at the 
“vision” of a coastal village but 
rejected the idea of a facility that 
would welcome a significant 
number of coastal villagers.

Going forward, it will be 
important to consider that, 
alongside our natural landscape, 
there is a human landscape that 
is equally deserving of our 
attention and care.

Older citizens, young singles 
or couples, widowed or separated 
individuals, all have housing 
needs that cannot be met by the 
typical, single-nuclear family 
residence on  a large private 
lot that has dominated the 
development of the Bay area.

For a variety of social , 
economic and demographic 
reasons, people’s housing 
requirements seldom remain 
static.

When homeowners can no 
longer cope with the effort 

Further on the Controversy 
to Build New Facilities 
in Tantallon Crossroads 

and cost required to maintain 
a large empty nest, they seek a 
smaller place to live out fulfilling 
lives in the security of familiar 
surroundings.

Older citizens are naturally 
afraid that advanced age or loss 
of a spouse will inevitably lead 
to de facto exclusion from their 
own community.

The Crossroads Community 
Village concept described by 
HRM’s Land Use By-laws 
with amendments to July 14, 
2015, puts forward a vision 
with “…a mix of commercial, 
residential and community uses 
forming a continuous streetscape 
of facades that encourage 
walking and socializing.” 
 In  te rms of  res ident ia l 
deve lopment ,  t he  v i s ion 
s t a t emen t  wh ich  the  S t . 
Margaret’s Bay Stewardship 
Association and HRM worked 
together to develop, calls for 
the provision of “a wide variety 
of housing choices, especially 
in locations close to shops and 
services, to enable all ages of 
residents to remain in their 
community.”

Mr. Arab and proponents of 
the Crossroads Village Project 
are seeking a way to make this 
vision a reality.

There are clear provisions 
within the existing by-laws 
for a builder to apply for a 
development agreement for 
the construction of multi-unit 
dwellings and City Council has 
clearly expressed its intention to 
protect environmentally sensitive 
landscapes and to consider the 
compatibility of any proposal 
with the natural topography.

I, for one, am confident that 
HRM authorities will carry out 
due diligence in regard to all 
such important matters.

The way we people handle 
local residential and commercial 
development will ultimately 
determine the quality of our 
community life.

Good people on both side sof 
this issue have a deep affection 
for the St. Margaret’s Bay area 
and we remain hopeful that 
public discourse on the subject 
will focus on achieving a fair 
and satisfactory outcome for all 
concerned.

William Brooks
Head of St. Margaret’s Bay

Ken Densmore Wins 50/50 Draw for 
Christmas Daddies

Lion Reg Sollows (left) of the St. Margaret’s Bay Lions Club presents a cheque for $700 to Ken Densmore of 
Hammonds Plains, winner of the 50/50 draw for Christmas Daddies.  Lions Margo Fraser and Len Bugbee 
accompany them during the presentation.

The Chester Playhouse made the 
draw for the Barbados Vacation 
trip this past December 6th.

The trip includes a week at the 
Crane Resort in Barbados and two 
tickets anywhere Westjet flies.

Gary Clark Wins Chester Playhouse 
Barbados Draw

Gary Clark (left), winner of the Barbados Vacation draw,  stands with General Manager Lisa Gleave of the 
Chester Playhouse and Playhouse Board President Tom Myers.

The winner was Gary Clark of 
Chester.

He was absolutely thrilled, he 
said. 

“We’ve been to some other 
places but never to Barbados.”

The prize is also set up in such 
a way that the two tickets being 
offered by Westjet can either be 
used for the Barbados trip or for 
some other trip.

“Save yourself $180,” says 
Barbara Martin, who found out 
the hard way that it pays to check 
your lights before you slide behind 
the wheel of your vehicle.

Barbara was going down the 
road when she saw the flashing 
lights of a policeman behind her.

Wondering what she could 
possibly have done wrong, the 
policeman told her that the tiny 
light under her license plate was 
out.

She got a $180 ticket for the 
oversight.

“Take a walk around your 
vehicle BEFORE you pull out 
on the highway,” warns Barbara.  
“Make sure ALL your lights are 
working—every tiny light on your 

Local Resident Learns the Hard Way to 
Check All Lights Before Driving

vehicle!
“Don’t miss those tiny lights 

under your license plates.  The 
person stopping you won’t!”

Barbara said she did not want 
this to happen to other people 
and gave the Masthead News the 
story.

The next meeting of The Council 
of community Organizations 
(COCO) is set for 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 30th.

The meeting will take place at 
the Lakeside Community Centre, 
1492 St. Margaret’s Bay Road, 
Lakeside.

“Please join us to share news 
of the work of your organization 
or community project and to hear 

January Meeting Date Set 
for COCO  

about the work of others in the 
Highways 333, 103/3 loop,” says 
a press release.

The Safety-Minded ATV 
Association will act as host and 
the meeting Chair will be Mike 
Marriott.

For more information, contact 
mikemarriott@bellaliant.net. 

Everyone is welcome.

The Masthead News ~ The Best  Read 
Community Newspaper in the Fastest 
Growing Area of Nova Scotia! Going 

into approximately 15,000 Homes 
& Businesses!
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Deadline for the February 7th Issue of 
The Masthead News is January 31st.

   BERNADETTE JORDAN, MP 
 South Shore—St. Margaret’s  

 129 Aberdeen Rd, Suite 106, Bridgewater, NS 
 Tel: 902-527-5655   Toll Free: 1-888-816-4446 
 Email: bernade�e.jordan@parl.gc.ca                    
 

 

Cons�tuency Office Hours :    
Mon—Fri  8:30am—4:30pm 

scotianmaterials.ca

Better local roads
Affordable, safe and sustainable

Honoured to call this community home since 2014

Masthead 1/16 page Space (3.875” [7/8] x 2” or 1 7/8” x 4”) 
 
 

”You never know when it’s your day to win!” 
Of course, the community “wins” each week, thanks  
to contributions from volunteers and players alike. 

Register a number and play a toonie at one of 15 local retailers. 
See website for details. 

 

       www.baytreasurechest.ca      NS Gaming License AGD-100770-17 
 

   
 
 
 

NEVER Under Estimate the Power of Water 
and Wind!

A major wind and rain storm 
swept accross our province and 
Queensland Beach was a victum 
of it’s wrath. 

When asked by CBC reporters 
at the scene, my fi rst response to 
them was “Overwhelming,” said 
Kevin McGrath. “I have never 
seen damage of this magitude since 
Hurricane Jaun that made landfall 
back in September 2003.”

There were telephone poles 
snapped off at their base and 
almost the entire stretch of Conrads 
Road on the beach causeway was 
broken up and covered with 
boulders and debris. It appeared 
much worse than the damage 

caused by Hurricane Jaun.
The lake on the opposite side 

of the road from the ocean was 
fl ooded with sea water and almost 
the whole parking lot was covered 
with water and boulders. One of 
the change houses also had it’s 
roof blown off

A trio of teenaged boys was at 
the beach area during the storm 
Thursday night and they couldn’t 
believe how powerful and big the 
surf was, said Kevin.

Crews from the Department. 
of Transportation were on site 
cleaning up the mess and the road 
was closed for some time before  it 
was made passable again.

Story and photos By Kevin McGrath

Rhythmic Inspirations, a non-profit 
gymnastics club,  is putting on a fundraiser 
that will send a team to competitions in 
Quebec in the spring.

Artists and artists-who-would-like-to-be 
but will be happy with whatever they come 
up with, are being invited to an afternoon 
of fun, food and refreshments with friends 
as a talented artist shows them how to 
produce their masterpiece step-by-step.

The canvas will be 12 x 16 inches in size 
and no experience is necessary.

“Even if you have never painted before, 
you can be successful!” says Rhythmic 
Inspirations.

Fundraiser will Give Participants 
Chance to Paint Their Own 
Masterpiece

The event takes place on Sunday, 
January 28th, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the 
Estabrooks Community Center at 4408 St. 
Margaret’s Bay Road.

The cost is $35.00 per person in 
advance.

Doors open at 1:00 p.m. and the 
painting begins at 1:15 p.m.

Painting supplies are included.
For tickets call Angela Johnson at 

902-430-5565, Helen Comstock at 902-
430-4575, Nicole MacDonald at 902-
719-0678 or email Jason Comstock at 
jlcomstock@bellaliant.net
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Jacqueline  R. Farrow

Barrister & Solicitor

5445 St. Margaret’s Bay Rd.
Upper Tantallon, NS
B3Z 2H9

Phone: 902-820-3555
Fax: 902-820-3556

E-mail: jackie@farrowlaw.ca

Barristers & Solicitors

Six community organizations in 
the St. Margaret’s Bay area have 
taken on environmental education 
and trail improvements thanks to 
grants awarded last year under the 
Five Bridges Wilderness Heritage 
Trust’s new Environmental 
Stewardship Grants Program.

Using funds from the Bay 
Treasure Chest, the Trust launched 

Six Community Organizations Take 
on Environmental Education/Trail 
Improvements

2017 Environmental Stewardship Grant recipients:  Back, from left: Harry Ward, FBWHT Board Chair; 
Kimberly Berry, Bluff Trail Stewardship Program and WREOW; Tom Musial, Chair FBL Coalition; Mike Marriott, 
President, Safety-Minded ATV Association; and Lindsay Gates, BLT Rails to Trails.  In the front row, from 
left, are Karen Sullivan, BLT Rails to Trails Association; Mike Lancaster, Bluff Trail Stewardship Program and 
WREOW; Katherine Klefenz, BLT Rails to Trails; Alana Ziegler, GPI Atlantic Youth; and Gwen Colman, GPI 
Atlantic Youth.

this program last spring.
Work has been underway 

throughout summer and fall.
Projects range from repairing a 

bridge and culvert to prevent trail 
erosion to creating a new connector 
trail from the St. Margaret’s Bay 
Rails to Trails to the parking lot 
area of Jerry Lawrence Provincial 

park, allowing for increased 
parking and access to outhouses.

“It’s a winning partnership 
when the Trust can provide 
funding through these grants to 
community organizations who will 
do the projects we just couldn’t 
accomplish on our own,” says 
Harry Ward, Trust Chair.

Call The Masthead News for the 
best deal around!

Call Ron @ 902-857-9099 
Or email 

us at: themastheadnews@aol.com

Circulation 
approximately 15,000

All fl yers must 
be no bigger than 8” X 11” 

if folded in half

Flyers

Look for 
us at 

We are now ONLINE to better 
serve the community!

www.themastheadnews.ca

“The Eyes and Ears of the Community for 28Years”“The Eyes and Ears of the Community!”
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With the average age of a Lion 
in Nova Scotia being 71, the Saint 
Margaret’s Bay Lions certainly 
appreciate the help that is given 
by the Sir John A High School 
students and Vimy 250 Cadets 
each Christmas.

The students and cadets help 
unload trees for the Lions’ annual 
sale in the Sobeys/Rona  parking 

Helping Hands Make Light Work
lot in Upper Tantallon.

For their assistance, the SMB 
Lions make annual financial 
contributions to the SJA bursary 
funds and to the Vimy 250 Cadets 
to assist with their annual operating 
costs at the Estabrooks Hall.

According to Lion Peter Lund, 
over 700 trees were sold this year, 
helping to raise over $13,000.

The money goes back into local 
projects involving education, 
youth development and seniors’ 
needs in St. Margaret’s Bay, 
Hammonds Plains and Beechville-
Timberlea.

The Lions also sold 50/50 
tickets at the tree lot to raise 
additional funds for the annual 
ATV Christmas Daddies.

The Sir John A MacDonald High School Hockey Team with Coach Paul Smith shown here after unloading trees at St Margaret’s Bay Lions Club tree lot at the Crombie Tantallon 
Shopping Plaza next to Rona’s and Sobeys. 

Shown here are Vimy 250 Air Cadets, from left to right, Alexander Norris, Andrew Boutlier and Clair Mercer 
working hard at a tree bailer, but having fun. 

SMB Lions Christmas Tree Lot, Tantallon Shopping Plaza, Hwy 103 
Exit 5

King Lion Peter Lund shown here presenting a cheque to 250 Vimy Cadet 
FCpl Lovelace and Capt. Amy Sharpe on November 16, 2017

It is another feather in the cap 
of the Shore Club in Hubbards--if 
the Shore Club could wear a hat, 
that is.

The popular lobster supper/
dance hall has received another 
commendation--this time from 
the Meeting+Incentive Travel 
organization.

Their Reader’s Choice awards 
have dubbed the Shore Club as the 

By Catherine Clute

“Best Venue” in Eastern Canada.
Awards are voted on by members 

in 21 different categories.
Three of  the  categor ies , 

including Best Venue, call for 
nominations in four regions—
Eastern Canada, Central Canada, 
Western Canada and the territories 
during  an online voting period.

This year a total of 1,893 votes 
were cast, drawing 77 nominations 

in 14 of the program’s 21 
categories.

These awards have been granted 
since 1998, as a way to “give 
meeting planners the chance to 
thank and celebrate the industry 
suppliers that make their events 
successful,” said a press release. 

Meeting+Incentive Travel bills 
itself as “the Canadian voice of the 
business events community.”

The historic Shore Club in Hubbards, Nova Scotia
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St. Margaret’s Centre Receives Christmas Tree 
as Donation

The St. Margaret’s Centre was a little bit merrier this past Christmas after receiving a Christmas Tree donated 
by Reg Sollows, a member of the St. Margaret’s Bay Lions Club.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Good Morning,

I want to firstly thank you for 
publishing the article about The 
Lions Club Christmas Hamper 
Program.

It was a wonderful piece.
Secondly, I want to say that 

this article was greatly needed.
Hubbards is a lovely place to 

live and many people continue 
to move here.

The Lions Club is a vital part 
of our community.

As a past Lion and someone 
who was in need a time or two as 
well, I know just how important 
the Lions Club and the Christmas 
Hamper program are.

While I read the article, it 
brought back memories of 
helping out with the hampers, 
knitting scarves and collecting 
food to put in them--memories 
of the Lions getting together on 
an evening to put it all together 
and the laughs and joys that were 
had on that evening.

It also brought back memories 
of a time when I was a single 
mother and struggled to provide 
for my son, and remembering 

how it felt to receive a hamper.
As I read the article and all 

those memories came flooding 
back, I felt my eyes well with 
tears.

Our Lions Club is  very 
important to our community.

There is a lot of struggle to get 
by and it is nice to have help at 
this time of year.

When I see all the work the 
Lions have been putting into this 
program year after year, I can’t 
help but always want to try and 
help them when I can.

The Lions and the Christmas 
Hampers are so very important 
and they need the community’s 
support.

These wonderful people 
volunteer their time and don’t 
want anything in return.

They are sooo very vital to the 
Hubbards area.

So THANK YOU Lions Club!  
And THANK YOU Masthead 
News!

Candice Goodridge

The withdrawal of the Bank of 
Nova Scotia from Hubbards on 
October 19th has certainly been 
an inconvenience, according to 
a number of people living in the 
area.

Grumbling was taking place well 
before its closure and continues 
steadfastly.

“It’s a major, major, major 
inconvenience to have to drive all 
the way to Tantallon to get change 
and do business,” says Rhys 
Harnish, owner and operator of the 
Shore Club in Hubbards.

“The lines are long and the time 
spent there is long,” he said.

The Masthead News has seen 
people walk into the Tantallon 
Bank and immediately turn 
around, mumbling under their 
breath, when they see the long line 
already in place.

“It’s the reality of today’s 
economy,” said Tom Donnahee, 
a  we l l -known  r ea l  e s t a t e 
businessman in the area.  “You 
really can’t blame them (the bank) 
for trying to save money.”

Everything is being done online 
everywhere now, he explained, 
and the bank can save money by 

Withdrawal of Bank of Nova Scotia in 
Hubbards Showing Its Effects

closing down branches.
“But it’s a pain in the butt 

for me,” he says.  “And it’s bad 
for small business and for the 
shopping centre” in Hubbards.

Lois Slaunwhite, who runs 
the hardware store in Hubbards, 
agrees.

People were having trouble 
with the Bank of Nova Scotia 
ABM at the Hubbards Pharmasave 
building and couldn’t always get 
cash for their needs, so she put in 
an ATM machine where the Bank 
of Nova Scotia used to be.

“It’s been there about a month 
now,” she said.  

She’s hoping that it is keeping 
people from having to go all the 
way to Tantallon for just a few 
bucks.

It also helps them to have money 
to buy locally.

Scott Hogue, who runs the 4-
Way Stop restaurant, says it’s too 
early to say whether the lack of a 
bank in Hubbards has effected his 
business or not but, like others, 
he is concerned that if people 
have to go to Tantallon to do their 
banking, they are also going to 

do their shopping there and eat 
there.

Whereas, when the bank was 
still in Hubbards, people would 
come in to eat at his place, do their 
banking and shop at the grocery 
store and elsewhere.

The Hubbards and Area Business 
Association (HABA) held a special 
meeting about the situation and 
contacted credit unions to see if 
they would open up a branch, but 
“they are not interested at this 
time,” said Maureen Moore, the 
spokesperson for HABA.  “I think 
that once the twinning of the 103 
is completed, we will see some 
interested parties.

“I know that many people 
moved their accounts to Royal 
Bank in Tantallon,” she added.  
“The bank manager told me that 
there had been a lot of activity.”

But she wasn’t sure if the 
Atlantic Credit Union or TD Bank 
had picked up business.

“People who had a great loyalty 
to ScotiaBank felt betrayed after 
51 years,” she said.

Others have voiced the same 
complaint.

A photo showing the deck at The Rope Loft Restaurant in Chester 
broken up by the storm surge during the fierce wind storm last 
Thursday. Photo by Catherine Clute

The Rope Loft Restaurant in 
Chester Battered by Storm 

Deadline for the February 7th 
Issue of The Masthead News 

is January 31st.

Article Greatly Needed on 
Christmas Hamper Program

The Masthead News would 
like to acquire at least a couple 
of more freelance reporters 
from the Chester, St. Margaret’s 
Bay, Peggy’s Cove, Hammonds 

MASTHEAD NEWS LOOKING FOR 
FREELANCE REPORTERS

Plains, and BLT areas.
If anyone has a journalistic 

background or a bent for writing, 
please contact Ron Driskill, Editor 

and Publisher, at the Masthead 
News, 902-857-9099 or email to 
themastheadnews@aol.com.

 Thank you.
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One thing the Masthead 
News does not get to do is to 
sit around the coffee table and 
find out what’s happening in the 
communities it serves.

But other people do.
We would appreciate any tips 

on things that you have heard 
about as you talked to friends.

We are interested in hearing 
about upcoming events, or an 
important event that has just 

Masthead News Needs Tips
passed, the success of others, 
interesting people, something 
funny,  and  th ings  abou t 
animals.  

In fact anything of interest.
O u r  p h o n e  n u m b e r  i s 

857-9099 and our email is 
themastheadnews@aol.com.

Thanks very much.
We look forward to hearing 

from you.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Sat., Jan. 13, Breakfast at the 
Chester Legion from 7:30 to 10:30 
a.m.  Enjoy eggs anyway you like 
them, French toast, hash browns, 
beans, bacon, sausage, toast, tea/
coffee and juice.

Sat., Jan 13, Country Jamboree 
at the Little Red School, Canaan, 
from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.  There 
will be 50/50 raffles, donation jar 
at the door, local musicians.

Sat., Jan. 13, Trinity’s “BIG” 
Breakfast, Trinity United Church, 
67 Trinity Way, Timberlea, NS 
(across from Tim Hortons), 8:00 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  Tickets: Adults 
$8.00, child $4.00, pre-schoolers 
FREE. Tickets available at the 
door.  Please call 902-471-5245.  
Drop in, have Breakfast and say 
Hello.

Wed., Jan. 17, The Chebucto 
Community Health Team is 
offering a free session to kick-
start your healthy eating for 2018.  
How Healthy is Your Plate will 
take place at the St. Margaret 
Centre from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Thurs., Jan 18, Health Advice 
with a local physician, 2:00 
p.m., Shining Waters Marine, 
148 Nautical Way.  Join us for 
the first meeting of the Seniors 
Association of 2018!  Dr. Holly 
Zwicker from the Crossroads 
Family Practice in Tantallon 
will discuss preventive care for 
seniors. Everyone welcome.

Sat., Jan. 20, Breakfast at the 
District #1 Community Centre, 
Blandford, 30 Firehall Road, 
from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.  Enjoy 
scrambled eggs, hash browns, 
bacon, sausage, baked beans, 
toast, juice and tea/coffee.  Adults 
$7.00, children 5 to 12 years 
$3.50, and under 5 FREE.

Sat., Jan. 20, SALT Christian 
singles Group meeting from 
7:00 to 9:30 p.m., 955 Bedford 
Hwy at the Sobey Store, Mill 
Cove, Community Room (down 
Isle 6 to end).  Please join us for 
our monthly fellowship night 
for an opportune time to meet 
like-minded individuals.  We 
are a friendship group (not a 
match making group).  A short 
message pertaining to singles will 
be shared. For 35 to 65 years of 
age and multiple denominations.  
New people come out every 
month, so don’t be shy and step 
out and make new friends.  For 
more information contact salt.
Christians@gmail.com.

Sun., Jan. 21, Crib Tournament 
at the Chester Legion starting 
1:00 p.m.

Wed., Jan. 24, Soup’s On at 
Trinity United Church, 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. Storm Date: Jan. 25.  
Soup, crackers, a roll, a sweet, and 
tea or coffee. Free will offering 
supports local outreach efforts.  
For more info, call or text Jill at 
902-329-0100.

Wed., Jan. 24, The Hammonds 
Plains Area Garden Club is hosting 
a talk on Gardening for Bees 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  Michelle 
McPherson with the Nova Scotia 
Beekeeper Association will explain 
how we can help bee populations 
rebound by providing healthy 
backyard habitat and gardens for 
native bees and honey bees.  We’ll 
also place seed order #1 (the club 
pays the shipping, so you don’t 
have to).  If you’re curious about 
joining a garden club, we invite 
you to attend the meeting (this 
one is free).  You do need to be a 
club member to participate in the 
seed order.  Bedford Hammonds 
Plains Community Centre, 202 
Innovation Dr., Bedford, http://
www.hpagc.ca.  We are also 
Facebook!  Email: contact@hpagc.
ca

Thurs., Jan. 25, Take Out Meal—
St. Nicholas Westwood Hills.  
Would you like to take a break 
from cooking supper (or lunch) on 
Thursday, January 25th?  We have a 
delicious winter meal option: your 
choice of our Haddock Chowder 
(no shellfish) or Beef Chili plus 
a tea biscuit and Carrot Cake for 
$10.00.  Children’s portions are 
also available for $5.00.  You 
may place your order on-line at 
http://stnicholasanglican.ca/ or 
call the church at 902-826-1156 
and leave a message.  Meals 
can be picked up at the church 
between noon and 6:00 p.m. or 
“eat-in” between noon and 2:00 
p.m.  Pre-orders are recommended 
to ensure availability.

Sat., Jan. 27, Yoga Around the 
Bay from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m.  at the St. Margaret’s Sailing 
Club, Glen Haven.  The Bay 
Grandmothers invite you to a 
morning workshop with Bonnie 
Vanechuk, Brenda Mailer and 
Jody Myers.  Tea and cookies to 
follow.  As space is limited please 
contact Brenda at 902-823-3464 
or bhartley@eastlink.ca to reserve 
your spot.  Registration fee is 
$15.00 with proceeds going to the 
Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
Campaign of the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation.

Sat., Jan. 27, Newfie Breakfast at 
the Chester Basin Legion, 25 Hwy 
12 (Exit 9 off Hwy 103) from 7:30 
to 10:30 a.m.  Enjoy homemade 
beans, fishcakes, from scratch 
pancakes, scrambled eggs, hash 
browns, fried ham or bologna, 
toast or homemade biscuit, juice, 
tea and coffee.  Cost $8.00.  Take 
out available.

Sun., Jan. 28, Back by popular 
demand, come paint another 
artistic masterpiece with local 
artist Heather Mason.  Join us 
from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Estabrooks 
Community Center, 4408 St. 
Margaret’s Bay Road, for an 
afternoon of painting lessons 
while enjoying snacks and 
refreshments.  Advance tickets 
only--$35.  All supplies included. 
Proceeds will be used to send the 
Rhythmic Inspiration Competitive 
Gymnastics Team to Eastern 

Regionals in April.  For more 
information and to purchase 
tickets contact Nicole at 902-
428-7109.

Sun., Jan. 28, Hammonds 
Plains Historical Society Open 
House from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at 
2041 Hammonds Plains Road.  
There will be a picture display 
of “Hammonds Plains of the 
Past”, along with three mini-
presentations.  Refreshments will 
also be served.  Drop in and learn 
about Hammonds Plains.

Sat., Feb. 3, Valentine’s Craft & 
Gift Show, Lakeside Fire Hall, 26 
Myra Road, Lakeside, 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m.  All invited.

Sat., Feb. 3, Country Breakfast 
at the Chester Basin Fire Hall from 
7:30 to 10:30 a.m.  Enjoy bacon, 
sausage, baked beans, scrambled 
eggs, toast juice, tea/coffee.  Cost 
$7.00.  Take out available.

Sat., Feb. 10, Breakfast at the 
Chester Legion from 7:30 to 10:30 
a.m.  Enjoy eggs any way you like 
them, French toast, hash browns, 
beans, bacon, sausage, toast, tea/
coffee and juice.

Tues., Feb. 13, All You Can Eat 
Pancake Supper, cooked & served 
by the Men of St. Luke’s & St. 
Anthony’s Churches, Hubbards.  
To be held from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
in St. Anthony’s Church Hall, Hwy 
3, Hubbards.  Featuring all you 
can eat pancakes, sausages, fresh 
fruit, homemade muffins, coffee 
and tea.  Adults $8.00, children 
$5.00, 5 and under FREE!

Sun., Feb. 18, Crib Tournament 
at the Chester Legion starting 
1:00 p.m.

Chase the Ace

Chase the Ace
Every Tuesday, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
MacDonald Memorial Legion
231 Greenhead Road
Lakeside, NS

Mindfulness in Action

Meditation and Book Study at 
the St. Margarets Bay Shambhala 
Centre every Wednesday until 
March 28th, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  
Free.  Open to the public.  Drop-
ins are welcomed any time.  No 
experience necessary.  Initial 
Meditation Instruction at 7:00 
p.m. St. Margarets Bay Shambhala 
Centre, 13495 Peggy’s Cove Road, 
Upper Tantallon, bay.shambhala.
org. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The comments made in this 
letter are meant to be constructive 
input for the Bay Treasure Chest 
Board in the hope that the 
project continues to grow and 
benefit as many people in the 
area as possible                     

Jon Denman

Dear Mr. Driskill,

The response  f rom the 
President of the Bay Treasure 
Chest Association (BCTA), 
Fred Dolbel, to concerns about 
the distribution of charitable 
funds is woefully inadequate 
and, frankly, fails to address the 
issues raised.

In three short years the 
BTCA has become the major 
collector of public monies in 
our local St. Margaret’s Bay 
area, then distributed to only 
seven selected charitable or 
non-profit organizations, known 
as “partners”.

As such, it has the fiduciary 
responsibility to be open and 
transparent in the use of those 
funds.

For the BCTA’s president 
to delegate to the selected 
recipients is an abdication of 
that very responsibility.

However, there is a deeper 
issue.

Since all board members make 
all funding decisions, and are 
also either directors or officers 
of the “partners” which receive 
the funds, there is a significant 
structural and significant conflict 
of interest.

The BTCA is writing cheques 
to its own “partners”.

1) The monies involved are 
significant

2) The BTCA is taking almost 
$1,000,000 a year out of our 
small community (based on 
8,500+ players x $2 x 52 weeks 
= $900,000+)

3) Approximately $8,500 goes 
to the weekly winner of the draw 
(average of 8,500 players x $2 
– 50% = $8,500 (average prize 
is between $8,000 and $9,000 
other than rollovers)

4) $26,000 a year goes to other 
charities and organizations in 
the area (every week a charity, 
other than a partner, is asked to 
assist with counting the toonies 
[a big job]—4 people from the 
outside charitable group get an 
honorarium to their fund = to 

B a y  Tr e a s u r e  C h e s t 
Association Needs to be 
Open and Transparent

$125 per person x 4 – per week 
x 5 = $26,000)

5) $30,000 a year goes to 
scholarships at Sir John A and 
CP Allen (from the website)

6) Each of the seven 
“partners” then receive an equal 
share of the balance which 
amounts to around $50,000 a 
year after expenses—which 
includes a full-time staff member 
(approximately $8,000 per week 
divided by 7 partners x 2 – less 
the expenses above works out to 
around $50,000)

Yet, there is no independent 
oversight or mandatory public 
reporting of these activities.

Atlantic Lottery Corporation, 
on the other hand, is a billion 
dollar a year operation, has 
four directors from its four 
s h a r e h o l d e r s  a n d  e i g h t 
independent directors.

Recent pro forma bylaws 
distributed by the federal 
government for non-profit 
organizations go to great lengths 
to encourage independent 
directors.

The BTCA has become the 
major charitable organization 
in the community, so it is 
absolutely vital that management 
be transparent, truthful and 
timely.

It must ensure the money 
it selectively distributes are 
properly accounted for, publicly 
reported and properly used.

I t  i s  very  much in  the 
community interest for the 
BCTA to mature into a vibrant, 
sustainable and evolving asset.

The following suggestions 
have that in mind:

1) Management be controlled 
by independent directors—not 
those with a vested interest.

2) The general public should 
be invited to meetings and 
especially the AGM

3) Audited statements of the 
BCTA and funding recipients 
should be made public

4) A complete list of all 
submitted projects should be 
made public—whether accepted 
or turned down along with the 
reasoning

5) Each recipient of BCTA 
funding should disclose the 
amount received and detail how 
the money was spent

   
Jon Denman
Boutilier’s Point

Deadline for the 
February 7th 
Issue of The 

Masthead News 
is January 31st.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

The Masthead News has been 
hearing reports of the Scotiabank 
ABM in the Hubbards Pharmasave 
building not working properly.

According to rumors bouncing 
around, people have been putting 
their cards into the machine only 
to get receipts but no money.

Others will get their money but 
no receipts.

Some are getting statements 
saying they have received the 
money but haven’t and are seeing 
their bank accounts reduced by a 
withdrawal they never got.

Another stuck his card into 
the machine and out popped $20 
without having to punch a single 
button.

To try and find out who was 
servicing the ABM, the Masthead 
News called the Bank of Nova 
Scotia in Tantallon and was told 
they didn’t know but would pass 
the message on to higher up.

On November 30th the Masthead 
received an email from Kate 
Yurincich who said that the 
following statement could be 
attributed to Gordon Brost, District 
Vice-President, South West Nova 
Scotia District, Scotiabank:

“The ABM at the Hubbards 
Pharmasave is fully functioning.  
A full preventative maintenance 
and diagnostic was performed by 
an onsite technician.  Customers 
can call 1-800-4SCOTIA listed on 
the front of the ABM should they 
require any assistance.

“We sincerely apologize for 
the inconvenience that the ABM 
has caused for some of our 
customers.

“Scotiabank is committed 
to providing customers with 
convenient access to banking 

Bank Says No Trouble 
with ABM Machine

services over our digital channels, 
online banking, telephone banking 
and our ABMs.”

One outraged customer tried to 
call the number on the back of her 
Scotiabank card and was told by 
the person at the other end to go 
to the Scotiabank at the Hubley 
Center in Tantallon.

Kate (we will call her that—she 
did not want her name used) told 
the person at the other end that 
Tantallon was 18 kilometres 
away and she didn’t want to go 
that far.

He said, “What is the address 
of the machine (ABM machine 
in the Pharmasave building in 
Hubbards).

She said, “I don’t know.  It’s the 
only one in Hubbards.”

He said, “Let me check and see 
if I can get the address.”

He came back after a short time 
and said, “We don’t have a record 
of a bank or bank machine in 
Hubbards.”

Kate was astounded!
“There is a machine,” she said.  

“I just came from it.”
Kate couldn’t believe her ears 

and came immediately to the 
Masthead News.

She is  just  one of  many 
disgruntled people living in the 
Hubbards area.

According to staff working in 
the Pharmasave building, people 
are still having troubles getting 
their money or receipts.

“We’re hearing it all of the 
time,” said one staffer.

If you are having trouble with 
the machine, call the number on 
the front of the machine, as they 
suggest, and hope for the best.

Adult Education

FREE upgrading for adults 
sponsored by the NS Department 
of LAE.  We offer individualized 
programs for basic reading, 
writing, math and GED prep.  Day 
and evening classes in Prospect, 
Tantallon and Hubbards.  Call 
902-225-6320.

Cleaning Services

Cinderella’s Cleaning Services

Residential, Offices, Vacation

One time cleaning.  Moving in or 
out.  Weekly. Biweekly. Monthly.  
Criminal  checks provided.  
Excellent references.  Serving 
all HRM and South Shore.  We 
clean from top to bottom.  Deep 
clean.  Laundry.  Dusting.  Under 
beds. Provide animal care.  Vet 
Assistant on hand.  Special rates 
for biweekly or monthly clients.  2 
girls on site $40 an hour.  902-275-
2526 or look for us on Facebook.

Employment

Looking for a responsible live-in 
caregiver (Nanny) for 2 children, 
ages 5 and an infant, to work at our 
home at Hammonds Plains, NS.  
Duties include taking care of the 
kids, light house work and preparing 
meals.  Minimum working hours 
is 35 to 40 hrs. per week, $13 
per hour, permanent, shift work.  
Must have a secondary (high) 
school education or equivalent 
experience, can speak English and 
Filipino.  At least 7 months to less 
than a year experience.  Medical 
benefits included. Anyone is 
welcome, students and newcomers 
to Canada.  You can send your 
resume to wayneburke23@gmail.
com

Home Support Workers required 
for local Senior’s Residence.  
Part-time positions are currently 
available.  PCW/CCA certification 
AND/OR work experience in this 
type of setting is required.  The 
position will appeal to a kind-
hearted, mature, well-organized 
person with demonstrated good 
judgement.  Please contact 902-
876-1205 or submit resume to 
info@sheldrakelodge.ca

For Rent

Tired of working from home?  
Want to grow your business?  
We have an office for rent in our 
building at 5832 St. Margaret’s 
Bay Road.  Includes reception, 
WIFI and more but best of all 
you work with a great group of 
professionals who refer business 
to each other!  Email tkennedy
@kennedyschofield.ca for more 
information.

2 room apartment available in 
Hubley.  Appliances, heat, utilities 
included.  $625/month.  902-876-
7775.

Furniture

Call or email us for an estimate to 
reupholster your furniture.  
Armstrong House Upholstery
9 0 2 - 8 5 7 - 9 6 0 0  o r 
peterarmstrong222@gmail. com

Home Renovations, Repairs, 
Painting, Construction, Etc.

Avon Dorey Painting, interior/
exterior, 857-9169.

.Seamless Eavestroughing--
Quality system; hidden hangers; 
50 colours ,  a luminum and 
copper.  More than 25 years 
experience.  Free estimates.  Call 
Eric Messom, 902-228-2988, 902-
456-4900.

Weathering the Storm--Painting  
Repairs ,  Shawn Redmond, 
President.  Call 902-476-5385 
FREE ESTIMATES

Highland Custom Carpentry-
-Custom carpentry,  interior/
exterior, decks, stairs, windows 
and doors.  Trim, mouldings, 
casing, crown & baseboard.  
Bookcases, mantles, custom 
projects.  References with quotes.  
Call Mike, 902-476-8831.

Music

Deborah Gabinet, a local music 
teacher and singer/songwriter,  is 
offerng individual voice and piano 
lessons in Hubbards.  Contact 
dgabinet@gmail.com, 902-802-
9245.

Tailoring

Experienced and Professional.  
Alterations to suits, prom and bridal 
gowns and much more,  902-275-
7784, www.roxannestailoring.ca 

Employment

Deadline for the February 7th 
Issue of The Masthead News 

is January 31st.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Thank you for an opportunity 
to respond to Mr. Denman’s 
letter.

The Bay Treasure Chest 
Associat ion (BTCA) is  a 
fundraising partnership of 12 
community groups working 
together.

The Bay Treasure Chest (BTC) 
campaign has proven to be more 
successful in raising funds for the 
St. Margaret’s Bay community 
service organizations than each 
group working in isolation.

T h e  B T C A p a r t n e r s , 
honorarium and scholarship 
recipients are listed on the BTC 
website (www.baytreasurechest.
ca).

Each partner is a registered 
Nova Scotia not-for-profit 
society, serving its respective 
m a n d a t e  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s 
independent of the BTCA.

Each partner submits it annual 
financial statements to the Nova 
Scotia Registry of Joint Stock 
Companies (NS RJSC) and 
the Canada Revenue Agency 
(CRA).

The Bay Treasure Chest 
Association likewise is registered 
with and submits its By-Laws, 
financial statements and Board 
of Directors information to the 
NS RJSC, CRA and the Nova 

In Response to Mr. Denman’s 
Letter to the Editor

Scotia Alcohol and Gaming 
Division.

BTCA’s financial reporting 
is reviewed annually by a local 
accounting firm and vetted by its 
members at each Annual General 
Meeting.

Each person who plays a 
toonie is doing so of his own 
free will.

If a person wants to support 
the work of one of the many 
groups who raise funds with the 
Bay Treasure Chest, that is his 
or her decision.

BTCA is proud of the many 
volunteers from each of the 
partner organizations who 
dedicate their time and talent 
to make the Treasure Chest a 
success.

Partner groups leverage their 
fundraising efforts to deliver a 
wide array of benefits for our 
community.

Winners tell us each week 
what winning means to them 
and non-winners tell us they 
are happy the funds are for our 
community.

Thank you!

Fred Dolbel, President
B a y  T r e a s u r e  C h e s t 

Association

It is a trip of a lifetime, one that 
several local girls will likely never 
forget.

M a g g i e  M i l l s ,  Ta e g e n 
MacQuarrie, Alexa Ewing, Ceilidh 
Hayes, Avery Grist, Morgan 
Joudrey, Grace Pelley, Olivia 
Samuel, and Abbie DeViller, all 11` 
and 12 year olds from Queensland, 
Chester and Hubbards, are members 
of the Western Riptide, a peewee 
girls hockey team.

The team is made up of girls from 
14 different communities along the 
South Shore.

They spent part of their Christmas 
break in Ottawa at the Bell Capital 
Cup,  a  recreat ional  hockey 
tournament sponsored by the 
Ottawa Senators, the Department of 
Canadian Heritage, and the Ottawa 
International Hockey Festival.

The girls won the trip, as the 
only girl’s team from Nova Scotia, 
after submitting a video and essay 
that described the team’s energy 
and creativity; and they now have 
brand new Nova Scotia jerseys as 
souvenirs.

According to Coach Chris Hayes 
of Chester, the panel of judges for 
the competition were looking for 
Canadian content, so their video 
was built around the theme of being 
a Canadian hockey girl.

“There is a Canadian flag 
strategically in almost every single 
scene,” he says,  “and even includes 

Trip of a Lifetime Made by Western 
Riptide Team By Catherine Clute

a scene at the top of Citadel Hill.”
Hayes, who has been coaching 

hockey for the past eight years, 
felt the team certainly showed their 
energy in their submission.

“They play this game the way 
minor hockey should be played.  
They love the game; they like to 
play.”

As their prize, the girls won 
flights and accommodations for 
themselves and five chaperones, as 
well as access to a coach bus to take 
them to their hockey games.

The team fundraised to meet 
additional expenses, such as meals 
for the girls.

They played games against teams 
from Nunavut, Ottawa, Southern 
Ontario, and the Yukon.

In addition to the hockey games, 
there was a skills competition 
and the Nova Scotia girls were 
competitive.

“Maddie Silver, the Rip Tide 
participant in the skills competition, 
took top honours in shooting 
accuracy,” said Hayes, “and 
Maggie Mills was ranking second 
in scoring for the total tournament 
despite only playing four games.”

According to Hayes, although 
originally the teams were supposed 
to play on a newly built outdoor 
rink on Parliament Hill, an extreme 
cold snap meant that all of their 
games were played indoors.

The team was able to take part 

in a family skate on the special 
outdoor ice, however, in –32 degree 
weather with wind chill.

“It was cold,” says Hayes.
One of the highlights for Ceilidh 

Hayes was the social aspects of 
the trip.

“Playing mini-sticks at the hotel 
was the best,” she says.

It was a jam-packed trip according 
to Ceilidh’s mum, Shawna.

“They got to see where the 
prime Minister lives, the Governor 
General residence, and a lot of 
embassies,” she said.

They also toured the Parliament 
buildings, visited the science 
museum, the Terry Fox statue, 
and the National Firefighters 
monument, and went to a hockey 
game between the Ottawa Senators 
and Boston Bruins.

For Hayes one element in 
particular stands out that captured 
the competitive spirit of the team.

At their hotel there were several 
other hockey teams.  A boys team 
from Virginia, who had never see 
snow, were also staying at the same 
hotel.

“The girls challenged the Virginia 
boys pee wee team to a snow ball 
fight and afterwards one of the boys 
came up to our team’s co-captain, 
Josie Lynch, and said thanks for the 
snow ball fight. She answered ‘We 
totally beat you!’” Hayes said.
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It’s all about music for The 
Blue Lane—the trio featuring 
Morgan Cruickshank on guitar 
and vocal Rachel Henderson 
on bass and vocal and drummer 
Connor Booth.

The two recently won the trophy 
for Jazz recording of the year 
during Nova Scotia music Week 
for their recent EP (extended 
play record that contains more 
tracks than a single but is usually 
unqualified as an album of LP) 
called  “Blind”.

“We are really happy about it,” 
says Cruickshank, who is from 
East Chester. 

“We have been working really 
hard,” says Henderson, who is 
from Truro.

A blue glass vase trophy that 
they have on hand is a reminder 
of their accomplishments to date 
and hints at what is yet to come 
for the trio.

“It was great to be recognized 
among the other nominees,” says 
Cruickshank, pointing out that 
the other nominees were more 
established artists.

Some of them were even their 
teachers at college.

“The whole (Music Week) 
event is geared for musicians 
finding new opportunities and 
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with conference panels to learn 
more about the industry,” says 
Henderson.

Cruickshank and Henderson 
have both been “doing music 
forever,” says Cruickshank.

The two met at the Nova Scotia 
Community College (NSCC) and 
have been playing a combination 
of jazz and blues music ever since 
they connected with Booth, who 
is from Lunenburg and started 
drumming at the age of 16.

In less than a year, the band 
has played 34 gigs in a variety 
of settings in Halifax as well as 
throughout Nova Scotia, including 
an outdoor concert at the skate 
park in Chester last summer.

“Jazz gets a stuffy reputation,” 
says Cruickshank.

Henderson adds, “We breathe 
in new life.”

The trio is heading back into the 
studio to record  a new album and 
all band members are involved in 
additional projects.

As for what the future holds, 
they plan to keep working.

“I would like to see us branch 
out across the country and even 
into Europe,” says Cruickshank.

“We can’t stop making music.  
It’s what we love to do,” says 
Henderson. Rachel Henderson and Morgan Cruickshank at Nova Scotia Music Week.  Missing from the photo is drummer 

Connor Booth.

St. Margaret’s Bay

Food Bank

www.smbfoodbank.ca

Assistant Manager required by the 
St. Margaret’s Bay Food Bank & Thrift Store. 

This is a 25 hr. Tuesday to Saturday salaried position 
with some after hours responsibilities. 

Computer/clerical/cashier skills an asset. 
Must be able able to work 

at all daily tasks with on-site volunteers. 
Resumés accepted at the Food Bank until January 16th.

13495 Peggy’s Cove Road

Rachel Henderson and Morgan 
Cruickshank’s trophy for Jazz 
recording of the year 2017

In preparation for the Christmas 2018 edition 
of the Masthead News, we would like our 
readers to send us stories or article ideas on what 
happened to them this past Christmas.

It can be anything from surprises to shocks to 
tears to love stories and anything else that will 
bring joy or interesting reading to our audience 
next Christmas.

If you can send us stories or ideas as quickly 
as possible, that would be good.

Thanks very much.
Sincerely yours,

Ron Driskill
Editor/Publisher

L o o k i n g  f o r  2 0 1 8 
Christmas Stories and 
Ideas from Our Readers


