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Danica Scully of Timberlea Among Contestants on
CBC’s Smartest Person Junior Show By Keith Ayling

Danica Scully

Eleven-year-old Danica Scully
of Timberlea is one of 12 Canadian
kids competing for the title of
Canada’s Smartest Person Junior
on CBC Television.
The show commenced on
Wednesday, November 14, at 8:00
p.m. and will run in six weekly
episodes.
Competition will determine
which youngster is crowned as
the first-ever Canada’s Smartest

Person Junior.
Those with the top performances
will continue to advance to each
episode.
In the final show the six finalists
will compete head to head and
culminate in a showdown between
the top two combatants.
Six categories of various items
for competition include physical,
musical, social, linguistic , logical
and visual smarts.
The kids are aged 9 to 12.
The Masthead News spoke with
Danica, who is a grade 7 student
at Armbrae Academy in Halifax,
after previously attending the
Beechville-Lakeside-Timberlea
Elementary schools.
Danica explained she got word
of the show when she spotted an
ad inviting children to give it a try.
She did, completed an
application, went through a test,

and was successful.
“It was a really cool experience
and a fantastic experience,” she
said.

Danica is very competitive
as she plays soccer and is in
debating.
She just returned from placing

second in a national debating
tournament, part of what she calls
her extra-curricular “Debating
Story con't on page 2

Nearly 4,000 PeopleAttend Remembrance
Day in Hammonds Plains/Lucasville
See story on page 2

The poppy is a standard symbol that reﬂects Remembrance Day.

w Amazing outdoor spaces
w B&A School Programs

w Full & Part-Time
w Serving HPCS & MSMS students

CREATIVE KIDS Education Centre

Engaging the Whole Child www.creativekids.info 902-832-KIDS

Friends and Relatives Celebrate Edie
Gilbert’s 100th Birthday By Keith Ayling

Automotive Service Centre, Hammonds Plains
2074 Hammonds Plains Road (902) 835-7691
Tire
rebates
until
end of
May,
2018
A Great
time available
to
Krown
Undercoat
your
vehicle
Tire
rebates
are here!

Let us help you ﬁnd the right tire for your driving needs. We are more than just tires

Other services include: brakes, diagnostic, exhaust, alignments, oil change,
suspension & Krown rust protection

Give us a call to book your appointment

TANTALLON
Please consider helping a child by making a donation or becoming involved
www.canadiantire.ca/jumpstart

‘Like’ us on Facebook Canadian Tire-Tantallon

Edith (Edie) Gilbert

Edith (Edie) Gilbert from
Timberlea had a community of
friends help her celebrate her
100th birthday at a special party
on November 18 th, held at St.
Andrews Anglican Church in
Timberlea.
A remarkable woman, Edie
was still living by herself at home
before moving into St. Vincent’s
Nursing Home in Halifax.
Her daughter, Jeannette Pelly,

explained that her mom was a “stay
at home mom”, devoting her life
to her family, to community work
at St. Andrews Church, including
the church guild, rummage sales,
and knit and bake activities.
Edie was born in Garnish,
Newfoundland, and moved to
Halifax in the early 1940’s where
she met and married John.
They had four children, three
Story con't on page 7
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Nearly 4,000 PeopleAttend
Remembrance Day

Happy
Holidays
From Our Family To Yours.

Thank you once again for your continued patronage
in 2018. It’s been our pleasure serving you.
Also thank you for helping us donate to
CHRISTMAS DADDIES - $1500.00 is this year’s contribution.
2018
C a le n da r
n ow
Ava ila ble!

Join us for our
Appreciation Christmas Social, Friday,
December 21st. from 1:00 p.m. to closing.
CLOSED FOR BUSINESS:

Friday, December 21, 2018 until Tuesday, January 2, 2019
A PROUD SUPPORTER OF LOCAL CHARITIES

SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST - 100%

Billy Joe’s

10% Seniors Discount on Labour

FREE VEHICLE PICK UP &
DELIVERY WITHIN 10 KMS
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Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday til 8 p.m. (by appt)
FREE WIFI

AUTOMOTIVE

6138 BAY ROAD (HWY#3) HEAD OF ST. MARGARET’S BAY, PHONE 826 2212

Have you seen the On Line directory attached
to our Web page? Just go to
www.themastheadnews.ca and click directory.
If your business isn't there, send us the info to
Richard@bytheseapublishing.ca and Get Listed.

Steven - (902) 412-7307
Peter - (902) 223-7307
info@goodmooring.ca

has become one of the largest
gatherings in the HRM.
More information can be found
on Facebook at The Greater
Hammonds Plains and Lucasville
Remembers page.

Story con't from page 1

Camp” under the direction of
Professor Ashton McNamara.
Danica’s future plans include
a desire “to be a lawyer and
attend Standford Law School” in
California.
This will certainly make her
parents, Natalie and Justin, very

proud.
Masthead News readers and
many others will be watching
anxiously and cheering Danica as
the show heads for a dramatic and
exciting conclusion on December
19th.

Hundreds of Students Celebrate
Remembrance Day

Remembrance Day was
celebrated on November 9 th by
hundreds of grades 3, 4 and 5
students at the Ecole BeechvilleLakeside-Timberlea Elementary
Senior School in Timberlea along
with a number of grade 2 students
from the neighbouring Elementary
Junior School in a ceremony that
included special displays, a pier,
and military oﬃcer Lt. Col. Tom
Murphy from Kingston, Ontario,
who served as the guest speaker.
A Remembrance Day wreath
was laid at the ceremony with the
students all wearing their special
poppies.
Prior to the special day, the

… to all our customers and friends in St. Margaret’s Bay & beyond. Thank you for allowing
us to serve you in 2018 and we look forward to being there for you in the new year.
In addition to providing your year-round dock & mooring needs, we are also available for
snow plowing over the next few months, so please give us a call when in need.
Our very best wishes to you and your families for a safe and happy holiday season.

St. Margaret’s Bay
Nova Scotia
Canada B3Z 2C4

attracting hundreds of people from
the community.
It is one of the few cenotaphs
in the HRM without a military
(Legion) sponsor.
In it’s ninth year, this ceremony

By Keith Ayling

Friendly Staﬀ /Comfortable Waiting Area

billyjoeauto@ns.aliantzinc.ca

An estimated 4,000 people
attended this year’s Remembrance
Day ceremony at the cenotaph in
Hammonds Plains, according to
spokesperson Kelly Mercer.
The first Remembrance D ay
ceremony took place in 2009
and attracted roughly a couple of
hundred people.
It was in 2015 that local
volunteers and planners decided
that a cenotaph would be a more
appropriate place to honor fallen
soldiers.
Four groups worked on the
plan—the Greater Hammonds
Plains and Lucasville Remembers
Community Group, the Department
of Veterans Affairs, the Department
of Parks and Recreation for HRM
and Heritage Monuments.
The dedication of the cenotaph
took place on July 2, 2016,

www.goodmooring.ca

Elementary Senior School hallways
were decorated with memorabilia
and table displays made by Janice
Tremblay, the school’s Educational
Program Assistant who works with
children with behaviour matters
and special needs.
Ms. Tremblay said she has been
making the displays for more than
10 years.
They are set up in the school
for a week to 10 days and include
war items, clothing and historical
material from both world wars,
and even some from the war in
Afghanistan.
She tells the students, “We
cannot forget our veterans ever.”

The Remembrance Day
celebration was held in the Senior
School gym where the students
sang the well-known song “Pittance
of Time” and also listened to the
Dartmouth Pipe and Drum Band.
A reception followed for all the
military people in attendance who
were represented with a certificate
with the school seal acknowledging
the 100 th anniversary of World
War I.
Ms. Tremblay said, “This is a
learning experience for the kids”
and we will start collecting material
next September for next year’s
Remembrance Day event.”
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New $10 Vertical Bank Note Features
Viola Desmond, Social Justice Activist

Office Hours
Monday - Friday

Residents may already be
putting the new, vertical, $10 bank
note into their wallets, purses and
bank accounts.
The new bank note, featuring
the vertical portrait of social
justice icon Viola Desmond, will
slowly be introduced to the public
over coming weeks and months.
“Now, each time this new
vertical $10 bill changes hands,
it will remind us of our continued
pursuit of human rights and social
justice in Canada,” said Bank
of Canada Governor Stephen S.
Poloz.
Desmond, a successful Nova
Scotia businesswoman, defiantly
refused to leave a white-only area
of a movie theatre in 1946.
Her court case was an inspiration
for the pursuit of racial equality
across Canada.

8:30am - 4:30pm
BERNADETTE JORDAN

902-527-5655
Bernadettejordan.ca

MP, SOUTH SHORE - ST. MARGARET’S

Happy Holidays from
Oceanstone Seaside Resort
Open Year Round
Five Minutes from Peggy’s Cove
Seaside cottages, suites & rooms

(902) 823-2160

Viola lived and worked in the
North End of Halifax.
With the issuance of the new
$10 note, the Bank of Canada’s
approach to issuing bank notes
is changing, says the Bank of
Canada.

Rather than issuing all five
denominations within a short time
frame, a new note will be issued
every few years to allow the bank
to integrate the latest security
features each time a new bank
note is issued.

Bells Ring for 100 Times Throughout
the Area By Catherine Clute

Check out our events at
oceanstoneresort.com

On November 11th bells rang out
everywhere within the readership
area of this publication.
They rang from church towers
and from front porches as part of
a project of the Royal Canadian
Legion to commemorate 100
years since the end of the First
DECEMBER 5, 2018
World War.
One of the bells in Chester
rang with a particular poignant
meaning.
According to Marion FrydayCook of the F. E. Butler Branch

STHEAD NEWS

44 Royal Canadian Legion, the
bell is inscribed with the name of
men from the community who had
served in the “war to end all wars”.
Their mothers had gathered the
funds necessary to have the bell
forged and it has been used as a
school bell for years.

Every time it rang it reminded
the families within earshot of
their loss.
The bell was moved to the
Chester District Elementary
School many years later and is
now rarely used.
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and ready to serve you!
LAKELANDS BLVD

Buy 2 Get 1 Free
on all Designline and
American Crew Products, CHAIN LAKE DRIVE
Ends December 31st
Canadiana

CANADIANA RESTAURANT

WE’RE HAIR

ST. MARGARET’S BAY ROAD/HIGHWAY # 3

5110 ST. MARGARET’S BAY ROAD

103 CHAIN LAKE DRIVE

Shown are Legion Comrades David Hume, Marion Fryday-Cook and
Bill Dyer testing out the bell.

Near Lawtons Drugs and Canadian Tire 826-7041
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Money spenders may have
noticed that a new toonie was in
circulation on Remembrance Day.
A commemorative coin was
issued to help honour the sacrifices
of those who fought or died in
battle in the First World War,
marking 100 years since the end
of that conflict.
Three million coins were
minted for the occasion.
The guns of the First World War
fell silent on November 11, 1918,
after the signing of an armistice
between Germany and allied
nations.
Close to 61,000 Canadians had
been killed and another 172,000

were wounded.
Ano ther 1,305 people from
Newfoundland, which had not
yet oﬃcially joined Canada at that
point, fought and died during the
conflict as well.
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Province Should Implement All
Recommendations in the Lahey
Report to Protect NS Forests
Says St. Margaret’s Bay Stewardship Association

Bringing quality Physiotherapy and Health
Care treatments to the community for
over 21 years: laser, manual therapy,
acupuncture, active exercise and
injury prevention programs.
 Physiotherapy
 Massage Therapy
 Orthotics
 Sport Medicine Bracing

902-826-2338

3650 Hammonds Plains Rd.

(Between Sobey’s and Goodlife Fitness)

www.smbphysio.com

Offering day & evening
appointments
Monday to Friday.
*We direct bill WCB
claims and most
insurance companies.

Follow us on

T h e S t . M a rg a r e t ’s B a y
Stewardship Association this
week called on Nova Scotia’s
Department of Lands and Forestry
to implement all recommendations
in the Lahey Report, released on
August 21st this year.
The Association says it is
particularly concerned about
Nova Scotia’s current clearcutting policies, which benefit
large forestry companies at the
expense of healthy forests.
Saying the current “close
relationship between the
Department of Lands and Forestry
and the large industrial players is
a clear conflict of interest,” the
Association supports the Lahey
Report’s proposal for a “legislated
forest planning process” to make
the department responsible for
oversight of forestry practices,
removing it from its current role as
operational decision-maker.
Professor Bill Lahey, author
of the report, calls for a more
ecosystem-based forestry
approach, including clear-cutting
of less than 25% on Crown Lands.
Current practices allow for 65
percent.
In a letter to Iain Rankin,
Minister of Lands and Forestry,
Nick Horne, the Stewardship
Association’s chair, said, “One
cannot steward forests and
systematically allow clear cuts.”
Horne’s letter notes that Lahey
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raises doubts the Nova Scotia
government’s current approach
will “produce the intended shift
toward ecological forestry on a
timely and meaningful basis”
(Lahey Report, page 55).
In fact, Horne notes, according
to the report, that may be the
government’s intention, and
“delaying that shift (to ecological
forestry) while appearing to be
working toward it may be the
objective of the department”
(Lahey Report, page 55).
Horne says Nova Scotia’s
forests are important to the whole
province, helping to maintain
soil and water quality, plant and
wildlife species diversity, and
habitat protection, among other
ecological benefits.
But, Horne says, healthy tourism
also requires healthy forests.
“Our province’s brand is that of
a pristine environment with clean
shorelines, beautiful beaches, and

forested headlands and mountains,
all in a safe environment.
“The economic value of our
forested landscape for tourism is
massive.”
Acknowledging the Lahey
R e p o r t ’s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
represent “sweeping changes
affecting how an established
bureaucracy has functioned for
many years,” Horne calls the
report “an excellent chance to
make a positive change to remove
the department from its current
conflicts of interest and to provide
an example of ecological forestry
that can be emulated by private
wood-lot owners throughout our
province.”
Horne says the stewardship
Association “believes that by
courageous implementation” of
Lahey’s recommendations, the
government can “improve the
health of our forests and thus our
province.”

Christmas Fundraiser Comedy
Set to Raise Holiday Spirit at
Chester Playhouse By Catherine Clute
It has become a Christmas
tradition at the Chester
Playhouse—a mad cap amateur
theatre production with a large
cast of local characters.
This year’s offering features an
original comedy, “The Christmas
Fundraiser”, written and directed
by Susan Cruickshank.
The setting is a small space
in a school basement where a
group of concerned citizens with
different agendas gather for an
emergency fundraising meeting
but, according to Cruickshank,
things do not go as originally
planned with twists and turns and
revelations.
Although this is Cruickshank’s
first production with the Chester
Drama Society, she has previously
written two comedies presented
by the Chester Playhouse
in The Summer Festival of
Performances: “A Brief Case”
and “The Rum Runner Classic
Radio Adventure.”’
The Christmas Fundraiser is
an original story with a cast
of 10 actors and promises to
ring a bell with anyone in the
audience who has ever been to a
community meeting, according to
Cruickshank.
“I wanted to try my hand at a
Christmas comedy,” she says. “I
love creating funny characters and
I’ve been to many meetings that
were going nowhere. It seemed
like a good fit,” she says.
“We and the Chester Playhouse
are once again delighted to
welcome the Chester Drama
Society as they produce their

annual Christmas Show,” says
General Manager Roma Dingwell.
According to Cruickshank, the
play concerns an eclectic and
dysfunctional group of townsfolk
dealing with a fundraising problem
with impatience, competitiveness,
paranoia, and entitlement.
When a bag of fruit-flavoured
gummy bears is added to the
mix, “Ideas bubble while tempers
simmer and craziness comes to a
full boil,” says Cruickshank. “It’s
the recipe for a tasty comedy that
takes the term ‘Christmas High’ to
a whole new meaning.”
The production features
Annika Junger, Reta Kuhn, Will
McCorriston, Jewel March,
Julianna James, Allan Haggett,
Ryan Smith, Gavin Flinn, Jim
Bignell, and Katie MacDonald
and is produced by Sandy Morash.
The play runs from December
5th to the 8th at 7:30 p.m.
Just before the performance
of the play, the Chester Cookie
Contest and Auction returns to the
Chester playhouse on December
8th, providing a chance for cookie
bakers to compete for bragging
rights, and for non-bakers to bid
on the winning cookies.
The event takes place from 1:00
to 4:00 p.m. with registration and
cookie drop-off at noon.
The best Christmas cookies will
be offered up for auction following
pronouncements by judges.
For more details and contest
rules contact Sandy Morash by
email at s.morash@ns.sympatico.
ca or by phone at 902-275-8090.
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• NS Power Certiﬁed ETS Installer
• NS Power Service Provider
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Wills and Estates

Family Law
Personal Injury

General Litigation
902-858-3066

www.davidbondlaw.com
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Trust your hearing to the specialists

www.ivorycarpentry.ca

• WCB covered and fully insured
Snow
• Journeyman carpenters
Plowing
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Gutter Cleaning
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COULSTRINGS
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Rhyno’s Auto Sales

Willie Rhyno
4543 Hwy 3
Chester, Nova Scotia
Home 275-2475

Chester Service Centre Ltd
Terry & Penny Bremner

Owners
24 Hour Roadside Assistance
Complete Automotive Service and Repairs
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MASTHEAD NEWS

DECEMBER 5, 2018

PAGE 7

The Masthead News Service Directory

Anglicans Looking to Erect
Memorial for Fallen Soldiers

Building a Better Sandbox

Inspired by the 2018
Remembrance Day ceremony at
the Seabright Legion’s cenotaph
marking the 100th anniversary of
the end of the Great War, members
of St. Peter’s parish council met
a week later and decided that it
would be fitting and appropriate
to remember those individuals
from the parish who had given
their lives in the wars of the 20th
century.
To that end a project has been
initiated among the Anglican
communities of Glen Margaret,
Hackett’s Cove, Indian Harbour,
Peggy’s Cove and West Dover to
identify such deceased veterans.
Many of them are the ancestors
or relatives of St. Margaret’s Bay
families today.
Recognizing that it may be a
challenge to obtain the names of

The Hubbards Barn
Association (HBA) has done
some “heavy lifting” during this
past summer and fall, moving the
children’s sandbox and creating
a larger, safer playground
area as part of a plan to make
the grounds more accessible,
welcoming and family-friendly.
“The original sandbox was
small and located right in the

Submitted by Mike Cooper

those who fell, particularly in the
First World War over 100 years
ago, the rector and parish council
members are appealing for this
historical information.
Ultimately, when all the names
have been collected, a suitable
commemorative memorial will
be dedicated at St. Peter’s Church,
Hackett’s Cove.
“So please search your family
trees for the names of those who
served and fell in the First and
Second World Wars, the Korean
conflict and in Afghanistan—’Lest
We Forget’”, say the organizers.
Further information may be
obtained from Reverend Andrew
Cooke, canon.cooke@outlook.
com or 902-717-2275 or Mike
Cooper cmoserisland@bellaliant.
net or 902-823-1600.

Friends and Relatives
Celebrate
Story con't from page 1

boys and one girl.
John passed away 35 years
ago and that’s when Edie began
gardening and cleaning up the
church cemetery.
She loved the work but
unfortunately, just before turning
90, and after two hip replacements,
she had to retire from her church
work.
Her 90-year-old sister still lives
in St. John’s.
Over 300 turned out for this
special birthday party that
saw certificates and awards of

recognition coming from MLA
Iain Rankin, Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, Premier Stephen
McNeil, Nova Scotia Lieutenant
Governor Arthur J. LeBlanc, and
Fred Hiltz, Archbishop of the
Anglican Church.
Relatives from as far away as
Alberta, Newfoundland and New
Brunswick were on hand to help
Edie celebrate her special day.
Edie and her family would like
to extend sincere thanks to the St.
Andrew’s Ladies Group for their
help in arranging the celebrations.

By the Bay Treasure Chest Association
middle of the main outdoor
traffic area on market days,” says
Christine Hall, HBA treasurer.
Using its earned share of BTC
funds, HBA engaged a contractor
to help level out ground, move
boulders and create a space
suitable for volunteers to build
a larger sandbox in a more kidfriendly area, accompanied by
more seats for parents and other

guests.
“This improvement has been
one of our most welcomed,”
says Christine, “especially by
the children who would check
out the building progress weekly
at Saturday’s markets.”
In fact, she says, it was their
most popular gathering area all
week long.
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Outdoor Vigil Held for Victims of Gender Violence
By Keith Ayling

Prayers were said, 14 candles
lit, and placards were displayed
at Redmond’s Plaza in Upper
Tantallon on November 30th as
dozens turned out for the third
annual outdoor vigil against
gender violence organized by the
Parish of French Village Mother’s
Union.
The 14 candles were lit in
recognition of the Montreal
massacre in the 1990s where 14
women were killed at Montreal’s
Ecole Polytechnique.
Attendees heard speakers, music
and prayers during the ceremony,
including a moving address from
Lynn Blackburn whose sister was
murdered a few years ago as a
result of domestic violence.
She spoke on behalf of Silent
Witness Nova Scotia, noting that
“between 1991 and 2018, there
were 54 women in Nova Scotia
who lost their lives to violence
at the hands of their intimate
partners, forever silencing their

voices. The time has come to end
their silence.”
Silent Witness Nova Scotia
is a group of organizations and
individuals working together to
raise awareness of the realities of
domestic violence.
Chester-St. Margaret’s MLA
Hugh MacKay spoke, saying, “I
applaud the efforts of the Mothers’
Union to hold today’s vigil and I
pledge my support to increasing
government action towards
reducing, and eliminating, genderbased violence.”
He noted “women need to feel
safe and free from all forms of
violence, including psychological/
emotional abuse, financial abuse,
sexual abuse and physical abuse.
The 14 candles were also lit for
victims of war, victims of domestic
violence, victims of child abuse,
victims of human trafficking,
missing and murdered indigenous
women, victims of religious and
school shootings, disabled people

who are victimized, elderly people
who suffer abuse, those who suffer
from verbal abuse, for women
and children living in shelters,
those who work in shelters, for
perpetrators of violence who
may have their own afflictions,
for politicians and policy-makers
that may have empathy in their
hearts when laws and policies are
drafted, and for the families of the
victims of abuse.
Information pamphlets on
gender violence and where to go
for knowledge and assistance were
on display and included, in part, the
Canadian Women’s Foundation
( w w w. c a n a d i a n w o m e n .
org), Bryony House (www.
bryonyhouse.ca), Silent Witness
(www.silentwitnessnovascotia.
ca), Shelter Safe (www.sheltersafe.
ca), and Adsum House (www.
adsumforwomen.ca).
The vigil ended with a display
of placards carried by many of
those in attendance.

Demonstrators with their placards.

Lung Association Introduces
20 New Radon Detectors in
Libraries
The Lung Association of Nova
Scotia announced that it will be
introducing 20 new radon detector
devices into public libraries across
the province as part of the Radon
Detector Library Loan Program.
The program was launched in
Nova Scotia last year and provides
access to digital radon detectors,
which are intended to give an
indication of radon levels in the
home.
Radon is a radioactive gas that
has no smell, can’t be seen, and is
present in most homes.
Long-term exposure to elevated
levels of radon in the home,
especially for smokers, increases
your risk of developing lung
cancer.

A part of the group on vigil.

Those who are interested
in borrowing a radon detector
can contact any branch of the
Halifax library system (including
Hubbards and Tantallon) and ask
for one or put your name into the
system.
You can also contact Redmond’s
Hardware in Upper Tantallon at
902-826-2517.
Redmond’s rents them for a
week at $25.00 but a deposit of
$100 has to be paid up front, with
$75.00 of that deposit coming
back to you when you return the
detector.
Other businesses in your area
may also rent out detectors and it
is worth checking into.

Trust BayRides Reindeer
Ready to Serve at Annual
Christmas Dinner

A memory tree of victims

Close to Home—The Would Be Path
to War

In the period between the First
World War and the Second World
War, the U. S. military drew up a
series of Colour Coded War Plans
based on likely global threats from
the enemy.
War Plan Crimson called for
an invasion of Canada, which
involved an attack on many fronts,
initially starting with a seaborne

invasion of Halifax.
However, because the port was
fortified and thought to be mined,
a number of other areas were
considered for landing operations.
Of these, St. Margaret’s Bay
was deemed most favorable.
“Deep water, with a minimum
depth of 7 fathoms extends nearly
to the head of the Bay, not far from

Hubley and French Village, which
are on an improved road and on
the railroad from Yarmouth to
Halifax,” said a report.
“The bay is protected from all
winds and seas, except those from
the south, and is of sufficient size
to harbor any fleet required for the
expedition.”

The trusty BayRides reindeers
are getting ready to help out with
the annual Christmas Dinner at
the Royal Canadian Legion in
Seabright on Saturday, December
8th.
They will start by delivering
the turkeys to the expert cooks at
the Legion.
BayRides reindeers will also be
providing free transportation for
seniors attending the Christmas
Dinner.
In addition, all meals delivered
directly to seniors’ homes will
include a BayRides voucher.
BayRides is on track to do 8,700

trips covering 170,000 km this
fiscal year.
“This is a 69% increase in
the number of trips and an 82%
increase in distance travelled over
last year,” explains Ms. King.
The holiday season is a very
busy time for the BayRides
reindeers, so it is best to book at
least a week in advance.
There will be no service on
December 25th, 26th or on New
Year’s Day.
For further details on holiday
hours or to book a ride, call 902820-6600 or email dispatch@
bayrides.ca.

The Masthead News ~ The Best Read
Community Newspaper in the Fastest Growing
Area of Nova Scotia! Going into approximately
18,000 Homes & Businesses!
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Ivy Coolen of the Aspotogan Peninsula Launches Unique
Cookbook
Ivy Coolen of the Aspotogan
Peninsula loves to bake.
It makes her feel good and she
likes making something other
people will enjoy.
Not only is she good at baking
but she also draws and she has
combined these two talents into
a new book called “The Art of
Baking”.
“I have been painting for a few
years now,” she says, “and l started
baking when I was 17.
“During my spare time I am
usually at the Shatford Library
looking for recipes” or she may
go online.
In her book launch on November
28 th at the Shatford, people
came to see her book. Everything
aligned and she sold 58 copies at
$15.00 apiece.
She still has 242 copies to sell
and she will be doing that on her
own, setting up for sales at local

markets and functions.
Her books cannot be found in
retail stores.
“The book will stand on its
own,” says editor and writer Pat
Thomas, who owns Wendywood
Publishing and who published
her book.
In talking about Ivy’s cookies,
Mary Leslie Pelham said, that Ivy’s
gingerbread men and snowman
sugar cookies “are delicious, well
presented in gift bags, and always
delivered with a smile on her face-very thoughtfully done, special
occasion cookies.”
Alexis Andrews said, “Ivy’s
cookies are amazing and packed
with yummy goodness.”
Brenda Coolen remarked, “I
think she puts a lot of work into
it—they’re tasty--so (the cookies)
turn out good, not over-baked, and
well-presented.”
Baking is like painting,” says

Ivy. “You are creating and
producing something with your
own two hands that other people
might enjoy. There is an art to
doing that.”
Ivy sells her work at local
markets as well as seasonal
markets in Bridgewater, Seabright,
Mahone Bay and the Hubbards
Barn.
Ivy lives with her father on
the Aspotogan Peninsula and has
attended schools in the Aspotogan/
Chester community.
“Really, she qualifies as
Aspotogan’s very own folk artist,”

A Knock on the Door
A sparrow, low and squat,
hopped along a sidewalk of a
humble house.
He did not know what might
be in front of him, but continued
to hop toward the steps of the
scary house that was so much
bigger than he.
Even when the door opened
and a human stepped out, he
continued to hop toward the
steps, and then paused.
The man who came out stood
on the steps, looked down at
the little figure before him, and
said, “Well, look here. This is
unusual. Are you sick?”
The little sparrow for all the
world looked like he was hurt
and couldn’t fly.
Just as the man was trying to
figure out how to help the little
creature, it suddenly flew off and
disappeared from sight.
“I was going to bring it some
food,” he thought to himself, but
was thankful nothing was wrong
with the bird.
“Perhaps he’s just shortsighted,” he thought, “or a little
dense.”
The man thought nothing
more about it and prepared for
Christmas as the days went by.
The house was warm and cozy
on the night of Christmas Eve.
Christmas music was playing
and the air was filled with the
smells of baking cookies.
Outside the wind howled and
the snow fell prodigiously.
Suddenly, there was a knock
at the door and the man thought,
“WHO could that be at this time
of night and in such weather?”
When he opened the door,
there stood a young child, poorly
dressed for the weather and
shivering from head to toe.
“Please, sir, may I come in?”
he said. “The weather is freezing
and I am very hungry.”
Perplexed by what he saw, he
immediately brought the child
in and said, “Come! Come into
my home and get warm. "Yes, I
will get you something to eat.”
The child smiled with
appreciation and went in as the

man kindly pushed him into the
hallway.
The man immediately wrapped
the boy in warm blankets and
gave him some hot chocolate
to drink and then began to fix
the food.
The boy stayed within the
living room, looking at the
glorious Christmas tree that was
festooned with glowing lights,
shiny bulbs, and tinsel.
The red flush that had covered
his face when the man opened
the door was now gone.
Perhaps 15 minutes rolled
around and then the man brought
in a tray of roast beef that he had
warmed from the refrigerator,
portions of corn, peas, and
potatoes, and a glass of milk,
with freshly baked cookies on
the side.
The boy gratefully took the
tray and ate the food like he had
never eaten before.
Looking up at him with
sparkling eyes, the boy then
said, “I am not who I appear to
be. I am the Christ child.”
With that a bright light began
to emanate from him and became
brighter and brighter until the
room was filled with light.
“This was a test to see if
the riches of the world had
clouded your heart and made
you insensitive to the needs of
others," said the child. "Only
love could have made you open
the door to an unknown child and
invite him in from his suffering.
“Only love could have made
you wrap me up in warm
blankets and provide me with
food and drink.
“And because of the good
deeds that you have always done
in your life for others, your name
will be written in the Book of
Life. Entrance into My kingdom
is assured.
“As for the sparrow that you
saw earlier, that was me, coming
to see if your kindness extended
even to those who are among the
smallest of my creatures.
Your thoughts of kindness
were enough."

Ivy Coolen

said Pat.
As a self-taught artist Ivy joined
the Aspotogan Arts and Crafts
group in 2015, a year after she
began to create and sell pieces
of art.
Ivy began by painting wooden
signs and canvases, recreating
movie characters and scenes.
Now she paints from her
imagination as well as local
scenes, using acrylics and colour
pencils.
She also makes little crafts to
sell.

Ivy was 19 when she sold her
first piece of art four years ago.
For Ivy, it’s not so much about
the money she receives; it’s about
producing something that brings
others pleasure and makes them
smile.
She began to bake with her
mother as a 17-year-old and now
enjoys baking as much as creating
her art and poetry.
Yes, Ivy is also a published poet.
Her poems have appeared in print
in two issues of Teens Now Talk
magazine and a poetry anthology.
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St. Luke’s United Church Brings Square
Roots Food Program to Upper Tantallon
By Joanne Ellis

A STRONG VOICE FOR
Hugh MacKay - MLA
Chester - St.Margaret’s
(902) 826-0222

info@hughmackay.ca

hughmackay.ca

@HughMacKayMLA
@HughMacKayCSM

TANTALLON
Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year From
the Staff at Canadian Tire
Tantallon

Ronald A. Walker Funeral Homes
Hubbards & Upper Tantallon
Invite you to a special candle light service
To honor and remember someone you have loved and lost.

Anyone interested in supporting
Nova Scotia farmers, eating local
produce, and reducing waste in
our landfills will be excited to
learn the Square Roots program is
coming to Upper Tantallon.
The first church in the province
to do so, St. Luke’s United Church
has become a Square Roots
franchise and pick-up centre for
bags of farm fresh, locally grown
produce that, because of it’s size
or shape, was not acceptable to
grocery stores.
This is a new, monthly program
with veggie bags available for
sale and pick-up, usually the last
Sunday of every month.
Square Roots is a successful
social enterprise program
developed more than two years ago
and run by St. Mary’s University
business students.
It shares perfectly good root
vegetables and fruit in 10 pound
bags with customers across the
province at $10.00 per bag or
$5.00 if that is all they can afford.
As Annika Sangster, St. Luke’s
Minister explains, “It’s a fabulous
program that we hope will continue
to grow and feed local families.
“For $10.00 a bag, each
customer will get a 10 pound
bag of mixed vegetables and fruit
that would otherwise have been
discarded just because of it’s shape
or size.
“The grocery stores only take
the perfect looking ones, leaving
so much that farmers must toss.
“Well, not any more. This
program is feeding people with
food that otherwise would go to
waste.”
Each bag typically contains
seasonal, local vegetables like
potatoes, carrots, turnips, onions,
applies, squash, corn or parsnip.
They are weighed in advance to
ensure they hit the 10 pound mark.
At pick-up, customers are
requested to bring an empty reusable cloth bag to exchange for
a full bag of produce.
Sign up online at
squarerootsfood.ca to place your
order or call the church at 902826-2523 to be added to the
Square Roots list.
You can pay at pick-up with
cash only or through the Square
Roots website with e-transfer.
The pick-up date for December
is Sunday, December 16th, at the
church from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30
a.m.
The location is 5374 St.
Margaret’s Bay Road (Hwy #3),
Upper Tantallon.
The pick-up goes all year round,
once a month, usually the last
Sunday of the month.

Volunteer crews are also
assembling to help with bag
distribution and packing.
Contact St. Luke’s if you’d

Marilyn MacDonald sells a veggie bag to Edna Cooke.

Hannah (last name not given), a St. Mary’s University student, weighs
every veggie bag.

Volunteers assemble and unload veggies for the November distribution.

7 p.m. Monday, December 17, 2018.
Ronald A. Walker Funeral Homes
13549 Peggy’s Cove Road
Upper Tantallon
RSVP: 826-1331 or 857-9594
Email: rhonda@rawalker.ca
Following the interdenominational candle light service a
Reception will be held in the lower level of the funeral home

like to be involved in this new
program, addressing so many
issues of food security and food
waste in our community.

By Catherine Clute
Chester’s Stephanie Beaumont
is a very busy person.
She currently is responsible
for tourism promotion for the
Municipality of the District of
Chester, hosts a program on the
community radio station Cove
FM, and runs an active website
promoting arts and entertainment

in the Atlantic Provinces.
She also, by her own admission,
is a huge fan of the Christmas
season.
This Christmas Beaumont has
added another feather to her cap by
writing and releasing a new song,
“You Are My Christmas”, inspired

by her 11-year-old daughter.
Beaumont wrote the song with
Cape Breton music producer and
singer/ songwriter Fred Lavery.
Beaumont is expected to
perform the new song during the
2018 Christmas Daddies Telethon.
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Village to Micou’s Island Being Considered
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By Keith Ayling
Close to three dozen people turned out at
the Seabright Legion on November 15th to
review an application by Gary Burchell of
French village to relocate a fish weir (net)
from its present location near Burchell’s
Wharf in French Village to a site off Micou’s
Island in St. Margaret’s Bay.
The meeting was hosted by Gary Burchell,
along with Ivan Fraser who gave a detailed
presentation on the history of the area.
He noted the relocation would be part of
the Burchell’s Wharf Restoration project in
French Village that would see the former
fish store restored and the wharf rebuilt at
the existing facility, allowing fresh mackerel
to once again be sold at that location.
He noted it would be good for tourism
and employment in the area.
Concerns from the meeting participants
focused on recreational boat traffic in the
proposed weir location, problems with
navigation, swimming, net placement,
distance from the shoreline, and seals and
tuna getting caught in the weir.
Only one weir would be placed in the area
and would only be there for three months of

the year, according to Mr. Burchell.
Mr. Burchell noted the actual net
placement would be determined by the
direction of the mackerel in which they
swim.
Mike Lancaster of the St. Margaret’s
Bay Stewardship Association said his
group “mostly supports this if cooperation
continues between Mr. Burchell and the
association.
The application is for a “Commercial
License” and was originally denied
according to Dwayne Surette, Chief of
Resources for South West Nova, Fisheries
and Oceans Canada.
He said this meeting was held to review
the matter “to get community input” and see
if the concerns on why the application was
denied could be addressed.
He said this department will review the
matter once again and hopefully have an
answer “before the New Year.”
Information on the Burchell’s Wharf
Restoration project can be found at their
site on Facebook.

RCMP Cruiser Filled More than
Three Times to Help Residents
in Need By Keith Ayling

Burchell’s Wharf

The combined efforts of the RCMP,
Tantallon Canadian Tire, and the Hubbards
Area Lions Club saw an RCMP cruiser filled
with toys and gifts more than three times,
and over $750 collected from generous
shoppers that will help provide a better
Christmas for St. Margaret’s Bay area
residents in need.
This was the third annual event staged
at the Tantallon Canadian Tire store on
November 24th with the money going to
help the St. Margaret’s Bay Food Bank,
Feed Nova Scotia, and the toys and gifts
being distributed by the Lions Club on

THINK BEFORE
YOU PARK
When and where you park during the winter
can have a big impact on clearing.
The municipality is stepping up winter parking enforcement in areas around hospitals and
schools, bus routes and problem streets for emergency vehicles and clearing equipment.
Plan ahead. Walk, carpool, take the bus or make arrangements for off-street parking
when the overnight parking ban is in effect or there is bad weather in the forecast.
Learn more at:

halifax.ca/snow

December 22nd.
Applications for the toys and gifts can
be had by contacting a member of the
Hubbards Area Lions Club who in the past
have also had requests for help from the St.
Margaret’s Bay Lions Club.
The Hubbards Club is at 43 Lions Club
Road in Hubbards. Call 902-857-9845 for
an application or further information.
Two highlights of the afternoon event
were free popcorn for shoppers and a
Christmas greeting from old St. Nick
himself!

In the photo are (left to right) Michelle Labine, Constable Sian Houston, Santa (Firman
Storm), and members of the Hubbards Lions Club—Shirley Tanner, William Burns, Deanna
Burns, and Rex Lane.

Have you seen the On Line directory attached
to our Web page? Just go to
www.themastheadnews.ca and click directory.
If your business isn't there, send us the info to
Richard@bytheseapublishing.ca and Get Listed.

PAGE 12

DECEMBER 5, 2018

MASTHEAD NEWS

Come worship with
us this Christmas Season!
First Baptist Church
Christmas
Services

St.Luke's
United Church

1839 Hammonds Plains, Rd.
Hammonds Plains, N.S.
(Across from Hatfield Farms)
Sun., Dec. 9th – The Chordially Yours ladies trio will present a concert of
Christmas music at 7:00pm at First Baptist Church, 1839 Hammonds Plains,
Rd. (across from Hatfield Farms). Admission is free. Join us for an evening of
festive music in a beautifully decorated setting, with light refreshments to follow.
www.chordiallyyourstrio.ca
Sat., Dec. 15th – Cantata and Carols. Enjoy singing some of your favourite
Christmas carols and hear the choir cantata “O Little Town of Bethlehem” at First
Baptist Church, 1839 Hammonds Plains, Rd. (across from Hatfield Farms), at
7:00pm. Apple cider and cookies to follow.
Sun., Dec. 16th – Enjoy the choir cantata presentation of “O Little Town of
Bethlehem” at First Baptist Church, 1839 Hammonds Plains, Rd. (across from
Hatfield Farms), at 11:00am. Apple cider and cookies following the service.
Mon., Dec 24th – Christmas Eve Service at 6:30pm at First Baptist Church,
1839 Hammonds Plains, Rd. (across from Hatfield Farms). Join us for a familyoriented service of Christmas music and memories.

Enjoy an evening of beautiful Christmas
music with Chordially Yours

Sunday, December 9th at 7:00pm
First Baptist Church
1879 Hammonds Plains Road (across from Hatfield Farms)
Freewill Offering – Light Refreshments

For more than 120 years,
St.Luke's United Church has
been part of this community's
Christmas celebrations in the
Bay. We hope that you and your
family will join us in 2018 as
we spread the peace and joy of
Christ's love with others.
All services are open to
children and our building is
fully accessible. Music, carols
and the word of God are shared
on:
December 24th, 4:30 pm
Children's Worship with
House Band (unapologetically
for young children).
December 24th, 6:30 pm
Family Worship with the
House Band.
December 24th, 10:00 pm
Communion & Candle Light.
Annika Sangster
Diaonal Minister
St.Luke's United Church,
Upper Tantallon.
Phone: 902-826-2280
www.stlukesunited.ca
Sign up for St.Luke's Weekly
Announcements

The Anglican
Parish of
French Village
Schedule of Services for Christmas
Sunday, December 23
10.00 a.m. St Paul’s, French Village - Worship and Praise Service With Music
Monday, December 24 Christmas Eve
4 p.m. St. George’s, Head of St Margaret’s Bay - Family Service
8 p.m. St. James’, Boutilier’s Point - BCP Eucharist
10 p.m. St. Margaret’s, Tantallon - Candlelight BAS Eucharist
Tuesday, December 25 Christmas Day
10 a.m. St. Paul’s, French Village - BCP Eucharist
Please Note: Any services scheduled for St Paul’s are subject to the
installation of a new heating system. Please check our website for any changes.

All are invited and will be warmly welcomed!
www.parishoffrenchvillage.ca

Everyone Welcome!
May God Bless!
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Playground Revamp Campaign Kicks Knights of Columbus Help
Off at SMB Elementary By Joanne Ellis
Children in Need of Warm

Everyone agrees that giving kids
safe, accessible and interesting
outdoor spaces to play and learn
at school is important; so much so
that a new committee of volunteer
parents and teachers has formed
at St. Margaret’s Bay Elementary
School.
It is early in the planning, but
they aim to launch a fundraising
campaign to support a bigger
playground revamp than the one
HRM has scheduled at the school
for summer 2020.
As principal Paula Hoyt explains,
there are several reasons why this
committee’s support is so exciting
and important to the playground
project.
“We are so fortunate to have
such a strong parent and teacher
group forming this committee,”
she says. “Working together with
our community, we can increase
the playground by upgrading the
budget from where it sits now at
about $30,000 and hopefully make
some great additions to our outdoor
spaces for the kids.”
The current school population
of 406 students makes maximum
use of the existing play structures,
which were originally built with

the school in 1999, and is now 19
years old, making it crowded and
at capacity.
Although the footprint of land the
school owns is large, not much of
it is useful to the playing children.
Playground committee volunteer
Dianna Rievaj, mother of two sons
at the school, has been visiting
other playgrounds to see what the
trends are and get ideas of what’s
possible with the right funding.
As Dianna says, “Wouldn’t it be
great if we could take advantage of
the school’s wonderful space and
design an outdoor classroom on
the hill, a walking path around the
sports field and some nature-based
climbing structures?
“I know my kids would enjoy
improvements and I think it would
give all the kids more things to do
and explore at breaks.”
Making the new playground
design accessible to all students,
including those with physical
disabilities or wheelchair needs, is
another priority.
Robin Gushue’s daughter,
Olivia, a third grader at the school,
is wheelchair bound and the current
playground structures all sit on pea-

gravel type bases.
As Gushue explains, ‘That
means she can’t use them and
there are no options for her outside
right now.
“On the wish list, I’d love to
see accessible swings and the soft,
recycled tire bases that allow for
wheelchairs to roll easily without
getting stuck.”
The committee is hard at work
organizing itself, identifying grant
money that may be available for the
project and gaining support from
parents and the community.
Volunteers who wish to help
should contact the Parent Teacher
Committee at smbesptc@gmail.
com and parents should watch for
more news soon on the campaign,
including a survey to collect
ideas for the wish list of the new
playground;
Donations are welcomed from
businesses and community groups
who will be recognized as part
of the playground upgrade and
help meet the campaign goal of
$350,000.
Watch the school website at smb.
hrce.ca for more information and
updates.

Winter Coats in the Bay
Thirty-two children in
need of warm clothing for the
winter received coats through
the actions of the Knights of
Columbus in the Bay area.
On November 5 th , Knight
Gary Gallant delivered 11 coats
to Ecole Beaubassin School and
21 coats went to children in the
Hammonds Plains Consolidated
a n d E a s t S t . M a rg a r e t ’s
Consolidated Schools.
The 32 coats were given
in response to an inquiry the
Knight’s made earlier in the
fall, asking if the schools knew
of any children in need of such
help.
“Through a special order from

a Canadian supplier, we were
able to purchase three boxes of
12 coats (each),” said Gary.
The four coats that were left
over have been offered to other
schools.
“If I end up hearing about
other local schools or individuals
with additional needs, we do
have the ability to order more
coats,” Gary added.
“We are able to pay for these
coats with funds raised through
the year from our weekly card
games held at the Lakeside Fire
Hall,” said Margaret Forbrigger,
Administrative Assistant in the
St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Parish.

Paula Hoyt, Principal at St. Margaret’s Bay Elementary, and Olivia Gushue, a third grade student, need the
community’s support and financial assistance to revamp the school’s playground spaces.

Lori Ann Comeau (Principal of Ecole Beaubassin) and Gary Gallant
show off one of 11 winter coats delivered on November 5.

A Christmas Contract from
Kennedy Schofield Lawyers

Auditions Being Held for
Spring Production of “Guys
and Dolls” Submitted by Jim Sutherland

THIS AGREEMENT MADE BINDING THIS 5TH
DAY OF DECEMBER 2018 BETWEEN:

Kennedy Schofield Lawyers, hereinafter the
“Elves” and the Readers of the Masthead,
hereinafter the “Carolers”
WHEREAS the Elves and Carolers currently
reside and/or work in the St. Margaret’s
Bay Community

The ELVES and CAROLERS shall take the
opportunity to spend time with friends
and family and celebrate the joys of the
season.
Signature: Kennedy Schofield Lawyers
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays
from all of us at Kennedy Schofield!

AND WITNESSETH that in consideration of
mutual promises to each other, the Parties
agree as follows:
The ELVES and the CAROLERS hereby agree
to spread kindness and good cheer
throughout the community, to neighbours
and visitors alike;
The parties shall be responsible for their
own actions and each party shall indemnify
the other for all liability associated with
their actions under this AGREEMENT; AND

If you require assistance of a lawyer for
real estate, wills and estate, probate,
family law or corporate matters, contact
Kennedy Schofield Lawyers for legal
advice by calling 902-826-9140.

The St. Luke’s Community
Players announced that they
will hold auditions for a spring
production of the Broadway
classic “Guys and Dolls”.
This show follows two very
successful dinner theatres.
Director Elain Forhan said there
are a variety of roles in the show,
both male and female.
Auditions are open to anyone
14 years or older and will be held
at St. Luke’s United Church on
Sunday, December 9th, from noon
until 6:00 p.m. and on Saturday,
December 15th, from 9:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m.
Production dates are April 6, 7,
12, 13, and 14.
Anyone interested in

auditioning should email
players@stlukesunited.ca for an
audition package.
If you have ever thought about
appearing on stage this is your
chance.
While experience is a plus it is
far from essential.
Guys and Dolls is the 14th major
production by the St. Luke’s
Community Players which started
in 2006 with “Godspell”.
Guys and Dolls is produced
under license from Music Theatre
International, NYC, and more
information about the show can be
found on their web site at https://
www.mtishows.com/guys-anddolls.

Deadline for the January 9th Issue
of The Masthead News
is January 2nd.
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The Truce of Christmas

MASTHEAD NEWS

For a few hours during the First World War the slaughter stopped on the Western Front
By John Boileau

By December 1914, many of the
symbols we associate with the First
World War were not yet in use—steel
helmets, armoured vehicles, rolling
artillery barrages, poisonous gases
that asphyxiated or burned and aerial
dogfights by fighter planes.
But many others were—kilometres
of sandbagged trenches that zigzagged
from the North Sea to Switzerland,
the devastation of the appropriately
named no-man’s land, razor-sharp
barbed wire and machine guns
that slaughtered and maimed at
extraordinary rates.
Hundreds of thousands had rushed
to arms when the call went out in
August, fearful that the war would be
“over by Christmas” and they would
miss it.
In unprecedented numbers,

thousands of Canadians gathered
to fill the ranks of the 1st Canadian
Division at a new camp—Valcartier—
hastily carved out of the bush 26
kilometres northwest of Quebec City.
When the contingent sailed to
England on October 3 rd—proudly
praised as “Canada’s Answer”—it
contained 30,617 soldiers, some
10,000 more than the strength of a
standard division.
While the English, French and
Belgians fought the Germans in
northern France and Flanders during
the first few months of the war,
the Canadians suffered through the
coldest and wettest fall and winter in
60 years, huddling dismally in their
tents and wooden huts on England’s
Salisbury Plain.
Thousands fell sick and many died,

Visit MP Bernadette Jordan’s

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, December 19th
3:00pm — 6:00pm
for

Appetizers & Refreshments
At her

Constituency Office
129 Aberdeen Rd, Suite 106
Bridgewater, NS B4V 2S7
902-527-5655
Bernadettejordan.ca

Atlantic Wharf Builders Inc.
St. Margaret’s Bay, Halifax, South Shore,
and Eastern Shore

With over 20 years experience, our business is built
on quality work and good customer relations.
WHARF BUILDING AT ITS BEST
Specializing In Interlocking Concrete Tie Wharves

~ ALSO ~

w MARINE PRESSURE TREATED WOODEN TIE WHARVES
w RAMP & FLOATING DOCK CONSTRUCTION
w TIMBER & ROCK SEAWALLS; DECKS & STAIRS
w BOAT HOUSE & GARAGE CONSTRUCTION
w BARGE & BOOMTRUCK SERVICE
w EXCAVATION & LANDSCAPING
w LICENSED SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLATIONS

Tel: 902-826-7300

email: info@ atlanticwharfbuilders.com
website: atlanticwharfbuilders.com

Shaun Savoy Graham Savoy Bryan Lynch
We would like to thank our customers
for their loyal support.
BEST WISHES FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON
& THE NEW YEAR

never having made it to the Continent,
let alone fired a shot in anger.
It was not until February 1915 that
the Canadians entered the front lines.
Before that, on Christmas Eve,
1914, orders went out from British
General Headquarters at St. Omer,
France, to all units, warning them to
be alert.
“It is thought possible,” they stated,
“that the enemy may be contemplating
an attack during Xmas or New Year.
Special vigilance will be maintained
during these periods.”
But the idea of an attack was the
farthest thing from the minds of
many soldiers, and the only “special
vigilance” in which they were
interested was the observance—
however limited—of the anniversary
of the birth of Christ.
On Christmas eve, informal truces
occurred at several places along the
front lines.
It apparently started near Ypres in
Belgium, when German troops began
decorating their trenches.
They put candle-lit trees on the
parapets and sang Christmas carols,
especially Stille Nacht (Silent Night).
Soon the sound of English carols
came drifting across no man’s land
as British troops responded in kind.
S h o u t e d s e a s o n ’s g r e e t i n g s
followed.
Then, singly and in groups,
solders from both sides tentatively
ventured from their trenches—in
many places only 40 or 50 metres
apart—into no man’s land, where they
exchanged small gifts: chocolate, jam,
tobacco, whiskey, schnapps, uniform
accoutrements such as buttons,
badges, and shoulder flashes.
As the artillery guns fell silent that
night, the respite gave both sides the
opportunity to collect the remains
of a number of their recently-fallen
comrades, carry them back to their
own lines and conduct proper burial
services.
Spontaneously—unannounced
and unofficially--the truce spread
to several areas along the front as
Germans and Britons lay down their
arms and embraced each other in
celebration of Christmas.
At some places, impromptu football
matches occurred between the two
sides.
In various sectors, the truce lasted
through Christmas night.
In a few locations it continued until
New Year’s Day.
Senior military commanders were
shocked at this impulsive display of
fraternization and vowed that it would
never happen again.
Accordingly, for the rest of the war,
massive artillery bombardments were
ordered on Christmas eve to avoid any
lulls in combat.
Additionally, troops were frequently
rotated between sectors to prevent
them from becoming familiar with the
enemy soldiers opposite them.
Despite these measures, there were
a few similar encounters of future
Christmas days, but none on the scale
of 1914.
Many contend that the Christmas
Truce of 1914 did not occur, relegating
it to the status of an early urban myth.
Several histories and studies of the
war fail to mention it completely.
They are wrong. The truce was a
recorded historical event.
Dozens of letters sent home from
soldiers on both sides serving at the
front describe the event, either in a
passing reference or in detail.
And despite the ban on cameras at
the front, a handful of photographs
exist of British and German soldiers,

paradoxically standing together in
no man’s land, where they shared
the camaraderie of Christmas before
returning shortly to the business of
doing their very best to deliberately
kill each other.
Probably the most famous and wellknown account comes from Captain
Sir Edward Hulse of the 2nd Battalion,
Scots Guards, in a letter to his mother.
“At 8:30 a.m. I was looking out and
saw four Germans leave their trenches
and come towards us.
“I told two of my men to go out and
meet them, unarmed, as the Germans
were unarmed, and to see that they did
not pass the half-way line.
We were 350-400 yards apart at
this point. My fellows were not very
keen, not knowing what was up, so
I went out alone and met Barry, one
of our ensigns, also coming out from
another part of the line.
“By the time we got to them, they
were three-quarters of the way over,
and much too near our barbed wire,
so I moved them back.
“They were three private soldiers
and a stretcher-bearer, and their
spokesman started off by saying he
thought it was only right to come over
and wish us a Happy Christmas, and
trusted us implicitly to keep the truce.
“He (the spokesman for the
Germans) came from Suffolk
(England), where he left his best
girl and a three-and-half horsepower
motor-bike to fight on the German
side.”
Hulse went off to file a report
about the incident at headquarters.
When he returned at 10 o’clock, he
found groups of British and German
soldiers out together in no man’s land,
chatting singing, and smoking.
Tragically, Hulse was killed in
action less than three months later, in
March 1915.
A 10-page letter that has survived
from an unknown British soldier
describing the truce reads in part:
“Just before dinner I had the
pleasure of shaking hands with several
Germans: a party of them came ½
way over to us so several of us went

out to them.
“I exchanged one of my balaclavas
for a hat. I’ve also gotten a button off
one of their tunics. We also exchanged
smokes, etc., and had a decent chat…
“After exchanging autographs and
them wishing us a Happy New Year
we departed and came back and had
our dinner…
“We can hardly believe that we’ve
been firing at them for the last week or
two—it all seems so strange.”
On the German side, Lieutenant
Johannes Niemann wrote, “Suddenly
a Tommy (British soldier) came
with a football. Teams were quickly
established for a match on the frozen
mud, and the Fritzes (German soldiers)
beat the Tommies 3-2.”
In 1984, American singer/
songwriter John McCutcheon
penned the words to a song about
the Christmas Truce, which he called
“Christmas in the Trenches”.
It tells the story of a young imaginary
British soldier from Liverpool,
England, named Francis Tolliver,
who experiences the Christmas truce
first hand.
“Christmas in the Trenches” has
been recorded many times since it
was written, but perhaps never more
poignantly than by Canadian singer
John McDiarmid, who specializes in
songs about war.
The words to the song tell the story
of the Christmas truce with surprising
accuracy, apart from a reference
in the fourth stanza to gas clouds.
In fact, gas was not used on the
Western Front until April 1915, when
the Germans unleased chlorine gas
towards the Allied trenches, including
the 1st Canadian Division.
While others fled, the Canadians
held firm and saved the day.
The last British survivor of the
Christmas Truce, Alfred Anderson,
died on November 21, 2005, at the
age of 109.
“I remember the silence, the eerie
silence,” Anderson recalled to a
newspaper reporter in 2004. “We
shouted ‘Merry Christmas’, even
though nobody felt merry. The silence
ended early in the afternoon and the
killing started again. It was a short
peace in a terrible war.”

The “Football Remembers” monument at Britain’s National Memorial
Arboretum, paying tribute to the football match played in no man’s land
between British and German soldiers on Christmas Day 1914.
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Jacqueline R. Farrow
Barrister & Solicitor

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
5445 St. Margaret’s Bay Rd.
Upper Tantallon, NS
B3Z 2H9

Phone: 902-820-3555
Fax: 902-820-3556
E-mail: jackie@farrowlaw.ca

5445 St. Margaret’s Bay Rd.
Upper Tantallon, NS
B3Z 2H9

E-mail:

Lavender & Sage Giftshop
8545 Peggy’s Cove Rd., Indian Harbour, N.S.

Christmas Season Hours
Dec.6 - Dec.23 (Thurs. - Sun.):
Open 10:am-7:00 p.m.
Closed December 24th - December 31, 2018
Open January 2nd, 2019

Best wishes for a Merry
Christmas and Happy 2019
Everyone!
902-460-8533

lavender.sage.giftshop@gmail.com
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Kids Get a Chance to Enjoy
Curling at Open House

Jacqueline R. Farrow
Barrister
& Solicitor
By Catherine
Clute

Stephanie Atherton is 11 and
her brother, Zack, has only just
turned 10-years-old but they both
love curling.
“We’ve
been on the ice since we
Phone:
902-820-3555
were two years old,” says Zack.
Fax:
902-820-3556
Stephanie likes both the
jackie@farrowlaw.ca
competition and the social aspect.
“It’s a fun way to get to be with
friends,” she says.
Zach agrees.
“You get to meet so many
people,” he says.
The two were part of a crowd of
almost 100 visitors and members
at the Chester Curling Club Open
House held in early November.
The event was to recruit new
members, honour some long
standing ones, and celebrate
champions from the club.
Visitors could try their hand at
throwing rocks under the watchful
eyes of members of Team Weagle,
the winners of the 2018 Under
18 Canadian Championship, and
other volunteers.
For first time curler, Alison
Cunningham, it was a chance to
participate in something suitable
for all ages.
“I never curled in my life. I
always thought I would like it,”
she said.
Paul Flinn and Walter Webber of
Chester were recognized for their
efforts at getting the club off the
ground by being granted Lifetime
Member status, and a banner was
unveiled to commemorate Graeme
Weagle, Owen Purcell, Jeffrey
Meagher and Scott Weagle’s win
in St. Andrews, New Brunwick,
in April.

The Chester Curling Club is
part of the Charles E Church
Recreational Complex and is

getting ready to celebrate 50 years
in the community.

This is not a curling rock. It is a cake prepared for the Open House at
the Chester Curling Club.

Violet Spertinelli gets some tips from Canadian Champion Jeffery
Meagher of Team Weagle during the Chester Curling Club’s Open House.

The Bay Treasure Chest Association is expanding its number of chest locations! As of December 1st you can also
play your toonie at Sobeys, Tantallon, and Sobeys Express, Hammonds Plains. Thank you to all retailers who host
chests, supporting our fundraising efforts; we encourage you to support these retailers.
Thank you as well to Treasure Chest players, volunteers and sponsors. Happy Holidays to all!
Hubbards

The Bay Treasure Chest Association is a fundraising partnership made up of seven non-profit groups: St. Margaret’s Bay
Stewardship Assoc; St. Margaret’s Bay Area Rails to Trails Assoc; BayRides; Community Centre Hub, which includes
Estabrooks Community Hall, Hammonds Plains Community Centre and Hubbards Barn Assoc; Bay Youth Hub, which includes
GPI Atlantic Youth Project, St. Margaret’s Bay Toy Library and Unicorn Theatre; Seniors Assoc of St. Margaret’s Bay; and
Five Bridges Wilderness Heritage Trust. Register a number for this weekly 50-50 draw and play ($2) at one of the above
retailers. See website for details: baytreasurechest.ca. NS Gaming License AGD-100770-18
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25 Annual Haliburton Food Drive the Most
Successful Yet Submitted by Faith Balcombe
th

Haliburton Subdivision Food Drive Volunteers

It is said that “it takes a village to
raise a child.”
On Saturday, November 17,
the residents of the Haliburton
Subdivision gave generously to the
25th Annual Food Drive in support
of the St. Margaret’s Bay Food
Bank.
The tradition of holding the

food drive in November each year
was started in 1994 by Ruth Anne
Kottwitz, a young mother to Haila
Kottwitz, who was three years old
at the time.
Ruth Anne was a friend and
neighbour to many of the residents
on Manchester Drive and elsewhere
in Haliburton.

She was battling cancer and
knew that she didn’t have long to
do something important for her
community.
Ruth Anne organized the drive
with the help of friends and, while
she couldn’t actively participate
herself, she was determined to see
her idea materialize.
On the day of the first food drive,
video footage was recorded of the
volunteer canvassers returning
with bags of food collected on their
routes and gathering it all in the
Kottwitz’s garage for distribution
later in the day to the Food Bank.
She was overjoyed.
Ruth Anne passed away three
months later and now the annual
food drive is carried on every year
in her memory.
Over the past 25 years our closeknit community of Haliburton
has grown to approximately 725
households," says Faith Balcombe.
"Each year the generosity of our
neighbours has been overwhelming
during this event.
"The contributions from this
drive, combined with the sameday efforts of our neighbours in
Westwood Hills, provide the St.
Margaret’s Food Bank with a

significant amount of food and nonperishables to help local families
who have fallen on hard times.
Ruth Anne’s daughter, Haila,
continues to attend and assist the
Haliburton drive every year.
While she and her childhood
friends are all in their late 20s
now, several of them look forward
to canvassing the neighbourhood
each November in support of the
food bank.
When asked recently what the
annual food drive means to her,
Haila said, “The food drive is a
warm reminder of the supportive
community I was lucky enough to
be part of while growing up.
“Every year, there is a nostalgic
feeling when I see newer and
seasoned faces come together to
make the event happen and hear
stories of past years being swapped.
"I’m so thankful that these special
people continue to keep the tradition
alive, and I love knowing that it’s
done in memory of my mom.
“This event puts a significant dent

in the needs of our local food bank
and the outreach is incredible to see.
She would be so proud!”
The organizers would like to
thank all the volunteer canvassers
who ranged from toddlers to seniors
and all ages in-between.
Vo l u n t e e r s b r a v e d t h e
unseasonably cold temperatures
this year to collect donations.
"It was our hope that this 25th
Annual Food Drive would be the
best year yet and it was," says Faith.
Approximately 520 bags and
$1,130 was the total collected to
give to the Food Bank.
To round out the morning, all the
volunteers gathered in friendship for
hot drinks, chili, a celebration cake
and refreshments at the Balcombe’s
house.
Thank you to all the generous
neighbours in the community of
Haliburton. It is true that “it takes
a village to raise a child,” and
collectively we have helped to make
a huge difference in our village.

What
do you
mean you
don’t advertise in
The Masthead News?
I thought everybody did!

LIVE IN LOVELY

MILL COVE PARK
On St.Margaret’s Bay

FULLY RENOVATED

3 BEDROOM $850
4 BEDROOM $950

Park-like Setting Walk to School and Beaches
5 mins to Hubbards 15 mins to Exit 5 and Tantallon

millcovetenantinquiries@gmail.com
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1965—Poor (No Money) with Christmas Coming On
By Mary Dowden-Marrie

There was never an abundance
of money in our household but
mom and dad always seemed to
make it work.
Suppers were not fancy and the
gas tank wasn’t always full in the
car, but they just always seemed to
make it all happen and Christmas

of 1965 was no different.
My father was a hard worker but
his pay cheques never did quite
honour how much of his time he
spent at his job as a delivery man.
Our mother stayed at home.
She thought it was important
to have a parent home with her

CHRISTMAS TREES
FOR SALE
LEVY’S U - CUT - Christmas trees, wreaths.
14 km from Hwy 103 at exit 8 towards
Windsor on Sherwood Road.
Open all of December.
Call 275-3645.

The management
and employees of

would like to wish
everyone a very
Merry Christmas
and a very safe and
joyous 2019!
2007! Thank You
for all your patronage!

MASON’S AUTO
PRO

children and valued a clean house
and a supper, no matter how
meager, to be served hot every
night.
To tell you the truth, it was a
value I brought to my own life
when I had children.
The year of 1965 was a difficult
year.
The landlord had put our rent
up and even though we knew we
were paying well below the asking
value in rent, it still came as a blow
to my parents.
Dipping into a nearly empty
well for an extra $40 every month
was stressful.
With the day to day expenses of
having a family and maintaining a
household and a car, “things were
tight” as they say.
I knew there was no money. I
knew the decorations that hung
on the street lamps around our
little town and the Christmas
carols on the radio were just
stressful reminders of a season
they couldn’t afford.
But I was a child and Christmas
time excited me.
There were dolls I wanted and
there were presents I wanted to
open under the tree.
I remember turning out all
the lights when the tree was all
decorated and staring at the tree.
It was so cozy.
I still remember the smell of
spices wafting through the house
from mom’s fruit cakes.
Christmas was coming and
there was no stopping it!
But no one could deny the
stressful feeling that draped over
our household.
Would Santa be able to make an
appearance this year?
My father was never the
emotional type and he came by
that honestly.
My grandparents were good
people but they were not the
hugging type.
I never heard I love you from
them once. When we visited them,
I felt like a visitor. I was never
really certain how they felt about
me or any of us.
They were not rich, but better

5681 St.Margaret’s Bay Road
Head of St.Margaret’s Bay

(902) 826-1000

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Service and
Repairs to all makes
and models
Krown Undercoating
MVIs
Snow Plowing

Staff would
would like
like
Peter and Staff
to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a very safe
and Happy New Year!
We look forward to
2018.
serving you in 2019.

off than the average person.
It was one evening that my
grandparents walked in that made
me look at them in a different light.
I spent most of their visit in
my room.
As the visit went on, I could
hear the air lightening up. I could
hear laughter and sighs and tears
in my mother’s voice.
I had distracted my younger
sister long enough and could no
longer hold her captive in her
room.
She was excited that our
grandparents were visiting and
now that I had clues that things
were OK, I decided it was time to
make my appearance.
My sister and I shuffled into
the living room and were greeted
happily by our grandparents.
All was well.
Soon after a few exchanges of
how school was going and making
sure we were doing our lessons

every night, they got up to leave.
As my grandfather left the
house that night, I remember his
saying he would make sure we
had a Christmas and, coming from
a man who never said too much,
that statement was heart-stopping.
That year we had a Christmas
dinner with all the trimmings.
There were Christmas presents
under the tree and most of all,
Christmas spirit filled our home.
The bigger lesson that this
Christmas taught me was the
kindness that Christmas brings out
in people and sometimes people
we wouldn’t expect.
It’s a great lesson to all of us that
Christmas is truly about giving
and how sometimes receiving
from the least expected people
sometimes can have the most
impactful impression in our hearts
and memories.

Storm and Power Loss did not Stop
People from Getting Their Coffee
By Keith Ayling

Last week’s snow, wind and
rain storm left over 350,000 Nova
Scotian’s without power.
The main transmission
lines from Cape Breton and a
breakdown in transmission lines
from New Brunswick were the
main culprits.
Most of the Masthead News
readers were without power all day
with one of the exceptions being
the area around what is known as
the Tantallon Crossroads.
As a result, the Tim Horton’s
near Canadian Tire was swamped
with traffic as was the Irving
Station.

Getting one’s morning coffee
and refilling gas tanks for cars and
generators put the rush on these
businesses.
Power was out throughout
Hammonds Plains and around
Hubley, but managed to stay on
for the Peggy’s Cove Road and
the Hubbards/Chester area.
Exit 5 on Hwy 103 was
completely powerless as were all
the traffic lights, the SJA High
School, both Tantallon Elementary
Schools, and the Hammonds
Plains Road Consolidated School,
just to name a few.

Unicorn’s Pegasus Program
Announces Creation Project
for 2019
Every year at this time,
Unicorn’s Pegasus Program
announces its Creation Project of
the coming season.
In 2017 it was “Oooh Canada!”,
a musical to celebrate Canada’s
150th birthday
In 2018 it was “One Way Ticket:
A Murder Mystery Play.”
During the previous projects,
the Pegasus members worked
together as a group of 10 or
more writers to create a single
production.
The Creation project for 2019 is
a little different.
The Program’s coordinators,
Katerina Bakolias and Grace
Dean, are looking for young
writers, grade 7 and above, who
are interested in working by
themselves or in small groups to
create 20 to 30 minute plays, some
of which will be featured in their
Spring production.
To kickstart the project, Katerina
and Grace are inviting young
writers to join them at the Unicorn

Theatre in the Bay Community
Centre for a brainstorming session
on Wednesday, December 12th,
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
They will talk more about the
process, get some ideas rolling,
and have a meet-and-greet for
anyone grade 7 and older who
might like to be involved in the
project.
The cost is $20, which will
cover the participants whether
they choose to be writers, actors,
directors, stage managers or
costume/set designers.
Anyone planning to attend
the brainstorming session, or
would like more information
about Pegasus, should email
Katerina Bakolias at unicorn.
theatre.pegasus@gmail.com.
Those interested can also
check out the theatre’s website
at www.unicorntheatre.ca and
the Pegasus Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/
pegasusprogramUT/

The Manger Mouse—A Christmas Story
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By Jane Tyson Clement - Used with permission by The Plough Publishing House
He huddled in the cold outside
the kitchen door.
The black night was pierced
with stars but he couldn’t see
them. He could only feel the
thin chill of the night wind, and
loneliness, loneliness, and not
knowing where to go, what to do,
for he could hardly see.
He was so small his eyes were
scarcely open. His soft gray coat
was rumpled and he trembled.
He had no mother, no brothers
and sisters—the cat had gotten
them all, finding their nest in a
heap of rags behind a water jug.
But he had squeezed into a
crack in the wall and the cat had
missed him.
He still felt a terror, a desolation,
a sort of numb blindness.
But that was long ago—or so
it seemed to him—and he had
been hiding, scuttling from place
to place, so hungry he was weak
with it; and the noise all about
him, the comings and goings,
made him tremble—camel bells,
shouts, loud human voices, the
bleating of goats, the barking of
dogs, rude comments from the
donkeys in the yard.
He had known nothing of all
this. He had never been out of the
nest, where his mother had cared
for all her young with painstaking
concern, cleaning them and
cleaning them, teaching them to
wash themselves, watching for
every intruder, warning them of
dangers, of the cat.
“And the owl at night,” she
said, “if you stray from the wall.
Stay, stay, stay by the walls; never,
never, never in the open lest you
be seen. And keep clean, keep
clean, so you will give no scent.”
And she had licked them and
taught them to wash their whiskers
with their paws and behind their
ears and all over, even their little
long tails.
But that was long ago, was over,
and he was lost and alone.
There were heavy steps inside,
approaching the door, and in
an instinctive frenzy he moved,
scuttling along the wall and
ducking into the nearest opening,
the entrance to the cooling room,
with a cistern and jugs of milk set
in it to chill.
A low pan of milk was left to
sour on a bench just inside.
He ran to the bench, up the leg,
following his nose and put his
forepaws on the sill of the pan.
His silvery whiskers quivered, his
tiny pink tongue licked, he stuck
his pointed face in, and he drank
and drank.
Then a lantern flashed.
In terror he leapt into the pan
and crawled out, all milky, to run
wildly along the bench, down
the other side, along the far wall,
through a doorway, and in the
stable.
There, it was suddenly quiet.
He sat, a milky little mess,
against the wall inside the door.
His heart beat wildly, and he
trembled all over.
Still, there was a quietness and
a strange light in the stable, no
glaring lantern; yet he could see.
The wide arch of the entrance
was open to the stars and they
quivered in the sky.

On the far side the oxen stood
in their stalls, shaking their heads
now and then, munching their
suppers, and next to them the
sleepy goats had folded their legs
and lain down.
Overhead the doves sat in a
row on the rafters; he had trouble
seeing them, his eyes were so
stuck with milk, but he could
make out white forms in the dark
and hear coos.
Doves—his mother had said—
were not to be feared—and on
another rafter perched the hens,
muttering softly to each other now
and then.
“They will come at you if you
steal their corn,” she had said.
At the back of the stable there
was an empty stall freshly filled
with hay and a manger.
He wondered if there was
feed in it. The animals ate from
mangers—maybe he could too.
But he was all stiff from the
drying milk. How could he
possibly get himself clean?
Frantically, he began to wash
himself, little paws sweeping
down over his head, feet wildly
scratching to free the sticky tufts
of fur, tongue and teeth working
on the matted white of his belly, all
to no avail, but he must—he must!
So he didn’t hear at first the
humans coming in the door, and
the slow step of a tired donkey.
It was the sudden brightening
that stopped his frantic efforts,
and he froze in his alarm, huddling
against the wall.
It was a woman person and a
man person, and another with a
loud familiar voice, saying, “This
is all I can offer.”
The man answered softly. Then
the lantern was hung on a hook
on a beam.
The donkey was tethered with
the goats, who made no comments
for once.
The woman sank onto a bed of
straw in the empty stall after the
man spread out his cloak for her.
He said in a low voice he was
going to fetch water and some
supper and he went out into the
night.
Now the quietness was filled
with brightness—not the lantern,
something else.
And it didn’t glare and one
didn’t want to hide from it. It did
not threaten; it did not taste of
danger but of peace.
The light seemed to come in
from the sky, as if an enormous
star hung outside, but he could
only see the dark sky and little
stars winking.
The doves cooed softly now and
the hens ruffled their feathers and
made musical conversation with
one another, while the rooster
stood on his perch and kept his
silence.
This was no dawn light, he
knew. This was star light, though
most astonishing star light, and he
would not be deceived.
Then the man came back. The
mouse huddled against the wall,
exhausted by his efforts to clean
himself, strangely at peace; and
after a while he slept, his head
tucked down and his tail curled
around him, looking like a little
sticky burr rather than a soft

mouse, and smelling of goat’s
milk.
When he awoke he did not
know where he was. It was as
light as day and yet the light was
not daylight.
“It was heaven light,” he used
to tell his grandchildren and great
grandchildren.
The animals were all awake.
The doves peered down from their
perch. The hens for once were
silent and cocked their heads to
see better.
The rooster stood guard right
above the stall where the woman
lay. The goats were all kneeling
and so were the oxen.
And there was a strange crying
sound, sad yet sweet, afraid yet
full of vigor.
It was a new Baby, a new
Being in the world. It was THE
Baby, the longed-for-Child, the
Messenger from Heaven—and
the creatures knew it even when
the world did not.
A big moth fluttered in to settle
on the woman’s shoulder.
She stirred and gave the Child to
the man. He folded Him tenderly
against him, and then laid Him in
the manger.
The owl floated in on silent
wings and found a watching place
above the oxen.
No one flinched, no one rushed
to hide, no one feared.
Then the archway was full of
shepherds. Off came their hats
and down on their knees they
went.
The lady smiled. The man
beckoned and they came to see
the Child.
They laid bread and cheese and
woolly fleece beneath the manger.
They left, quiet as they had
come, but their running footsteps
could be heard on the road.
After that villagers began to
come, in twos and threes, shyly,
quietly, in awe, bringing milk,
porridge, a soft blanket woven of
fine wool, a circlet of little bells to
jingle in the Baby’s hand, apples,
an orange for the mother.
All these lay at the foot of the
manger.
When they had all gone a deep
hush fell. Then the mouse looked
round. Beside him sat the cat.
The cat was not looking at him.
The cat was looking at the manger
where the Baby lay.
The mouse did not feel even a
quiver of fear. He looked back at
the manger. He looked again at
the cat. He looked at the owl in
the rafters.
He thought, “I am not afraid.”
Finally the cat spoke.
“Why were we chosen to
witness this? Out of all our kind,
why were we chosen—you from
the race of mice, I from the feline?
“I am cursed with the lust and
need to kill in order to live or else
be subservient to man, and you
to be hunted all the days of your
life. Yet here we witness the dawn
of the new Paradise. Would men
only see it and believe it!”
The mouse crouched,
speechless, beside the cat. He
could not put into words all that
crowded his heart.
Finally he said, “I would like
to see the Baby. But I am all

stuck up with goat’s milk. I am
sure I smell most unseemly. And
I cannot clean myself.”
The cat turned his head and
looked at him. He sniffed the air.
Then he spoke very softly and
tenderly, “Would you grant me
the privilege of cleaning you, oh
Mouse? It would cleanse me of
a little of my guilt. And while
I don’t favor goat’s milk, I will
gladly clean you up.”
The mouse crept around in
front of the cat. He looked at him
fearlessly, then he bowed his head
meekly and submitted.
With rasping yet gentle tongue
the cat began to lick. The little
mouse toppled left and right under
the licks.
The cat laid a soft paw on the
back of the mouse to steady him
and worked his way carefully all
the way to the end of the little
long tail.
Then the mouse fluffed up his
fur and the cat washed his own
face and paws vigorously.
At last they were done.
They sat side by side against
the wall. Then together they
moved, right across the floor, to
the manger.
The cat made one graceful leap
to the foot, where he stood, staring
in awe at the Child.
The mouse scurried up the end
and sat beside the cat. They both
looked and looked.
They were there even when the
Kings came and stayed all night
until finally the cock, not to be
fooled by anything, knew that the
everyday dawn had come, and
filled the stable with his crowing.
“That cock is a conceited
fellow,” said the cat as they
climbed down together.
They went off to the same place
by the wall and sat in silence for
a long time.

“You look and smell much
better,” said the cat.
“Thank you,” said the mouse.
“Where are you going to live?”
asked the cat.
“I don’t know. I have hardly
begun,” said the mouse.
“May I make a suggestion?”
said the cat.
“Please,” said the mouse.
“That manger,” said the cat. “If
you would set up your domicile in
or near that manger, then never,
never would the old lust seize me
and the old power overcome me.
“Dear mouse, I bear guilt
enough. In this place, by that
manger, you will be safe, that I
promise.”
“I will do that gladly,” said the
mouse.
Then he was quiet for a
moment. Finally he said, “I am
a small mouse and very young
But what we have seen, we have
seen. Does it not speak of a Day
to come, when the Dawn breaks,
and a new Time is born, and we
need not fear? Is there not Eden
waiting for us?”
“Yes,” said the cat. “Of that, I
am sure.”
They sat in silence for awhile.
Then the cat rose, stretched, and
quietly went away.
The mouse pattered across the
earthen floor to the foot of the
manger.
There he carefully dragged
together bits of hay and straw,
making a little round nest quite
neatly disguised.
He crawled in and turned round
and round.
The lady reached over and laid
some crumbs from the new loaf,
and a bit of cheese, in front of
his door.
He lifted his head to thank her,
then laid it down again.
The manger mouse was asleep.

The staff of
The Masthead News
would like to wish everyone
a very safe and happy
Christmas Season and all
the best wishes for 2019!

Deadline for the January 9th Issue
of The Masthead News
is January 2nd.
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Big Winners of Bay Treasure Chest Respond
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
After Two Weeks of Searching By Heather White St. Margaret’s Bay Community
For two consecutive weeks the my brother, busy packing.

Bay Treasure Chest organizers
couldn’t readily locate the winners
of the Wednesday draws—and the
policy is to do that before releasing
their full names publicly.
So the weekly emails that went
out to players with draw results
merely offered the first name, with
a question mark, a teaser, if you
will, to “draw” out the winner.
On October 31st Rachel Myers
of Timberlea won $21,271 with her
number 21987.
“I was talking to my partner and
said, ‘I didn’t check the email this
morning. I’ll check it as soon as
I go in (to work). We might be
the winner.’ But I say that every
Thursday morning.
“Then I saw ‘Rachel??’ and
thought, ‘Could it be me, could it
be me?’
“My partner said, ‘Well how
do they contact you?’ and I
said, ‘OMG, I got a new phone
number!’”
Rachel says when her win was
confirmed, she was jumping up and
down, almost crying.
“I was shaking. I never win
anything in my life!”
What will she do with her newfound funds?
“One of my daughters is in
nursing in Dal so I have to help
her out and there are some debts
to pay off.’
“Otherwise, I’m buying a new
pair of boots!! And I’ll have no
worries about Christmas this year
either. I have three teenagers in
university, grade 12 and grade
11—all girls.
“I usually stop to play on a
Tuesday night and I almost forgot
this week. But I thought, if I don’t
play, that’s when they’re going to
pull my number.”
The following week, November
7th, Andrew Mason won $10,359
with his number 22459.
“I know, there are a few Andrew
Masons in the Bay!” says Andrew
of Upper Tantallon, recalling
the chatter in the community,
wondering which Andrew Mason
had won.
“I was home when I found out
that it was me. I was flying to
Indianapolis the next day to visit

“I saw a couple of missed calls
on my phone, then checked the
BTC email, and saw the winner
listed as “Andrew??”. And then the
number 22459.
So I called my parents to double
check. Probably half the weeks
they put the toonie in for me.
“My mom has played for a
number of years. They weren’t
doing well in February, so I
basically moved out there for a
month and a half, playing for them
while I was there, and then thought,

‘I might as well play myself.’”
“I was surprised when it finally
dawned on me that I won!”
Andrew says he hasn’t yet
thought about what he’ll do with
the windfall.
“Christmas is right around the
corner. Some people are going to
be bugging me for gifts now,” he
says, laughing.
“Otherwise, I also have a brother
who lives in London, England, so
I’ll probably plan a trip to visit
him.”

Andrew Mason (left) receives his cheque from Treasure Chest director
Harry Ward.

An Opinion Piece by Anna Hall
Residents and beachgoers
in the St. Margaret’s Bay area
are expressing concern about
an application for a mackerel
weir that is under review for
installation near a popular and
protected branch on the eastern
side of the Bay at the tip of
Micou’s Island.
A 22 acre tidal island, Micou’s
was bought in 2007 by the
Province at the culmination
of a successful, citizen-led,
fundraising effort, and is now
being cared for jointly by Nova
Scotia Department of Natural
Resources and the St. Margaret’s
Bay Stewardship Association.
Home to a diverse bird
population including blue
herons, the island’s protected,
sandy beach is accessed by
walking across a tidal land bridge
and is used by a large number of
nearby residents and visitors to
the area.
Many members of our
community worked hard to raise
the money to protect this place.
We are outraged that the
Province of Nova Scotia’s
Department of Fisheries (DFO)
would even consider a license
application for weir net fishing
so close to this area.
The company who proposed
the installation of this additional
mackerel weir already has an
operation in French Village
Harbour that blocks half the
entry to the harbour.
The existing nets have
restricted kayakers, the boating
community, and others from
using the southern side of the
harbour.

In addition, we understand
that the seal population has more
than tripled since the installation
of the weir as they now have a
ready source of food.
The warming waters of the
bay, and the increased activity of
predatory fish are known to the
public and fishermen in the area.
The growth in seal population
is a concern, with the recent
news last summer of increases
in the numbers of sharks moving
into our coastal waters.
This area of the Bay is very
popular with recreational
boaters, learn-to-sail programs,
and swimmers who flock to the
area during the summer months.
Community members are
doing their best to convince the
area chief of the Department
of Fisheries that this is not the
location for this weir.
A meeting of DFO
representatives to approve
this commercial operation is
pending, and several members
have attended the community
meeting and submitted letters
of concern.
We are calling upon the
Department of Fisheries to not
allow this project to proceed
where it is currently sited.
We can surely all co-exist
together. Fishing is an economic
activity and important to the
area, but there are so many
locations off the entrance of
St. Margaret’s Bay that this
operation is more suited to,
and would not endanger our
residents, visitors, our children,
and grandchildren.

Heartened by Claudia
Zinck’s Efforts
Rachel Myers, left, gets her cheque from director Ruth Ann Moger.

Seniors Association Embarks on New Way to
Distribute Information on Services/Activities
The Seniors Association is
working hard to provide important
and enjoyable services and
activities for local seniors, says
Chantal Pelham-Edwards, who
provided the Masthead News with
this article.
These services include the
grocery bus, volunteer visits,
monthly newsletters, meetings
with experts, and tai chi and
aerobics classes.
Now the Association is about

Concerned About Proposed
Fishing Traps

to embark on a new way to
distribute information throughout
the community—through the local
pharmacies.
“Feel free to connect with the
pharmacists directly to see if any
of the Association activities may
be a good fit for your needs,” says
Chantal.
“Additionally, don’t be surprised
if you see one of the volunteers at
your local pharmacy or grocery

store. They are there to meet you,
and help; so be sure to stop by, say
‘hello’, and use their knowledge to
your benefit!”
More information on the Seniors
Association can be found at www.
bayseniors.ca or by calling 902820-3334 or visiting the Seniors
Information Centre at 5229 St.
Margaret’s Bay Road on Tuesday
or Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m.

Have you seen the On Line directory attached
to our Web page? Just go to
www.themastheadnews.ca and click directory.
If your business isn't there, send us the info to
Richard@bytheseapublishing.ca and Get Listed.

Dear Sir,

I was heartened to read about
Claudia Zinck’s efforts “at being
as green as possible.”
But how many people are
following her example?
I shop regularly at Sobey’s and
the Superstore in Tantallon and
I am amazed to see that the vast
majority of shoppers in this area
are still using plastic bags.
According to Laurie Lewis,
Program Manager of HRM Solid
Waste Resources, “Reduction of
waste is the first priority in the

waste hierarchy.”
Surely cutting back on the use
of plastic grocery bags is an easy
way to reduce waste and to work
“at being green.”
If we can’t change our bad
habits, perhaps stores should
stop being the enablers.
Wishing you a white Christmas
and a much greener New Year.
Sally Ross
Tantallon

~Thank You~
Dear Ron,
To you and the staff at the
Masthead, thank you for being
the ‘eyes and ears’ of our
community.
We are fortunate to have the
Masthead to report on, promote
and champion the news and

events on our life here in the Bay.
We are most grateful for your
continued support.
With kind regards,
Donna Mattholie
The Anglican Parish of French
Village
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Wed., Dec. 19, Sing Choirs! 19

th

Wed., Dec. 5, Hubbards Area
Business Association Christmas
Social. Enjoy an evening of
Hor d’oeuvres, cocktails and
socializing as part of the festive
season at 6:00 p.m. Everyone
is welcome. Free to attend.
This year our event is being
hosted by Melanie Munden
at Cleveland Beach Cottage,
8856 St. Margaret’s Bay Road,
Queensland; www.airbnb.ca/
rooms/7784723?s=51. Extra
parking is available next door at
Cleveland Beach Park. Hope to
see you there.
Thurs., Dec. 6, Seniors’ Christmas
Party at the Chester Legion from
12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. You are
invited to join us at the Legion
for lunch, live music with “The
Barn Owls”, bingo, prizes and
a visit from Mr. & Mrs. Claus!
Donations for the foodbank will
be accepted at the door.
Fri., Dec. 7, The Zoe Valle
Memorial Library invites everyone
for Carols, Cider & Cookies at the
Lighthouse Tower, 63 Regent St.,
Chester, from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. In
case of rain, the event is cancelled.
There will be a donation box for
the Foodbank.
Fri., Dec. 7, Santa arrives by Fire
Truck at the Anvil Park, Chester
Basin, starting 6:30 p.m. for the
tree lighting, carol singing, hot
chocolate and treats!
Fri., Dec. 7 to Sun., Dec. 9—
Chinese Auction & Bake Sale
at the East Chester Recreation
Hall from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Lots of Auction Items, Bake Sale
items, 50/50, and everyone that
comes through the door will be
entered for an awesome door
prize. Proceeds for the FHCS
2019 graduating class.
Fri., Dec. 7 to Sun., Dec. 9—
Chester Farmers’ & Artisan
Christmas Market at the Chester
Legion, 14 Union St., from 9:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. For more info
email chestermarket@hotmail.
com
Fri., Dec. 7 to Sun., Dec. 9—25th
Annual New Ross Christmas
Festival. For more info check
out www.newross.ca and the New
Ross Christmas Festival Facebook
page.
Sat., Dec. 8—Hal Bruce will be
playing at the New Ross Legion
from 9:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.
for those 19 years and older.
Advance tickets $20 per person
and available at the Legion or
Gina’s Hair Salon & Spa. Tickets
at the door are $25.00 per person.
For more info call the Legion 902689-2650.
Sat., Dec. 8 & Sun., Dec. 9—
Craft & Bake Tables at the Forties
Community Centre, 1787 Forties
Road, New Ross, from 10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. both days. Lots of
home-made bread, pickles, jams
& jellies. Free admission! Proudly
part of the New Ross Christmas
Festival.

Sat., Dec. 8 & Sun., Dec. 9—
Turkey Dinner & Supper at the
Forties Community Centre, 1787
Forties Road, New Ross, from
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. And
again from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. both
days. Enjoy turkey dinner with
all the trimmings. Adults $13.00,
Children 12 & under $7.00 and
under 5 years $3.00. Proudly
part of the New Ross Christmas
Festival. For more info call 902689-2612.
Sat., Dec. 8, Final Christmas
Market at the Hubbards Barn from
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Sat, Dec. 8, Seventh Annual
Children and Youth Christmas
Shopping Day, 10:00 a.m. to
noon, St. Andrew’s Church Hall,
2553 St. Margaret’s Bay Road,
Timberlea, 902-876-7240. All
new merchandise, most items
$1.00 to $5.00. There will be a
selection of gift baskets. Free
Admission.
Sat., Dec. 8, Breakfast at the
Chester Legion from 7:30 to 10:30
a.m. Enjoy eggs any way you like
them, French toast, hash browns,
beans, bacon, sausage, toast, tea/
coffee and juice.
Sat., Dec. 8, Country Jamboree
at the Little Red School, Canaan,
from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. Local
musicians, 50/50 raffles, donation
jar at the door and lunch provided.
Sat., Dec. 8, Memory Tree
Lighting at the Little Red School,
Canaan, starting 7:00 p.m. Bulbs
$5.00. To purchase a Memory
bulb, contact Maxine Christo at
902-275-3496 or Muriel Hart at
902-275-3667.
Sat., Dec. 8, Christmas Hamper
Merchandise Bingo at the
Hubbards Area Lions Club, 21
Lions Club road, Fox Point. Doors
open at 12:30 p.m. and bingo
begins at 1:00 p.m. This year’s
grand prize is a 3.5 kws generator.
$5.00 per single book and $1.00
specials. Non-perishable food
donations for the hampers are
appreciated.
Sat., Dec. 8, 45’s Card Game and
Auction at the Hubbards Area
Lions Club. Doors open at 6:00
p.m. and 45’s card games begin
at 7:00 p.m. Auction will be held
throughout the evening. Proceeds
from these events are being used
to support the Lions Club’s
Christmas Hamper Program.
Sat., Dec. 8, The Usual Suspects
will be playing at the Chester
Basin Legion from 9:00 p.m.
to 1:00 a.m. for those 19 years
and older. Tickets at the Legion.
Advance $15.00 or $20.00 at
the door. For more info call the
Legion at 902-275-4767.
Sun., Dec. 9, Country Christmas
Variety Show at 1:30 p.m. in the
Blandford Community Centre,
featuring Coastline, Southwind,
Lynn Key, Amy Grant and Cye
and The Guys. Admission $6.00.
There will be a bake table, raffles
and a canteen. All proceeds are
for All Saints Church, Bayswater.
If you require any further
information please contact Barb
or Malcolm Boutilier at 902-2282961. Come for a great musical
afternoon.

Sun., Dec. 9, Lobster Supper/
Turkey Salad Plate and Bottle
Drive, 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. at the
Union Hall in East River. Lobster
Plate $18.00; Turkey Salad Plate
$9.00; Child’s Salad Plate $4.00.
Dine in, Take Out, Delivery within
10 miles. Supper tickets are to be
pre-ordered by December 8th. Call
Sheila at 902-275-5720 or Vicky
at 902-275-4219 or the Hair Salon
at #6 Pig Loop, 902-275-5966.
Bottle drive takes place from
10:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Please
drop recyclable bottles at the
Union Hall. Bake table, country
store table and also selling angel
ornaments for the Memory Tree
Service on December 16th at 9:15
a.m. at St. Georges Church, East
River. ALL WELCOME.
Mon., Dec. 10, Turkey 45’s Card
Game at Through The Years
Day Care & Community Centre,
Hubbards, 7:30 p.m. Special
turkey card game at $5.00 per
person, 50/50 draw, lotto tree,
turkey prizes and more.
Wed., Dec. 12, Community
“Christmas” Luncheon, Hubbards
Area Lions Club. Lunch starting
11:45 a.m. Lunch followed by
a social get-together with bingo,
cards, 50/50 and more. $5.00.
Last Lions Luncheon until March.
Sat., Dec. 15, Santa’s Pancake
Breakfast at the Western Shore
Firehall from 8:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Bring the children to meet Santa
and have some pancakes courtesy
of the firefighters and ladies’
auxiliary of Western Shore.
Sat., Dec. 15, Dance with
“Amanda Riley” at the Chester
Legion starting 9:00 p.m. for
members and guests 19 years
and older. For more info call the
Legion at 902-275-3315.
Sat., Dec. 15, Blandford Breakfast,
District #1 Blandford Community
Centre, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Enjoy eggs, bacon, sausage, hash
browns, baked beans, juice and
tea/coffee. Adults $7.00, Youth 5
to 12, $3.50, under 5 FREE.
Sat., Dec. 15, Fill-A-Car
Campaign, Hubbards Shopping
Centre, 10:00 a.m. to 12 p.m. In
support of the Christmas Hamper
Program, the Hubbards Area
Lions Club will be accepting
donations of non-perishable food
items. All donations, including
cash, are graciously accepted.
Sun., Dec. 16, Breakfast with
Santa at the Forties Community
Centre, 1787 Forties Road, New
Ross, from 8:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Enjoy eggs, bacon, pancakes, hash
browns, toast, juice, tea & coffee.
Adults $8.00; Children 12 & under
$4.00; and under 5 years FREE.
Santa will be here to meet with
the children!
Sun., Dec. 16, Crib Tournament at
the Chester Legion starting 1:00
p.m. For more info call the Legion
at 902-275-3315.

annual evening of Christmas
music at St. Stephen’s Anglican
Church, 54 Regent St., Chester,
starting 7:30 p.m. The evening
features Chester United Baptist
choir, St. Stephen’s Anglican
choir, Studio Singers community
c h o i r, m u s i c i a n s f r o m S t .
Augustine’s Catholic Church.,
Musical Friends youth choir, and
audience participation. Admission
is free with a pay-what-youwill collection at the door. The
donations will go to Chester PRO
Kids and Musical Friends.

Jan. 1, 2019, Ring in 2019 at
the annual levee from 11:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m., at the Hubbards
Lions Club. Featuring live music
by F. O. G. Enjoy chowder,
soup, rolls, eggnog and dessert.
Hosted by the Hubbards & Area
Business Association and the
Hubbards Area Lions Club. Free
to attend. Everyone welcome.
Family friendly.

Tues., Jan. 1, New Year’s Levee
at the Chester Legion from 11:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for members
Fri., Dec. 21, Community and guests 19 years and older.
Christmas Concert, featuring For more info call the Legion at
“Fine Fellowship” and John 902-275-3315.
Boutilier, St. Peters Church,
10030 Peggy’s Cove Road, Sun., Jan. 8, Crib Tournament
7:00 p.m. Hot chocolate and a t t h e F o r t i e s C o m m u n i t y
refreshments to follow. Everyone Centre, 1787 Forties Road, New
Ross. Doors open 12:00 noon.
welcome.
Registration at 12:30 p.m. Play
Fri., Dec. 21, Pre-Teen Dance, starts 1:00 p.m. Cost $20 per team.
Through The Years Day Care & Canteen available. Wheelchair
Community Centre, 7:00 to 9:00 accessible (ground level). For
p.m. An evening of music, dancing more info call 902-689-2147.
and fun. Adult chaperoned,
Canteen available. Ages 7 to 12.
Cost $5.00. Contact 902-8571777 for more information.
Sat. Dec. 22, Christmas Karaoke
at the Chester Legion starting 9:00
p.m. for members and guests 19
years and older. For more info call
the Legion at 902-275-335.
Mon., Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve
DJ/Video Dance at the Chester
Legion starting 9:00 p.m. for
members and guests 19 years
and older. For more info call the
Legion at 902-275-3315.

ATTENTION!
When sending community
events to the Masthead
News, be sure and provide
your phone number for
our use in case we need to
contact you. We often need
to do so.
THANK YOU

Deadline for the
January 9th Issue
of The Masthead News
is January 2nd.

Auditions for Unicorn’s
“Seussical, Jr” Coming
Up in January
Unicorn Theatre will be holding
auditions for its new musical
“Seussical, Jr” on January 19th
and 20th during the day at the Bay
Community Centre.
Boys and girls in grades 2 to
12 are invited to audition for this
exciting show, which is based
on the Dr. Seuss stories “Horton
Hears a Who”, “Horton Hatches
the Egg”, “The Cat in the Hat”,
and several others.
Transporting audiences from
the Jungle of Nool to the Circus
McGurkus, the Cat in the Hat
narrates the story of Horton the
Elephant, who discovers a speck
of dust containing tiny people
called the Whos.
Horton must protect the Whos
from a world of naysayers and
dangers, and he must also guard
an abandoned egg that’s been left
in his care by the irresponsible
Mayzie La Bird.
Although Horton faces ridicule,
danger and a trial, the intrepid
Gertrude McFuzz never loses
faith in him.
Ultimately, the powers of
friendship, loyalty, family and
community are challenged and
emerge triumphant!
With a script based on favourite

Dr. Seuss stories, fascinating (and
sometimes odd) characters, and a
captivating musical score from
Tony winners Lynn Ahrens and
Stephen Flaherty, “Seussical, Jr”
is a fantastical feast for both actors
and audience.
To assist young actors with their
audition preparation, the Unicorn
Theatre is holding an Audition
Workshop for grades 2 to 6 on
Saturday, January 5th, from 10:00
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Bay
Community Centre.
There is a fee of $15.00 for
the workshop. Those interested
may register by emailing info@
unicorntheatre.ca.
The Audition Package,
containing information about
everything that actors need to
prepare for the audition, will be
posted by the middle of December
on the theatre’s website at www.
unicorntheatre.ca. All auditions
are by appointment, so anyone
interested should call the theatre
at 902-857-2121 or email info@
unicorntheatre.ca for an audition
time.
Full information on the show,
including story, characters, and
songs, may be found at https.//
www.mtishows.com/seussical-jr.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Adult Education

For Rent

Home Renovations, Repairs,
Painting, Construction, Etc.

FREE upgrading for adults sponsored
by the NS Department of LAE. We
offer individualized programs for
basic reading, writing, math and
GED prep. Day and evening classes
in Prospect, Tantallon and Hubbards.
Call 902-225-6320.

Fully furnished 2 level, 2 bedroom
condo in Hubbards. This is ideal for
2 to 3 non-smoking adults with no
pets. Carport for 1 car parking. Other
outdoor parking is available. Looking
for a fixed term lease, October/2018
until July 15/2019, $1,250.00 per
month, plus utilities, 902-857-3766.

Seamless Eavestroughing--Quality
system; hidden hangers; 50 colours,
aluminum and copper. More than
25 years experience. Free estimates.
Call Eric Messom, 902-228-2988,
902-456-4900.

Child Care
I have been providing childcare in my
Haliburton Heights home for 22 years.
I have openings--including before/
after school care in the Tantallon
Elementaary School catchment area
I proide nutritious snacks and lunches
and lots of outdoor play in a safe and
fun environment. Plase call for more
information. Ally (902-237-8365).
Computer Programming
Give yourself a big edge!
Learn computer programming
at a pocket-friendly price from a
certified professional. Classes are
tailored to your schedule. Contact
me: commodore913@gmail.com
Employment
NOW HIRING FOR THE SEASON

For Rent--2 bedroom, 2 bathroom,
ground floor, 1174 sqft. oceanfront
condo with an ocean view and large
patio, private sauna, $1450 per
month, plus utilities; single car garage
available for an additional $150 per
month. Contact David at 902-8231615 or daverandall@eastlink.ca.
Beautiful Victorian house for Rent.
South End Halifax, available short or
long term, furnished or unfurnished. 3
bedroom close to hospitals, 902-4891100, www.rentbliss.ca
Home Decor
We specialize in custom-made drapes,
Hunter Douglas blinds, and custom
bedding upholstery. “We bring the
showroom to you. Give us a call.
You’ll be thrilled with the results.”
By appointment only, 902-225-8207.

Sales People on Contract Basis
Part Time/Full time, some travel
necessary. Looking for mature
people with outgoing personality.
Send resume to richard@
dovekie.ca or call 902-456-4177.
By the Sea Publishing

Home Renovations, Repairs,
Painting, Construction, Etc.
Avon Dorey Painting, interior/
exterior, 857-9169.
.

Weathering the Storm--Painting
Repairs, Shawn Redmond,
President. Call 902-476-5385 FREE
ESTIMATES
Highland Custom Carpentry-Custom carpentry, interior/exterior,
decks, stairs, windows and doors.
Trim, mouldings, casing, crown &
baseboard. Bookcases, mantles,
custom projects. References with
quotes. Call Mike, 902-476-8831.
Lost and Found
LOST, August 2018 on Hirtle Beach
Road, leather necklace with ceramic
medallion with two pieces of old resin.
Please contact Frank at 902-465-7827.
Leave message. Thanks.
Tailoring
Experienced and Professional.
Alterations to suits, prom and bridal
gowns and much more, 902-2757784, www.roxannestailoring.ca

Christmas
Christms Trees $20.00
Decorated Wreaths $20.00
Jam and Pickles & Mincemeat
Selling from Hubbards

The Masthead News ~ The Best Read
Community Newspaper in the Fastest Growing
Area of Nova Scotia! Going into approximately
18,000 Homes & Businesses!

Old Esso Lot
Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th
8:00 a.m. till 4:00 p.m.
Come Early!!
Trees Scarce Due to Spring
Frost

Launch of Ivy Coolen’s Illustrated
Baking Book Considered Hugh Success
By Pat Thomas
Ivy Coolen’s book launch for
“The Art of Baking”, held at the J.
D. Shatford Library in Hubbards
on Wednesday night, November
28th, was a huge success by any
standard.
Surrounded by fellow artists,
writers, family and friends, she
introduced herself as a painter
and baker and then answered
questions.
Rick Ratcliff from the Nova
Scotia Learning Network and
Mary Leslie Pelham, a neighbour
and member of the Aspotogan Arts
and Crafts group, shared accolades
about this special young lady.
Rick celebrated Ivy’s drive to
learn and mentioned the awards

she’s received as a learner.
Mary-Leslie shared how Ivy is
developing a beautiful and unique
style as an artist.
Testimonials were followed
by a book signing where Ivy
chatted easily with her instructors
from the Verge House Transition
Program in Bridgewater and with
her neighbours, fellow artists and
friends.
Ivy also baked the day before
her launch. Ninety-six cookies
from recipes in her book were
used to make delicious offerings
that, along with fruit punch,
provided the refreshments.
At the end of the evening 58
books, and every apron with an

image transfer of an illustration
from the book, had been sold.
Ivy smiled broadly and was
pleasantly surprised by her
accomplishment.
As well as her accomplishments
as an artist and baker, Ivy has
published four poems and is
considering a second book project
of including her poetry and art.
Her original art, used to illustrate
“The Art of Baking”, was on
display all around the library and
received rave reviews.
Several offers were made to buy
them, but, for now, Ivy chooses to
keep them.
The successful launch has set
Ivy on a new, promising path.

Hubbards ATV Club Raises $897 and
Toys for Kids
The Hubbards Area ATV
Club held its annual toy run on
December 2nd and raised $897
and toys for the Hubbards Lions

Christmas Wish.
The main organizer of this
year’s run was club president John

Scott (902-229-8562).
The ATV club is one of the
oldest in the province.

PAGE 21

Two New Treasure Chest
Locations in Tantallon/
Hammonds Plains
T h e B a y Tr e a s u r e C h e s t
Association has been busy working
behind the scenes to expand its
number of chest locations.
Welcome the two new Sobeys
locations—Sobeys Extra,
Tantallon Plaza and Sobeys
Express in Hammonds Plains,
1220 Hammonds Plains Road.
This means you can now play
at 17 local retailers.
Many people believe that if they
play more than one toonie with the
same number each week that this
increases their chance of winning.
In actual fact, when you register
your number, the Bay Treasure
Chest people create a chip with
your number on it and place the
chip in the drum that is rotated
for the draw.
“Each week we draw one of
these chips…it to determine the
winner,” says a Bay Treasure
Chest press release. “We do not
draw one of the toonies played.”

If you want more than once
chance to win each week, you
need to play more than one
registered number.
There is no limit on the quantity
of numbers you can register.
Winners are contacted by phone
or email.
You can also find all draw
results on the Bay Treasure Chest
website or on Facebook and
Twitter.
T h e B a y Tr e a s u r e C h e s t
Association is a fundraising
partnership made up of seven
non-profit community groups.
As a result of the more than
$1.5 million that have been
raised in just over four years, a
variety of services, programs and
projects have been made possible,
“enhancing the quality of life
and the protection of the natural
environment of the Bay area,”
says the Treasure Chest.

The Masthead News 2019
Publishing Calendar

PUBLISHING DATES
(of newspaper)

January 9			
February 6		
March 6			
April 10			
May 8			
June 5			
July 10			
August 7			
September 11		
October 9			
November 6		
December 4		

DEADLINE DATES
(for ad or story material)

January 2
January 30
February 27
April 3
May 1
May 29
July 3
July 31
September 4
October 2
October 30
November 27

Attention Readers!
Here at the Masthead News we are
always looking for stories on interesting
people, hobbies, pastimes, places, the
unusual and soforth. These things bring
variety to the paper. If you can think
of anything that may be of interest to
other people, we would like to hear

from you. All you have to do is write
to themastheadnews@aol.com or call
902-857-9099. If no one answers the
phone, please just leave a message with
your name and phone number.
Ron Driskill
Editor/Publisher
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225-Year-Old Book in Chester Reveals Pa, Rum Pum Pum-Rum
Thoughts of 1793 About the Resurrection By Cynthia A. Henry
and the Dead By Catherine Clute
Some of us might have some
seasonings in our cupboard, or
a jar of pickles at the back of the
fridge or a book tucked away on a
shelf, until one day we realize that
time has gone by.
Blandford’s Eleanor Publicover
can beat all the records for holding
onto something for a long time.
Eleanor recently donated a
225-year-old book to the Chester
Municipal Heritage Society
that she had received from her
grandmother.
The book with the rather wordy
title, “The World to Come: or
Discourses on the Joys and
Sorrows of Departed Souls at
Death and the Glory or Terror of
the Resurrection, Vol 1 and Vol
2” by Isaac Watts, was originally
bought by Ebenezer Fitch on
April 14, 1793, according to an
inscription on the inside leaf.
Eleanor isn’t sure how her
grandparents came to acquire the
book.
“It is a bit of mystery,” she says.
After Ebenezer Fitch’s name,
there is a Sophia Hutt listed, who
PAGE 24
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received
the
book from
her father
in 1808, and a Margitta Lantz
who received it in 1887; then her
grandparents, Pearl and Boardman
Lantz, are listed in 1935.
She suspects her grandparents
cherished the book because of the
topic and the author.
“My grandfather was a Baptist,
devoted to the church,” she says.
The author, Isaac Watts, who
died in 1748, was a Protestant
preacher and writer of hundreds
of hymns.
The Encyclopedia Britannica
considers him to have been “the
father of hymnology.”
Many of his hymns are still in
active use. One in particular called
“Joy to the World”, will no doubt
be sung in churches during this
Christmas season.
Eleanor was prompted to donate
the book to the Heritage Society
after seeing the name Ebenezer
Fitch on a display identifying
earlier members of the village
of Chester during anniversary

celebrations at Lordly House.
According to Carol Nauss of
the Heritage Society, a man by the
name of Ebenezer Fitch was one
of the first in Chester who kept
records of births and deaths during
the years 1775-1821.
“I had this book forever,” says
Eleanor, and she remembered the
unusual name on the front page.
The book had been stored in a
box in a basement while she was
raising her family in Dartmouth,
but when she moved to Blandford
it had been placed on a top shelf,
out of the way and out of the light,
which proved to be an ideal spot.
When one makes a donation to
the Chester Municipal Heritage
Society, a gift agreement is drawn
up detailing the item and its value
for record keeping.
Eleanor was surprised at the
value given to the book.
“The appraiser said it has its
original cover, which is rare for

a book so old, and was amazed it
was so well preserved,” she says.
Knowing that it was valuable
didn’t change her mind about
giving it to the Heritage Society.
“Since it belonged to a founder
of the community, I felt it should
remain in Chester,” she says.
After 225 years, the book has
returned home.

The book as it appears today.
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Born during the reign of our
10th Prime Minister, Mackenzie
King Isnor was a connoisseur
of local history, whose stories
oozed with an aromatic spirit of
fermented humour.
Such as the tale he told me one
day of the rum he and a friend
spirited off of Franks George
Island in St. Margaret’s Bay.
After hearing rumours of rum
barrels hidden out there, perhaps
part of a rum runners cache,
he and his buddy buoyed their
boyhood bravado and rowed
out to the island, just off of
Redmond’s Cove.
Discovering the stash, they
poured the amber brew into
bottles they brought, and rowed
their rum back to shore.
‘Once home in Glen Margaret,
they hid the bottles among the
boulders along the old stone
wall.
I t w a s a h o t s u m m e r ’s
afternoon, and their thirst for
the precious brew kept the boys
busy, going back and forth, trip
after trip, sneaking sips of their
stolen stash.
That was until his mother
noticed the inebriating smiles
on their lips.
He said he didn’t remember
what angered his good Christian
mother more—the hellish Devil’s
brew, or the fact that they used
her good mason jars to bring it
all home.’
In either event, neither
survived, for she hurled every
jar onto that old stone wall.
Mackenzie beat to his own

drum, and when it came to rum,
he had folklore galore, and health
remedies up the yahoo, long
before Yahoo came along.
He swore by the brew, saying
that it was medicine to his soul,
healing any ills that came his
way.
His elixir of health was a short
rum every night before he went
to bed.
Apparently it worked—it kept
the doctors away!
On Tuesday, July 29, 2014, at
ninety years of age, Mackenzie
passed away.
A veteran of World War II,
he served in the Marine Section
of the Air Force, then finished
his career with the Nova Scotia
Department of Highways.
In fondly remembering my
neighbour, another of his stories
came to mind.
It was long ago when the
motorized hearse drove slowly
down the road.
Six men with black armbands
walked alongside, heads bowed
in honour of their friend who had
passed on.
They mournfully marched, but
their inverted smiles hinted at a
cargo less holy, for they were
actually escorting illegal rum to
a thirsty shore.
Memories of Mackenzie are
like a warming drink on a cold
day, full-flavoured, with a hint
of spice.
May his stories keep you
merry and in fine spirits during
this holiday season.

The name of the book as it was printed in 1793.

122 Chain Lake Drive, Halifax
and
301 Cobequid Road, Lower Sackville
www.freedomcycle.ca
(902)-450-0020

Mackenzie's mother, Mrs. Stella (Zinck) Isnor, had no tolerance, nor
temperance, for the fermented molasses that her son brought home.

Stories Sought for Valentine’s
Day, 2019
w 18 Years in Business - New Ownership
w Full Line Dealer - Mahindra, Polaris, Indian Motorcycles
Kawasaki & KTM
w Parts & Accessories Price Matching Program

The Masthead News is looking
far to the future and would like
for people to submit true tales of
how their gift(s) has enthralled
someone they love in the past on
Valentine’s Day.
Stories can be about gifts or
results of gifts or anything that
will make the heart swell and feel
good.
You can send your stories either

to themastheadnews@aol.com or
to The Masthead News, P. O. Box
280, Hubbards, NS B0J 1T0.
Thank you.
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Dr. MacLean Given Plaque for Many
Years of Medical Service to Community
On Thursday, November 29th, a group of
people from the Hubbards Heritage Society
went to the Hubbards Medical Centre at
5:00 p.m.
They presented Dr. James MacLean with
a plaque from the community of Hubbards
and the Heritage Society.

It was a thank you for his many years
of medical service to the area and all the
people who were fortunate enough to be
his patients.
“We will all miss him, his knowledge and
his sense of humor,” said Judy Hopkins. “We
wish him well in his future endeavours.”

From left to right are Len Poirier, Anne Hare, Jane Ramey, Dr. MacLean, Judy
Hopkins, Kingsley Ramey, Greg Simms, and Sanny (Ruth Ann) Blakney.

Final Total Amounts to $7,000
for Cancer Research

Better local roads

Readers may remember the story on the
Not Me Art Gallery that appeared in the
September edition of the Masthead News.
The organization had raised over $5,000
for cancer research.

In actual fact, the final tally was $7,000.
A cheque presentation was held recently
and the money given to the QEII Foundation.
The cheque was accepted by Caroline
Simpson.

Affordable, safe and sustainable

Honoured to call this community home since 2014

scotianmaterials.ca
YO U R R E S O U R C E , YO U R CO M M U N I T Y, YO U R F U T U R E

PHOTO by Barry Walsh: In the photo are Caroline Simpson, Jerry
Nowee and Mary Nowee.

Christmas Hampers Being Prepared
by Hubbards and Area Lions Club
In Association with RCMP
$12.99/EA.

The Hubbards Area Lions Club
is once again getting ready to hand
out Christmas Hampers to people
in need this season.
Last year, according to Shirley
Marzetti, they prepared and
distributed 61 Christmas Hampers.
To y s c o l l e c t e d d u r i n g a
November campaign and stuffed
into an RCMP cruiser will also be
put into the hampers for the kids

and another event—the Fill-ACar Campaign--will take place on
December 15th at the Independent
Grocery Store in Hubbards where
members of the Lions Club will
be collecting food donations for
the hampers.
Cash donations are also
welcome.
The collection of donations will
run from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Have you seen the On Line directory attached
to our Web page? Just go to
www.themastheadnews.ca and click directory.
If your business isn't there, send us the info to
Richard@bytheseapublishing.ca and Get Listed.

PAGE 24

DECEMBER 5, 2018

MASTHEAD NEWS

Excellent Price ★ Excellent People ★ Excellent Esso Products
Call us today at 310-3776 or visit www.maritimefuels.ca

Maritime Fuels is so very privileged to support proud Maritimers. Everyday we look forward to serving so many talented
& inspiring people. Maritime Fuels wants to say thank you to all, for allowing us to be part of your home and business.
“Our commitment is to deliver affordable excellence to you.”
Charles Higgins, General Manager.

