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Signs Made by Neighbour Thank Nurses for Their Dedication,
Despite Risks to Their Health By Keith Ayling
A beautiful display of signs
thanking nurses who have been
coping with the coronavirus
pandemic as well as tragic
shootings in Nova Scotia, the
shocking helicopter crash in the
Mediterranean, and other daily
tragedies has been set up in the
Tantallon Woods subdivision.
The names of nurses are being
dropped off daily said the owner
of the signs, who wishes to remain
anonymous.
The good Samaritan decided
to craft and paint the names of

the nurses on wood placards and
signs, attaching them to a large,
wooden fence, and in the grounds
in front of it.
He told the Masthead News the
display was different every day as
new names and messages showed
up each morning.
The messages are heartwarming,
with some reading “Our nurses,
our heroes, they are strong”
and ”Yes, nurses are always our
ongoing, brave, strong heroes.
Pray for them.”
The larger one really hit home

and stood out with everyone
passing by the display, taking time
to read it.

It showed the many ways that
nurses talk with their patients and
offering how they can help by

asking, “Would you like a cold
drink?”, “How can I help you?”,
Story continued on page 2

The beautiful display of colorful signs prepared with love showing the names of many of our nurses as well
as some words of encourgement that nurses say to their patients.
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Kids Still Having Fun with Sunday
School Lessons Online By Keith Ayling
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The photo shows the Worship Tablecloth used at St. Luke’s United
Church in Upper Tantallon.

Sunday School at St. Luke’s
United Church in Upper Tantallon
and other churches have found
innovative ways to hold classes
despite the pandemic.
Sunday school teacher MJ
(Mary Jean) Laing tells the
Masthead News, “I felt that,
even though life was going to be
very different for the foreseeable
future, I could at least get together
a little, weekly message for my
Sunday School kiddies.

“I wanted it to have a familiar
feel to it, so I brought home
some of the items we used in
Kids Church each week—our
Children’s Bible, our candle,
our Worship Tablecloth ( which
features a ring of children’s hands,
former students from years past)-all cut out of felt--and a copy of
our attendance sheet, including all
of our children’s names.”
A virtual Sunday School was
then created and put on film

which, more or less, follows the
patterns of the in-person classes.
Joanne Ellis, MJ’s teaching
partner, normally helps with the
team teaching on most Sundays
and takes the class if MJ can’t
be there.
Ruth Le Lacheur of Ingramport
and a former St. Luke’s church
member, does a sing-along for
the kids.
Church Minister, Reverend
Heather Fraser, helps them plan
the children’s worship each week,
based on the same scripture and
theme she uses in the church’s
weekly virtual worship.
MJ demonstrates a simple
thematic craft, which features the
theme of the week’s lesson, and a
Bible story.
The crafts are a simple, braided
friendship bracelet and a rainbow
poster.
She says, “We’ve made palm
fronds for Palm Sunday and bugs
Story continued on page 2

Happy Father's Day to
all of our Dads out there
from the staff of The
Masthead News
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Signs Made by Neighbour Thanks
Nurses
Story con’t from page 1

Check out our new, online way to play!

Visit btconline.ca

NS Gaming License: AGD-305922-20. For more information about
Bay Treasure Chest, follow us on Facebook (@BayTCwin) or visit
our website (baytreasurechest.ca).

“I will sit with you,” “Would you
like a warm blanket?” “You are
getting stronger,” and “Here, hold
my hand.”
Many of our readers have their
own personal experiences with

the nursing community over the
years, especially during the last
few months with so much tragedy
going on, but also the daily good
news of recovering in the hospital

and at home due to the amazing
work of our nurses and doctors.
If anyone would like to relate
their experiences, we would be
glad to hear from them.

Kids Still Having Fun with Sunday
Story con’t from page 1

out of recycled toilet paper rolls
for Earth Day.”
Most of the lessons are still prerecorded, but they plan on having
the school thru Zoom every three
or four weeks.
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COMMUNITY
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Sharing our stories in The Masthead News and Discover St. Margaret’s Bay.

ENTERPRISE
ENTERPRISE

Nurturing and investing in businesses, service providers,
artists, artisans and community groups across generations.

CENTRE
CENTRE

In St. Margaret’s Bay

https://smbcec.org/
https://discoverstmargaretsbay.ca/

MJ’s son, Raymond, does all of
the filming for each lesson.
He edits the whole thing and
uploads it to St. Luke’s You
Tube channel in time for Sunday
morning.
MJ says, “I love to hear from
the kids and find out about all the
great things they have been doing
to keep busy.
“Some have music lessons or
dance classes online, Girl Guides,
gymnastics, and, of course, school,
along with drive-by birthday
parties and bedtime stories by
Facetime with Gramma.
“Facetime with Gramma is
Apple’s version of the video
calling app, so it would be what

Gramma would use to have a
video call with grandkids on her
iPad.”
St. Luke’s church hosts a weekly
virtual coffee hour on Sunday
afternoons at 1:00 p.m.
It’s a chance to catch up on each
other’s news and chat about that
week’s virtual worship.
An Outreach team arranged for
callouts to the entire congregation
in the early days of isolation.
It was their way of letting folks
know they were there to help
in any way they could, to let
them know of the weekly online
worship, and, of course, the new
online Sunday School program.

Hot Weather and Warm Waters
Predicted for Atlantic Canada
Along the Atlantic Coast,
uncertainty reigns for the summer.
AccuWeather forecasters are
predicting a very active hurricane
season in the Atlantic basin, which
is expected to churn out 14 to 20
tropical storms and seven to 11
hurricanes.
Four to six of the storms, they
say, could strengthen further into
major hurricanes—Category 3 or
higher.
The first system of hurricane
season, Tropical Storm Arthur,
is already in the books after

developing into a tropical
depression about 125 miles off
Melbourne, Florida, on Saturday,
May 16th.
The official start to hurricane
season is June 1st and the next
systems to brew will be given
the names Bertha, Cristobal and
Dolly.
“…it is unclear if this will lead
to an increased threat of tropical
storms into Atlantic Canada late
this summer and into this fall,”
says AccuWeather.
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Amazing New Service Provider Offering
Wide Range of Services and Lower Prices
By Keith Ayling

FARROW LAW

Jacqueline R. Farrow

Barrister & Solicitor
Barristers & Solicitors

5445 St. Margaret’s Bay Rd.
Upper Tantallon, NS
B3Z 2H9

 LAWN SOIL
 GARDEN SOIL

Phone: 902-820-3555
Fax: 902-820-3556
E-mail: jackie@farrowlaw.ca
contact@farrowlaw.ca

 LANDSCAPING MULCH
 CRUSHED STONE

PLUS MANY MORE
LANDSCAPING PRODUCTS

PICK-UP or DELIVERY AVAILABLE
ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS
TEL: 835-2446
www.kynock.com

An amazing new service
provider called AnchorNet is
affordable, a family run business,
and is based right here in the St.
Margaret’s Bay area.
They offer a wide range of
landlines, 100 megabytes of
Internet, business services and a
host of additional services with
much lower prices and an honest
down-home service flavour.
Some of their many offerings
include a home phone landline,
which is only $20 per month,
including unlimited calling in
Canada and the United States,
caller ID, voicemail, call waiting
and many other features with no
hidden fees.
If your interest is Internet, you
can enjoy streaming, downloading,
and gaming, giving you an average
savings of $25.00 each month over
major competitors on Internet
alone.
AnchorNet’s recommended
service is 100/10Mbs with
unlimited download for just
$69.99 per month.
There are no installation/
hardware fees and the modem
comes with wireless activated and
no fees for the wireless.
AnchorNet’s live television
service runs on streaming devices
most families already have in
their home, including Roku and
Apple TV.
If you don’t already have a
compatible streaming device,
the owners, James and Morgan,
highly recommend the Roku
streaming stick plus, which comes
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with a host of free apps that
include more free movies and TV
than you could watch in a lifetime.
Other services include
monitored Mac/PC antivirus,
Cloud hosted servers, Enterprise
email systems with file syncing
services, content filtering for kids/
employees, audio visual and home
theatre set ups and consulting,
large area/business/outdoor/home
Wifi consulting, managed IT
services for businesses including
24/7 support, computer equipment
sales and service, and home/
business security.
The list is almost endless and if
it’s not mentioned here, they can

be contacted for inquiries on many
more business services.
There are several ways you can
contact AnchorNet when looking
to sign up or have your questions
answered.
Phone them at 902-488-2467,
email at info@anchornet.ca, or
send them a message on Facebook.
It’s that easy and a quick and
efficient way to have them check
availability of service in your
area, answer your questions, and
schedule you in for a service
hookup.
Have a look at them now at
www.anchornet.ca.

Healthy Bays Network Forms to
Fight Open-Net Finfish Farms
Just when opponents to opennet fish farming thought they had
won the battle with the withdrawal
of Cermaq from its fish-farming
plans, the province has resurrected
the idea again.
As readers may remember,
the multinational, aquaculture
corporation called Cermaq had
responded to an invite from the
province’s government to consider
putting fish farms in some of
Nova Scotia’s bays, but Cermaq
suddenly abandoned their plans.
Cermaq blamed its withdrawal
on shallow waters and poor
flush rates, according to a newly
formed group called Healthy Bays
Network.
In fact, Twin Bays Coalition’s
Syd Dumaresq suggests there may
have been another reason for their
departure.
“Nova Scotians rose up and
denied them social license,” he
says.
For a short time it seemed like
Nova Scotia might join British
Columbia and other jurisdictions
worldwide by getting net pens out
of the water.
Then, says the Healthy Bays
Network, New Brunswick
seafood giant Cooke Aquaculture
(a $2.5 billion “family-owned
corporation”), announced its plans
to fill the gap.
Gwen Wilson of the anti-net
pen group, the St. Mary’s Bay
Protectors, observed, “Now,
instead of opposing a foreign
company, we are facing one from
New Brunswick, bolstered by
tremendous support from our own
(provincial) government.”
Says Protect Liverpool Bays’
Brian Muldoon, “The companies
are simply responding to the
government’s open-door-foropen pens policy, that and our
porous and permissive regulatory
regime.”
Within days the province’s
Department of Fisheries and
Aquaculture granted Cooke a 20year lease and a 10-year lease on
the 14 pens they now operate in
Liverpool Bay and are about to
entertain an application to expand
to 60 pens.

Cooke intends to grow two
million salmon in Liverpool Bay.
On St. Margaret’s Bay they
applied to quadruple their
Bayswater operation.
In a pitch to Halifax’s Chamber
of Commerce in March, company
CEO Glenn Cooke declared their
aim is to produce 30 million
pounds of fish annually in Nova
Scotia, a threefold increase from
current production rates.
Wendy Watson Smith of the
Association for the Preservation
of the Eastern Shore has been
fighting finfish farms since 2012.
She says, “The regulations have
been written for industry. The
voice of Nova Scotians needs to
be heard.”
Those voices are about to get a
whole lot louder, says the Healthy
Bays Network.
Groups provincewide, opposed
to open net pens, have now joined
forces.
The Healthy Bays Network
(HBN) is made up of the St.
Mary’s Bay Protectors, Protect
Liverpool Bay, the Twin Bays
Coalition that represents Mahone
and St. Margaret’s Bays, and the
Association for the Preservation
of the Eastern Shore, with support
from the Ecology Action Centre,
the Atlantic Salmon Federation,
and the Nova Scotia Salmon
Association.
By pooling resources, the
Healthy Bays Network says,
HBN “will organize impacted
communities, alert Nova Scotians
to the effects of open netpens, the shortcomings of our
regulatory regime, and present
realizable options for sustainable
aquaculture.”
The group says that it
is committed to a healthy
environment, empowered
communities, local employment,
and well-paying jobs with a future.
“Nova Scotians will hear lots
more from the Healthy Bays
Network in the weeks and months
ahead,” says HBN.
For more information, contact
Geoff Le Boutillier, Twin Bays
Coalition, 902-823-1404 or
twinbayscoalition@gmail.com
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Service
Directory
The Masthead
News
Business Directory
BONDBOND
DAVIDDAVID
ST. CLAIR
BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR
Residential • Commercial
• Renovations • Service Upgrades
• Generators - Standby and Portable
• NS Power Certiﬁed ETS Installer
• NS Power Service Provider

Phone: 902-876-0904
info@benoitelectric.ca / www.benoitelectric.ca

Employment Law

Family Law

Wills and Estates Personal Injury
General Litigation
902-858-3066

www.davidbondlaw.com

HEAD OF ST. MARGARET’S BAY

Family
. Corporate
. Child
Protection
. Litigation
Family
. Corporate
. Child
Protection
. Criminal
. Litigation
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PersonalInjury
Injury
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kennedyschoﬁ
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2-826-9140
St.Margaret’s
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Raven & Gryphon Fine Books
FINE USED AND RARE BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD
Hackett’s Cove (Please contact for appointment)

902-857-1755

902-488-6291

www.ravengryphonﬁnebooks.com
info@ravengryphonﬁnebooks.com

Rhyno’s Auto Sales
We take pride in creating a comfortable home. Just for you.

Matt Swain
902.789.9099

“Home is the most important place in the world.”

www.viewpoint.ca/mattswain
www.mattswain.ca

4543 Hwy 3

Chester, Nova Scotia

Cash for scrap vehicles
Cell 275-7979

Providing Quality & Friendly
Service Since 1993

(902)-826-2872
29 Hubley Mill Lake Road
Upper Tantallon, N.S.
B3Z 1E7
coulstringsrepair@gmail.com

Need a ride?

Charitable Registration # 81675 3305 RR0001

Your door-to-door
community
Accessible
and affordable
door to door
transportation
service
transportation.
$5 or $8 return trip depending on distance
Booking required 24 hours in advance

Bookingcommunity
requiredtransportation
24 hours inservice
advance
Your door-to-door
$5 or $8 return trip depending on distance

902-820-6600
Booking required 24 hours in advance

Cheryl

whitehousE

interior decorator / owner
902.823.3026
info@carouselstudio.ca

www.carouselstudio.ca

HAROLD”S

COULSTRINGS

AUTOMOTIVE & SMALL ENGINE

 Paint Consultations  Complete Color Schemes
 Custom Window Treatments  Custom Manufacturing
 Blinds & Shades  Upholstery & Slipcovers  Renovations

SERVICE CENTRE
Chartered Professional Accountants

Proud to support local business
with award -winning service
and knowledge
902.820.8000
902.835.5000

TOWING & RECOVERY
Light Car Carrier Service
TOWING
ASSOCIATION
MEMBER

Upper Tantallon
Hammonds Plains

bluenoseaccounting.com

902-857-9604

Hwy # 3 Sims Settlement

www.southshorebusinessdirectory.com

Looking for a local business from
Timberlea to Chester Basin

If your business isn’t
listed call us!

(902) 456-4177

w Large Format Printing
w Vehicle Wraps & Graphics
w Vinyl Signage & Decals
w Lamination & Mounting
w CNC Cutting & Engraving
w Installations & More

Kyle Barrett
902-430-6570

kylejbarrett@gmail.com

902-820-6600
Sunrise Park Inter-Faith
Cemetery
2025 Prospect Road, Hatchet Lake

w Full Green Burials
w No Funeral Homes-Save
Thousands
w Regular Plots Available
w Lowest Price
on Monuments
902-880-4944

sunrisegreenburials@gmail.com

w Seniors/Disabled accompaniment
w Medical appointments/Family liaison
w Airport service/Direct Veterans billing
w Social events and so much more
w CPR/First Aid - Full Background checks
w Clean new vehicles/Reasonable rates

902-483-1455 maggie@drivingmissdaisy.net

www.ivorycarpentry.ca

• WCB covered and fully insured
Snow
• Journeyman carpenters
Plowing
• Call today for a free estimate
• Decks, sheds, garages, new construction and renos
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Helping You Buying
and Selling Your Home
on the South Shore
Realtor
Richard Munden
(902)-449-8893
richardmunden@kw.com

We Own the Boats... You Own the Water!
Boating Made Simple TM

(902) 880-1234

Shining Waters Marine - St.Margaret’s Bay (Tantallon)

www.freedomboatclub.com

Kings Wharf Marina - Halifax Harbour (Dartmouth)

Mr.Bean’s Property Maintenance

w Lawn Cutting/Trimming/Lawn Repairs
w Garden Tilling/Grading Driveways
w Tree Removal/Woodchipping
Located in Hubbards
w Spring Cleanup
serving the Bay area to Chester.
If you have a pecular job, don’t
be afraid to ask. We’ll try to
accomodate your request.

(902)-204-3858

Dedicated to Exceeding Expectations

dwpenney298@gmail.com

Locally Owned and Operated in Tantallon

902-233-2781

Specializing in Lawn
Care and Mowing

hunsleyandassociates@gmail.com

FREE ESTIMATES!

Call Jamie at:
(902)-877-7821

Professional Full Service
Landscaping and
Home/Property Maintenance

Currently Serving Clients in the Following Areas
St.Margaret’s Bay, Queensland,
Tantallon, Hammonds Plains
and All Surrounding Areas
www.paigeleighlandscapes.ca

We do it all!

Offering Cuts, Shaves and Men’s
Grooming Products

wTues. 9:00am - 6:00pm wWed. 9:00am - 6:00pm
wThurs. 9:00am - 7:00pm wFri. 9:00am - 6:00pm
wSaturday 9:00am - 5:00pm

This Space
Now Available

Derek Strong
(902)-240-2381

derek@drdsdetailing.ca

I’m on Facebook
and Instagram (@drdsdetailing)

This Space
Now Available

Upstairs in the Redmond’s Plaza
Upper Tantallon

Walk-ins Only

902-826-7733

New Garden Beds Now Available for Chester and
Area Residents
By Catherine Clute

Gardeners in the Chester
area have a new way to test
out their green thumbs at
the Church Memorial Park
Community Garden.
The garden features 18 new
raised garden beds of different
heights, installed in front of
the tennis courts at 190 Pig
Loop Road.
Karen Mackenzie-Stepner
says “I am looking forward
to gardening, something I
haven’t done since my
children were small.”
The Charles E. Church
Memorial Park trustees came
up with the idea as part of their
50th anniversary celebrations

of the Eleanor Pew Morris
Memorial arena.
According to Michael
O’Connor, treasurer for the
Board of Trustees, the plan is
to include 40 raised beds in
total, along with a tool shed
and an accessible washroom
facility.
In the interim there are two
watering tanks for the plants.
The beds were installed by
volunteers and arena staff.
A newly built retaining wall
provides the dual purpose of a
welcome bench to watch the
progress of the plants.
In order to make it easier to

access the garden area, a new
trail has been built between
the arena complex and the
Shoreham Village Apartments.
It is due to be paved in early
June.
According to O’Connor,
who built the beds in his
garage in the early days of the
pandemic, beds are available
for a fee of $40 (including
HST) for the season.
Interested gardeners should
contact 902-275-7522 or
email CMPgarden@gmail.
com.
Hurry—the beds are going
fast.

Karen MacKenzie- Stepner planting one of the new beds at the Church
Memorial Park Community Garden

PAGE 6

JUNE 3, 2020

MASTHEAD NEWS

Team Surrette Flinn Taking a Rest and Looking
at how to get Involved with Local Youth Sailors
By Max Flinn

Turning Heads Hair Design
13487 Peggy’s Cove Road,
Upper Tantallon
Recent changes to the
salon industry directly
related to Covid-19 have
caused me to make the
difficult decision
to permanently close
my little hair shoppe.
Much love and
heartfelt thanks to all
who’ve supported my
27 years of making
St.Margaret’s Bay
beautiful!
Valerie Levy

Sometimes in sailing it’s just too
windy and wavy to actually get out
on the water to sail.
It’s in those times you need to
find things to do ashore.
That is exactly what Allie
Surrette and I, Max Flinn, have
done in the midst of Covid-19.
After the 2019 Nacra 17
Worlds in New Zealand ended in
December, Team Surrette Flinn
decided to take a step back from
the global circuit.
We are very proud of the
improvements we made as a team
leading up to the worlds and how
we sailed during the competition.
Unfortunately, it was not quite
enough to clinch a spot for the
Games.
Since the world cup circuit
requires significant financial
investment, we decided it would
be best to hit pause and take some
time to figure out our next move.
Personally, I (Max) have been in
Chester for the better part of four

months now (which is the longest
I have been at home since I was
in high school).
The change of pace from being
on the Olympic circuit to Chester
in the winter was night and day.
I have been working on setting
daily challenges for myself as well
as finding new, creative ways to
stay fit without gyms being open.
Sail Canada and the Sports
Centre Atlantic have been great
at relaying information to the
athletes as well as helping navigate
unexpected challenges with the
adjustment of the Tokyo Olympics
being postponed.
Allie and I had equipment on
route to Japan, which has now
been rerouted to California, and
will make its way back to Nova
Scotia next.
We also had a number of
teammates in Spain when Canada
called for all travellers to come
home.

All of these sports organizations
have come together to help
navigate these uncertain times,
which has been extremely helpful.
It has been quite nice to sit back
and reflect on the last few years of
hard work and see the challenges
Allie and I have overcome.
With that being said, Allie and
I are taking this time to process
and properly assess how to move
forward.
With a different summer, in
which it looks like there will be no
competitions held, we have been
talking with local clubs to try and
figure out a way to get involved
with the local youth sailors (once
restrictions are lifted, of course),
including the St. Margaret’s
Sailing Club, the Hubbards and
Chester yacht clubs, and the Royal
Nova Scotia Yacht Squadron.
With this string of beautiful
days, it’s hard not to wish we were
out there sailing!

Virtual Challenge to Pick Up Garbage
Brings Out the Cleaners By Sharon Jessup Joyce

The “Bay Bags It Challenge”
put on by the St. Margaret’s Bay
Stewardship Association ended
with a prize draw for community
members who submitted photos
of their garbage clean-ups, which
the association is sharing on social
media.
Mike Lancaster, the association’s
stewardship coordinator, says, “We
wanted to show that even without
the usual spring clean-ups, we can
still come together, virtually, to
clean up garbage.”
The challenge was inspired by
Bay resident Vicki Smith, whose
Instagram picture of garbage she
picked up from a ditch included a
caption encouraging others to do
the same.
Lancaster says the association
received around 50 photos and
heard from others inspired to clean
up garbage.
Three draw prize packages
cont ai ni ng envi r onment al l y
friendly items were won by Allison
Fortune, Liam Burt and Vicki
Smith.
Fortune, a student in the Nova
Scotia Community College’s
Natural Resources Environmental
Technology program, says she
was happy to help pick up garbage
on Micou’s Island, adding, “I’m
looking forward to helping and
exploring more of the Bay’s islands
this year.”
Liam, 7, who picked up along
a roadside along with his sister,
Avery, 4, and their mom, Becky
Little, says he wanted to participate
because “It’s our job to take care of
where we live. People shouldn’t
litter. It’s a really bad choice.”
Smith says, “I was happy to see
so many kids participating. One
of my childhood jobs was to clean
up the ditch in front of our home
every spring.
“I remember being really mad
that I had to pick up someone else’s
garbage, but it helped make me the
anti-litter bug I am today. I hope
it does the same for the kids who
participated in this challenge.”
Picking up garbage on trails,
shorelines, waterways and other
locations is an important job carried

out each year by the Stewardship
Association, says Lancaster.
“Last year we removed 2,250
pounds of garbage from trails, the
shoreline and waterways—garbage
that poses a threat to water and soil
quality and wildlife.
“And in the past eight years,
we’ve removed 329,000 pounds.

This year, with the cancellation of
many internships, the task falls on
all of us as a community.
“Although we ran our challenge
for just two weeks in May, picking
up garbage is an easy, yearround opportunity to care for our
environment.”

Liam Burt says we should “clean up litter and plant trees so we can
breathe better.”

Vicki Smith holds garbage, including 147 lobster bands, she picked up
on Croucher’s Beach.
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Is your mooring Safe after all winter?
A simple mooring inspection by our qualified staff will find that out. Don’t leave it to chance. Start your boating season off on a safe note.

Contact: Marc Marriott 902-877-3147 or Steven Marriott 902-412-7307
Website: www.goodmooring.ca Email: info@goodmooring.ca

Spring Mooring Mtce:
We’ll replace corroded hardware and inspect
Buoy and Lead Lines for wear or fraying. We’ll
clean your mooring of accumulated growth
and provide a detailed list of any issues.

Float and Ramp Replacement:
We’ll identify and repair any issues with the Flotation, Decking,
Framing, and Ramp/Wharf connection points before installation.
Get your boating season off on the right foot this spring. Call us
early for fast inspection and install.

Wharf & Decking Construction • Floating Docks Mooring Placement & Inspections • Diving Services Custom Rope Splicing
• Marine Emergency Service Wharf & Float Repair Service • Float Storage

BOOK
NOW!

Community Enterprise Centre/ Peggy’s Cove Festival
of the Arts Working on Virtual Festival This Summer
Community Helping Community, a video
forum launched last month by the Saint
Margaret’s Bay Community Enterprise
Centre (CEC), allowing community groups
to share ideas for meeting pandemicrelated challenges, has already “led to one
very exciting and rewarding partnership,”
says CEC president Chris Pelham.
Chris says the Peggy’s Cove and Area
Festival of the Arts (PCAFA) and many
members of the CEC “will be working
together to deliver a virtual festival” this
summer.
“Bay Seniors and the Stewardship
Association have already pledged their
participation and we’re sure other CEC
members will get involved too,” he added.
Patricia Lindley, representing PCAFA,
says, “We are thrilled to collaborate with the
CEC and some of its members to promote the
creative ability of our local artists.
“Most folks aren’t aware that work on the
Peggy’s Cove Area Festival of the Arts starts
the previous fall, and with the cancellation
of the 2020 festival, it seemed all that eﬀort

would be lost.
“Now, with the CEC’s facilities and
member and volunteer support, we are going
to be able to use the results of that work to
create a virtual PCAFA studio tour that will
stretch over several weeks this summer.
Patricia added that “We are also exploring
with the CEC the possibility of an onsite art
event during the usual festival period in July.”
Says Pelham, “The Festival and its
members are dear to the CEC family,
providing wonderful art for the CEC’s
rotating art gallery, which CEC members,
volunteers and visitors always appreciate.
“We know the Festival is important to our
community and to our region’s many talented
artists,” he says.
“The CEC’s mandate is to support enterprise
and—respecting relevant public health
requirements of course—this partnership
with PCAFA is an exciting way we can do
exactly that.”
Patricia adds, “Our artists have been
working all winter in their studios, so prepare
to be amazed.”

Better local roads
Affordable, safe and sustainable

Honoured to call this community home since 2014

scotianmaterials.ca

Alexander Koltakov, one of many artists in the region who spend months getting ready for
the Peggy’s Cove and Area Festival of the Arts.

Forest Fires have Already Begun
By Dale Kaizer

It has been a fast start to the forest ﬁre
situation here in Nova Scotia this May with
many ﬁres simultaneously.
There are ﬁres burning in three counties
as this story is being written but are all under
control and are not a threat to any structures.
There was also a ﬁre near Chester Grant
on May 22nd that is now out.
Acting Manager of Nova Scotia Forest
Protection Services, Jim Rudderham,
said “that it was the really hot and dry
weather over the past week and a half that
contributed to the start of the ﬁres, and the
threat of ﬁres increase any time there is a
hot and dry stretch of weather.”

Mr. Rudderham asks “that people take
special care with regards to lighting ﬁres
in the province, especially campﬁres, and
to follow all the burning restrictions and
recommendations.”
You can find information on burning
restrictions online at novascotia.ca/burnsafe.
This site gives information on burning
restrictions for each county and is updated
daily at 2:00 p.m.
Mr. Rudderham says he “would like to
thank all the ﬁre departments and volunteers
throughout Nova Scotia in whom we have
such a great relationship with. They do a
great job and their eﬀorts are appreciated.”

YO U R R E S O U R C E , YO U R CO M M U N I T Y, YO U R F U T U R E

Power
outages
happen

Unfortunately, outages are a fact of life
these days. Be prepared for the inevitable
with a backup or standby generator installed
by the professionals at Benoit Electric.

Where to Find Out More
About Coronavirus
Nova Scotians can ﬁnd accurate,
up-to-date information and fact sheets
at https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus
You can also go to the Government
of Canada at https://canada.ca/
coronavirus or call the government
toll-free on its information line at
1-833-784-4397.

Look to the pros at Benoit Electric for a free
in-home assessment to keep you safe and
comfortable when the inevitable happens.

902 876 0904 BenoitElectric.ca
info@BenoitElectric.ca

Renovations • Service Upgrades • Solar Power Installations • Emergency Service Repairs
Portable Generators • Automatic Standby Generators • Vehicle Charging Systems
Rewiring • Routine Repairs and Service

Deadline for the
July 8th Issue
of The Masthead
News is June 30th
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TO THE GRADUATING CLASS OF 2020
SIR JOHN A HIGH SCHOOL & FOREST HEIGHTS COMMUNITY SCHOOL

By Anna Hall

The year 2020 will be a year
that will not only be remembered
as YOUR graduating years, but as
the class graduating in the midst of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
You literally started your year
in one world and graduated in
another!
With Tik Tok and other means of
social media, you are graduating
in new and exciting ways!

Celebrities are weighing in to
help students celebrate the rites of
passage in the absence of proms
and graduating ceremonies.
This year it is not one class
celebrating per high school, it is
an extended family of graduates
across provinces and the country.
We know this pandemic has
put roadblocks in your way, but
you are a resourceful, adaptable,

and enterprising group of young
adults!
Yo u c a n l e a r n f r o m t h i s
experience by taking on new,
innovative challenges, creating
new jobs and jumping in much
like your great grandparents did
when they were faced with worldwide recessions, and world wars.
They kept the country going.
The motto then was “We can do

this!”
You too can roll up your sleeves
and oﬀer your services to ﬁll the
voids.
Work for farmers, work for
fishermen, offer personalized
daycare, or do whatever it is you
can do. Adapt to whatever is
needed.
Every job experience will teach
you new skills, provide new

Congratulations
Graduating
Class of 2020!

contacts, and create a page of
knowledge as you go forward in
your lives.
We CELEBRATE you, we wish
you well, and we know you will
come through this time period
stronger, more resourceful, and
more importantly, kinder, patient
and caring young people who will
lead your generation forward!

CONGRATULATIONS
TO EACH OF YOU FROM
YOUR EXTENDED
COMMUNITIES.

Hugh MacKay - MLA
A STRONG
VOICE
Chester
- FOR
St.Margaret’s

Congratulations to all
Our Grads of 2020!
Hon. BERNADETTE JORDAN

MP, SOUTH SHORE - ST. MARGARET’S

902-527-5655
Toll free 1-888-816-4446
Bernadettejordan.ca

Hugh MacKay - MLA
Chester - St.Margaret’s
(902) 826-0222

info@hughmackay.ca

hughmackay.ca

@HughMacKayMLA
@HughMacKayCSM

Congratulations 2020 graduates!
It seems like just yesterday you were eating Happy Meals.
– Your friends at Tantallon McDonald’s

®
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Words of Encouragement, Praise,
and Congratulations from Principal
Paul Nickerson Forest Heights Community School
This certainly isn’t the way that anyone
pictured you would be ﬁnishing your high
school careers but here we are.
I would like to thank you for how you
have all dealt with everything that has been
going on over the last few months.
It hasn’t been easy but you have adapted,
persevered and will move forward stronger
because of it.
As you graduate, remember that it is even
more important than ever to say thank you to
someone who has helped you along the way.
So reach out and say thank you to a
teacher, parent, friend, bus driver, and
anyone who has guided you to get to this
point and helped prepare you for what is
to come.
I would also like to thank you all for
everything that you have done for the school
over the past four years.
You’ve been doing school now for a total

of 13 years, which is over 2,400 school
days, and now you are all moving on to
something diﬀerent.
Whether it be the workforce, university,
community college, or anything else, you
are moving into the next stage of your lives
and are well prepared to do so.
I would urge you to continue to grow
and learn as a person wherever you ﬁnd
yourself next.
The FHCS staﬀ have said many great
things about this graduation class over the
past few years and it is without a doubt
that we believe you will go on to do many
great things.
You have all been a big part of FHCS,
through sports teams, committees, or simply
attending classes and being students.
We will miss you and we congratulate
you on this achievement!

Congratulations to all our
Graduating Students of the
Class of 2020 and Sincere
Best wishes for a Bright
Future From the Staff
of The Masthead News
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Some Graduation Ideas for 2020

Graduation is an important
rite of passage.
Each year thousands of
graduates cross a stage,
receive their diploma, and
begin a new phase of life.

But this year, graduation
ceremonies here in Nova
Scotia are cancelled.
However, there are things
you can do at home to
celebrate your grad’s special

day.
The following are some
ideas to make his or her
graduation a positive one:
Nothing is more fun than
starting a day of celebration

with brunch. Before your
grad wakes up, cook a
delicious breakfast. The
more bacon the better.
Decorate the house for
graduation after he or she

Congratulations
Graduates
of 2020!
From the
Staff and
Management
of Sobey's
Tantallon!

A Big Congratulations to All Those
Graduating This Year and Best Wishes
For a Bright Future Ahead!

Chester Service Centre Ltd
Tel: (902) 275-4754

Complete Automotive Service and Repairs

24 Hour Roadside Assistance

Terry & Penny Bremner (Owners)

Best Wishes to the
Graduating Class
of 2020!

goes to bed. In addition to
traditional streamers and
signs, you’ll also want to
include a few personalized
items.
For the daughter in the
family who is graduating,
find your favorite flower
delivery service and send
a graduation-themed ﬂoral
arrangement to her. She’ll
feel so loved when it arrives
at the door.
Decorate your lawn.
Make a custom lawn sign
or decorate your door with
streamers and balloons.
Bake a festive dessert.
Throughout the day, treat
your grad with all of his or
her’s favorite foods. Have a
special dessert on hand after
dinner.
Play graduation songs.
No graduation is complete
without a playlist. Play all of
your grad’s favorite songs.
It’ll keep positive vibes
going all day.
Have a graduation party,
inviting all of your friends
who are graduating.
Have relatives and
friends perform a drive-by,
with cars decorated with
signs and balloons saying
“Congratulations” and
whatnot.

227 Old Trunk 3, RR#1 Chester, Nova Scotia B0J 1J0
chesterservicecentre@gmail.com

A.D. MACE AC HERN
INSURANCE

A.D. MACE AC HERN
INSURANCE

We would like to send out a big
Congratulations to the 2020
Grads !

We would like to send out a big
Congratulations to the 2020
Grads !

Tara and Evan

www.Maceacherninsurance.ca
902-406-5664

A.D. MACE AC HERN
INSURANCE
We would like to send out a big
Congratulations
the Locations
2020
Tantallon and
St.Margaret’stoBay
Grads !

Congratulations Grads of 2020, and
Tara and
Best Wishes
forEvan
a Great Future!
www.Maceacherninsurance.ca
902-406-5664

Tara and Evan

www.Maceacherninsurance.ca
902-406-5664

congratulations class of 2020!

A.D. MACE AC HERN
INSURANCE
We would like to send out a big
Congratulations to the 2020
Congratulations to the Class of 2020 from
Grads ! of Bussey Auto Brokers
the Staﬀ and Mangement

902-222-4764
Tara and Evan

www.halifaxautobrokers.com
www.Maceacherninsurance.ca
902-406-5664

Congratulations to the
Class of 2020 from East
Coast Lifestyle! We’re
all in this together, stay
strong & dream BIG.
Anything is possible
with hard work &
perseverance!
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Bay Treasure Chest Prepares for New,
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Online 50-50 Lottery
The Masthead Brings

As many Bay Treasure Chest
players will know, its directors
have temporarily suspended the
weekly 50-50 draws on the advice
of the provincial health authorities,
because the process of counting the
toonies and recording the numbers
played involves a small army of
volunteers.
“The COVID-19 pandemic and
the resulting public safety measures
evolved so rapidly that we were
unable to complete the March
18 th count,” says Bay Treasure
Chest Association President, Shaun
MacIntyre. “The chests were
removed from the retailers and the
contents placed in secure storage.”
In the meantime, volunteers have
developed a protocol that will allow
them to complete the suspended
count while complying with
public health measures, security
requirements and lottery license
speciﬁcations.
Winners will be announced as
usual via social media and on the
association’s website.
“This protocol is too time
consuming to be used for a regular
weekly draw, so this is a one-oﬀ and
does not signal resumption of the
Bay Treasure Chest weekly draws,”

notes MacIntyre.
“But we are announcing a new
Bay Treasure Chest monthly
fundraising program that offers
players a chance to win a cash prize
and at the same time will provide
funds for the programs and projects
oﬀered by the Bay Treasure Chest
partners.
“The new 50-50 lottery is totally
online, and players can participate
from the safety of their own
homes.”

It is expected to launch on June
5th.
“We want to thank players for
their support,” says MacIntyre.
“Their enthusiastic participation
has helped us to create and maintain
a variety of programs and services
to enhance the quality of life in our
communities.”
You can ﬁnd information about
the new BTC Online 50-50 at
btcmonthly.ca or baytreasurechest.
ca

Advisory from Health Canada
Warns Again Unauthorized
Test Kits for COVID-19
An advisory from Health Canada
is warning people to steer clear of
test kits and sample collection kits
that claim to diagnose or detect
COVID-19.
Health Canada feels that these
kits may give inaccurate or false
results.
Such products have not been
authorized by Health Canada,
which means they have not been
reviewed for safety, quality or

Hello Again, Friends!

Want to know more?
Contact us at 902-826-1687
info@unicorntheatre.ca

We’re still around – waiting patiently until we can celebrate our 25th Anniversary with
you. Here are more of the special activities that are coming up before too long (we
hope!)

Puppetry Workshop

Cassidy Scott shows you how to transform everyday materials into living, moving
puppets! A hands-on workshop where participants will be able to brainstorm, create and
perform with their very own puppet.

Play in a Weekend. (Non-musical)

We will rehearse and present a play based on “Diary of a Wimpy Kid”, complete with
costumes, sets and props – all in a weekend! Sunday afternoon performance for family
and friends. Director: Laura Eamon.

“Living Theatre” Festival

eﬀectiveness.
The only authorized COVID-19
test kits in Canada are intended for
use by healthcare professionals or
trained operators.
The Department is continuing to
monitor websites for false claims
and is working with online retailers
to ensure that unauthorized
COVID-19 diagnostic or detection
test kits are removed from their
websites.
Health Canada is also working
with the RCMP to take action
when unauthorized test kits are
found to be sold in Canada,
including a recent seizure of over
1,500 test kits in British Columbia.
Selling or advertising health
products that make false or
misleading claims is illegal in
Canada and the Department “will
use all mechanisms and tools at its
disposal to stop these activities.”
If you have already purchased
an unauthorized test kit, report it
to Health Canada.

We are bringing Live Theatre to you! During the Festival, we will be putting on small,
entertaining performances at various hotspots around the community for you to enjoy.
Coordinator: Sophie Trinacty.

“Humans of Unicorn Theatre” on Social Media

Many Unicorn people from the past are leading interesting lives these days. Grace Dean
shares some of their stories with us.

Deadline for the
July 8th Issue
of The Masthead News
is June 30th

Harman Singh,
Cape Breton University Board of Governors

Us Together
Our community is made better
by the enduring commitment of
Ron Driskill and the Masthead
News to tell us about ourselves—
month after month.
The Masthead tells us about
young people who make
wonderful achievements and
contributions to their community.
We hear about our neighbours
who do neat or special things,
sometimes of international
importance.
Local churches and volunteer
groups are frequently featured.
We are pleased to see our
neighbours appear in a picture.
We’ll look forward to seeing
sports teams and recreation
groups in our paper when life
can resume again.
We read the Masthead cover
to cover.

When we need to get our car
repaired, ﬁnd a physio clinic or
any local service, we go back to
an old issue of the Masthead and
ﬁnd just what we need.
People who move to our
community and others who
regularly visit often say there is
something special about the Bay.
People do things together
and care for each other. The
Masthead helps bind us together.
Without the Masthead News
we would not be all that we are.
Thank you, Ron, and the
Masthead team for everything
you do for our community!
Yours Sincerely,
Fred Dolbel
Glen Haven

Pleased to Read Proﬁle
About Mike Lancaster
Dear Editor,

I was really pleased to read
your proﬁle of Mike Lancaster
in the May 6th edition of The
Masthead News.
I met Mike about ﬁve years ago
and was immediately impressed
by both his environmental
knowledge and his commitment
to preserving the ecology of the
Bay.

With his ongoing contribution
to the environmental and social
well-being of this area that
we love, Mike is truly a Bay
Treasure!
Brian O’Neill
Boutilier’s Point NS

A Thank You for Putting
Out The Masthead
Hi Ron,

I just wanted to thank you
and all your dedicated staff
for putting out one of the best
issues on May 6th indicating how
communities can come together
to help others in need in these
diﬃcult times for everyone.
It’s great to see so many

diﬀerent authors contributing to
making your paper so interesting
to read.
I can’t wait for the next issue.
Bob Angus
Co-Chair
BLT Residents Association

Library Card Registration
Now Available Online

Shape
our province
Join an agency, board, or commission
With over 150 ways to volunteer, joining an agency, board, or commission
allows you to help shape our province while supporting what matters to you.
Applications are now open. The deadline for some applications is
June 22, 2020. To learn more and apply, visit novascotia.ca/abc
or call 1-866-206-6844 (toll free).
The Government of Nova Scotia has an Employment Equity Policy. We welcome applications from
Aboriginal people, African Nova Scotians, other racially visible people, persons with disabilities, women,
and other employment equity groups. Applicants are encouraged to self-identify.

Although public library
branches are currently closed
across the province, Halifax Public
Libraries is ﬁnding new ways to
oﬀer service to its communities.
Shannon Higgins, branch
services librarian at the Tantallon
Public Library, says libraries are
“responding to the pandemic by
increasing their online content
including, for the ﬁrst time, letting
community members register for
a library card online rather than
in person.
From March 18 th to May
20th, there were over 5,300 new
users registering online for a
digital Halifax Public Library
card (online registrations are
not recorded per library branch),
an increase of more than 2,000

registrations over the average two
month number of 3,200.
“People who haven’t used their
public library in a while will be
surprised by what they can ﬁnd
there,” Higgins says, including
reading and streaming services
for magazines, books, movies,
learning and business resources,
online programs, and even homebased activity ideas for adults,
teens and children.
Higgins says, “Of course,
libraries are designed to be places
that people visit or gather in
person, but this situation is an
opportunity to remind people of
the ways we already serve the
community online, and to consider
what else we might be able to
oﬀer.”
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Man Virtually Proposes to Fiance’
AEDs in the Vicinity Online during Anglican Services
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

are Here to Save Lives
Dear Editor,

In Canada there are an
estimated 40,000 cardiac arrests
each year, equaling one every 12
to 13 minutes.
Most people experience no
warning signs or symptoms
before a cardiac “incident” and
as 70% of those occur outside
of the hospital, the percentage
for survival is quite low without
defibrillation.
For every one minute delay
the survival rate decreases by
7 to 10%.
After 12 minutes the chance
for survival is as low as 5% or
less.
With the use of an AED
(automated external defibrillator)
over the practice of CPR by
itself, the survival rate increases
to 75%.
These are staggering statistics.
Currently there are over 1,100
AED’s registered in Nova Scotia.
Registration is as critical as
the device itself as it allows 911
dispatch to let the caller know
whether an AED is nearby.
As the Hubbards & Area
Lions Club is a vital part of the
community, we felt we should
have an AED on site both for the
many people who frequent the
club as well as for the Aspotogan
Fitness Centre located on the

lower level of the club.
With the use of our earned
monies from our partnership
with the Bay Treasure Chest
Association, this has become a
reality.
During my research I
discovered my daughters’ high
school in Tantallon was also in
need of an AED, so we quickly
approached one of our hub
partners (St. Margaret’s Bay
Lions Club) to help share the
cost, again using our earned BTC
monies.
Sir John A Macdonald High
School hosts many venues such
as sporting events, school plays,
etc., not to mention the fact
the school houses over 1,000
students and staff.
Both devices are a very
welcome addition to our
communities.
Lastly, I’d like to thank
everyone who helped make this
endeavour possible from those
who play their toonies weekly,
all members of both Lions clubs,
and to interim/acting principal
Agnes Green.
Thank you. Thank you.
Deanna Pardy Burns
Hubbards & Area Lions Club

King Lion Leonard Bugbee of the St. Margaret’s Bay Lions Club
(left) holds a plaque with King Lion William Burns of the Hubbards
& Area Lions Club. The plaque is in recognition of an AED donated
to Sir John A Macdonald High School by the two clubs and the Bay
Treasure Chest Association.

By Mel Parsons

Since St. Patrick’s Day, St.
Nicholas Anglican Church on
Westwood Boulevard, Tantallon,
has been holding virtual Morning
Prayer Services every Sunday at
9:30 a.m.
However, the May 17th
service suddenly became a little
different.
When the time came for
announcements, the priest,
Reverend Tammy Hodge, said
there was yet one more and, as
she stood beside the chair, a man
by the name of Herb Hoelke came
to the front of the camera.
Holding a sheet of paper in his
hand, it said, “Will you marry me,
Diana?”
It turns out that in October
of last year Reverend Tammy’s
mother, Diana Hodge, invited
a mutual friend to meet Herb at
Lefty’s restaurant.
They met at 3:00 p.m., the
story goes, had coffee, talked all
afternoon, stayed for dinner until
it was dark, and have talked on the
phone every day since then.
Diana’s answer was “Yes!”
As it turns out, Reverend
Tammy herself and her fiance’
chef, Daniel Orovec, will be
getting married, so the question is,
“Will there be a double wedding?”
Reverend Tammy was quick to
respond “No!”
But she is getting married in
June and Herb and Diana are
getting married next year.
Herb’s proposal to Diane
is unique as it was online and
virtually produced.
St. Nicholas Anglican produces
its online services through
PowerPoint and ZOOM.
Many other churches and
institutions are doing the same.
“It is acknowledged some
churches use is that of the Holy
Eucharist,” says a spokesperson,
“but it is our understanding that
Eucharist on line is not encouraged
by some bishops, so the format
used at St. Nicholas is that of the
Anglican Morning Prayer.
This daily liturgy of Morning
Prayer (or Matins) and Evensong
have been virtually unchanged
since the English Reformation

in the mid-1500s--the Church of
England producing its Book of
common Prayer in 1662.
The services have proven
very popular, drawing more
people online than the physical
congregations have been.
Generally speaking, almost twice
as many on line as in the regular
in-church congregation, including
regulars from Atlanta, Chicago,
Salt Lake City and Hamilton,
Ontario.
The feeling from the

congregation is that this format is
very workable and comfortable,
people enjoying the ability to chat
with scores of others instead of
wandering around the church, as
has been the case.
Should any wish to participate
on Sunday, go to the church website
http://www.stnicholasanglican.ca/
and scroll down a short distance
where, on the right hand side, is
a picture of a church showing the
time as Morning Prayer 9:30 a.m.
Click on it and enjoy!

Herb holding the ring after he asked “Will you marry me, Diana?”

Thousands of Opportunities Open
to Job Seekers at Federal Job Bank
Thousands of opportunities
are being posted to the Job Bank
website for jobs available across
the country.
This is a website set up by the
Canadian government to help
employers stay connected to
possible employees and for the
latter to find hope.
Thousands more will be

posted over the coming weeks
and months, with a target of
approximately 70,000 placements.
Young people in particular are
being kept in mind.
All youth are encouraged to
search for Canada Summer Jobs
by going to jobbank.gc.ca or by
downloading the free Job Bank
app.

Story for the
Masthead News
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Home Renovations, Repairs,
Painting, Construction, Etc.

Antiques and Collectibles
Liquidating an estate, downsizing,
clearing your basement, attic, barn
or shed? ABC: Antiques, Books,
Collectibles wants to buy your old
and interesting items! 902-826-1128
Computer Programming
Give yourself a big edge!
Learn computer programming
at a pocket-friendly price from a
certified professional. Classes are
tailored to your schedule. Contact
me: commodore913@gmail.com
For Sale
Established tour boat company for
sale. 30 passenger vessel in excellent
condition. Vessel and business with
many extras,. Serious enquiries only
please. Reply to georgesislandferry@
gmail.com

Tailoring

HELP WANTED: raking, trimming
and all things garden-related at Head
of St. Margaret’s Bay, 902-826-1998.

Experienced and Professional.
Alterations to suits, prom and bridal
gowns and much more, 902-2757784, www.roxannestailoring.ca

Home Decor

In Memoriam

P a u l e t t e s H o m e D e c o r - - We
specialize in custom-made drapes,
Hunter Douglas blinds, and custom
bedding upholstery. “We bring the
showroom to you. Give us a call.
You’ll be thrilled with the results.”
By appointment only, 902-225-8207.

Dauphinee

Home Renovations, Repairs,
Painting, Construction, Etc.
Avon Dorey Painting, interior/
exterior, 857-9169.
.Seamless Eavestroughing--Quality
system; hidden hangers; 50 colours,
aluminum and copper. More than
25 years experience. Free estimates.
Call Eric Messom, 902-228-2988,
902-456-4900.

Dear Ron,

Music Instruction
Instruction in piano, clarinet,
saxophone, flute, and theory offered
by qualified teacher (B. A. Music,
B. Ed., M.Ed) with over 20 years
experience. Sessions available in
my home studio (in the Hubbards
area) or online via Zoom starting in
September. Call 902-857-1085.

In loving memory of a darling
daughter and sister, Carolyn Dianne,
who passed away June 9, 1962, and
loved ones. Although our life’s
journey have bid us be apart, I am
with you. You are with me always in
my heart.

The children of Gary and Marilyn
(Dauphinee) Meade happily
announce their parent’s 50th Wedding
Anniversary. Gary and Marilyn
were married on June 27, 1970,
in Tantallon, Nova Scotia at St.
Margaret’s Anglican Church by the
late Reverend John C Earle. They
are blessed with two children--son
Matthew (Andrea) and daughter Sarah
and one beautiful granddaughter,
Madison. Gary is a retired City of
Halifax Engineering Assistant and
former Municipal Councillor. Gary
spends his days volunteering with
the St. Margaret’s Bay Lions Club,
Bay Rides and the St. Margaret’s
Bay Food Bank. Marilyn formerly
worked with the County of Halifax,
Revenue Canada, Destination Halifax
and Tourism Nova Scotia. Gary
and Marilyn reside in Head of St.
Margaret’s Bay, Nova Scotia, and
enjoy spending their winters as
snowbirds in Hallandale Beach,
Florida. Happy 50th Wedding
Anniversary Mom and Dad!

Lovingly rememberd, daily.
Mom (Daisy) sisters Marilyn, Karen,
Bev, and families.

Deadline for the July 8th Issue
of The Masthead News is June 30th.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Proposed Bayswater Aquaculture
Expansion Raises Questions
The provincial Fisheries &
Aquaculture web site confirms
that Kelly Cove Salmon, a division
of Cooke Aquaculture, applied
in 2016 to expand the area of
their open-net pen aquaculture
operations at Saddle Island off
Bayswater, license #1006, from
7.61 hectares to 30.22 hectares.
Joel Richardson, VP Public
Relations for Cooke Aquaculture,
recently explained their reason for
the application.
“Our current application with
the Nova Scotia Department
of Fisheries and Aquaculture
(NSDEA) is to amend the
boundary so that all moorings are
inside the lease area.”
They currently have six cages
at the farm.
Mr. Richardson adds, “Kelly
Cove Salmon Ltd. has not applied
for additional cages to be added to
the Bayswater farm.”
However, in the 243 page
application, Kelly Cove Salmon
says they will “initially” increase
the number of salmon raised from
390,000 to 440,000.
Do they plan to increase salmon
production later? Will their license
allow them to?
After 25 years of aquaculture
operations off Saddle Island,
has the environment around the
current area reached a saturation
point?
In their application, Kelly

Cove Salmon quotes the Canadian
Wildlife Service that “a number of
migrating birds inhabit the area off
Bayswater Beach.”
These include the common eider
and the long-tailed duck. We often
see small shore birds on the beach
as well.
The application goes on to say,
“The Province of Nova Scotia
recognises the area around Gravel
Island, an area east-southeast of
Saddle Island, as a significant
habitat for migratory birds.”
Gravel Island is less than a
kilometre from the fish farm.
This spring, fishers and residents
noticed more seagulls around the
fish farm than we’ve seen before.
We’ve seen those gulls attacking
sea ducks. Seagulls roost toward
nearby East Ironbound Island and
Pearl Island, which is a designated
Wildlife Management Area because
of its puffin colony. Gulls threaten
puffins and their nests.
Why have we seen more gulls
around that fish farm this year? Will
expansion increase those numbers?
Data in the application show
predominant currents from the fish
farm run to the WSW and SW to
waters off nearby Bayswater Beach,
a provincial park.
In addition to general concerns
about open-net pen operations,
specific issues about this expansion
include sulphide levels, current
speed and exposure to storms.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Celebrating 50 Years Together

Household renovations, repairs
& installations. Doors, windows,
porches & decks repaired or replaced.
Repairs to flooring, drywall, siding,
installation of laminate countertops,
shelving and garage storage solutions.
Insured & references. Call Mike,
902-476-8831.

We rely on our government to
make sure these operations operate
with as little environmental impact
as possible.
Government and industry tout
their ‘Gold Standards’ regulations.
But those regulations are only as
good as the ability to enforce them.
A 2015 report on provincial
aquaculture monitoring by
the Auditor General stated,
“Although environmental
monitoring by operators is a
requirement of lease and licensing
agreements, the Department has
limited ability to enforce the
requirements.”
Fisheries and Aquaculture
have confirmed that Kelly Cove
Salmon still needs to “host at
least one public meeting near the
potential site location to hear from
the community” as part of the
Proponent Scoping Phase. T h e
application will then be subject to
further review.
One has to ask why, three
and a half years after filing the
application, Kelly Cove Salmon
still hasn’t had the required public
meeting?
Once it is safe to do so, the
public meeting and review process
will allow citizens to express their
concerns about this site and its
proposed expansion.
Daryl Gray
Bayswater
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Thank You!

Thank you for sending me the
April edition of The Masthead
News. And thank you for
publishing my article, “The
Binoculars”.
Over the years living in St.
Margaret’s Bay, I often thought
it strange how life took us there.
I felt it needed sharing.

In the email that you didn’t
receive, I had said how much I
enjoyed reading The Masthead
News.
It helped me know my
community better.
I hope you stay safe,
Cilla Cross

HRM’s New Social Policy
will Grow Stronger Rural
Communities
Dear Editor,

From Hubbards to Peggy’s
Cove to Hammonds Plains,
District 13 in Halifax Regional
Municipality has many unique
communities that require
government to consider more
than just cost when it comes to
delivering a service.
Access to transportation in
rural Hammonds Plains-St.
Margaret’s has been discussed
for decades, but because it’s
cost-prohibitive to deliver,
Councillors for the area have
offered platitudes and grants,
rather than accepting the need
for rural transit as essential and
building a plan to deliver it.
In May, HRM Council passed
a Social Policy Framework that
clearly defines and guides the
city’s role and responsibilities
in creating healthy, safe, and
welcoming communities.
Coupled with the municipal
strategic plan, this social policy
offers a new way of thinking for
government decision-makers.
Solely basing decisions on
financial cost is a thing of the
past.
Now, decisions must be made
with the human cost in mind.
The social impact of municipal
decisions is now on the table.
Business units at the city will
have to work together better
and ensure alignment with
stakeholders’ needs.
That means the needs of
citizens in HRM have been given
more weight and are valued
more in the municipal decisionmaking process than ever before.

This new social policy all
but guarantees the voice of
community will be a guiding
factor when debating where and
how to spend precious budget
dollars.
In addition to the expenditure
of monies to deliver services,
HRM will now have to think
differently when debating zoning,
development applications, and
renewing out-dated municipal
planning strategies.
Plus, the city will have to
consider the root cause of
criminal activity and not just act
in a reactive manner to crimes
with increased policing.
Affordable housing, food
security, recreation, connected
communities and mobility, as
well as community capacity for
growth, are now all factors that
influence municipal decisions.
In the coming months, voters
will go to the polls to elect their
new HRM council.
That new council will be
responsible for updating the
current HRM Economic Growth
Plan, 2016-2021.
Looking at business growth
through a social lens with this
new social policy will ensure
the distinct communities of
Hammonds Plains-St. Margaret’s
will be successful in growing their
economic capacity as vibrant,
safe, healthy and welcoming
communities.
Pamela Lovelace, Hammonds
Plains

Very Few Services Affected in
the Municipality of Chester
Office staff of the Municipality
of Chester, for the most part,
are carrying out many of the
Municipality’s services at home
while some have remained onsite.
Overall, very few services have
been affected by the changes due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Until municipal offices are
open to the public, residents are
asked to continue using online and
telephone options.
When they do open up, expect
to see protective shields at front

counters, signage, and some oneon-one services scheduled through
appointments until restrictions lift.
Residents are encouraged to
check www.chester.ca and the
Municipality’s social media
accounts frequently for updates
or call the main office at 902275-3554.
Kaizer Meadow Landfill will
resume operations on Saturday,
J u n e 6 th. T h e H o u s e h o l d
Hazardous Waste is already open.
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Bay Seniors Continuing to Offer
Grocery and Other Services

By Sharon Jessup Joyce
As the province begins to
loosen stay-at-home restrictions,
the Seniors Association of St.
Margaret’s Bay is reminding its
members and other Bay residents
that Friendly Neighbour, the
association’s support program
created to provide services during
Covid-19, will remain in place
as long as there is need, to serve
grocery shopping and delivery
requirements as well as other
services.
Rebecca Weickert, Bay Seniors
president, says, “We know services
and spaces will be reopening
slowly. We also recognize that
seniors and those with certain
health considerations remain at

higher risk, and the premier and
chief medical officer of health
ask that Nova Scotians return to
regular activities gradually and
carefully.
“We want our community
to remain safe and we’re
committed to helping ensure that
by continuing to offer Friendly
Neighbour for the foreseeable
future.”
Heather Thompson, who
coordinates the Bay Seniors’
neighbour support activities, says
Friendly Neighbour was intended
initially as only a shopping and
delivery service to fill the gap
left by the pandemic-related

suspension of the Bay Rides
grocery bus.
“But we have seen, by
mobilizing area children and
youth to make cards for seniors,
recruiting local sewing volunteers
to make masks and gowns for
Northwood folks and others, and
helping deliver pre-made meals,
that the Friendly Neighbour
Program is not just offering a
practical service, but is helping
to keep our community connected
through a network of care.”
For more information on the
Bay Seniors Friendly Neighbour
program’s services, call 902-2218388.

Excitement Builds Over the Old Stone
House on Hwy 103, Sims/Simms Settlement

By Catherine Clute

The old stone house near Exit 6, Hwy 103, Hubbards

When you travel along Hwy 103
between exits 7 and 6, you can spot
the shell of an old stone house on
top of a hill as a silent testimony
from the past.
It first became visible in March
as a result of land clearing work
in anticipation of the next wave of
road construction in the area.
It is the Stonehouse of Simms
Settlement.
Like a lot of people, Mary Ellen
Sims was intrigued by the dwelling.
She lived nearby and her
husband’s family has been in the
area since the 1800s.
She had heard stories about the
building in the past—but thought
it was long gone.
After finally seeing it “appear”
after the trees were cut down, the
Simms Settlement resident turned
to Facebook where she found an
increasing number of pictures,
comments and speculation by
recent visitors to the site.
Sims created a group called
“Save the Simms/Sims Settlement
Stonehouse” to share some of her
family’s knowledge.
The reaction to the group
exceeded her expectations.
In a very short period of time
more than 1,100 people had joined
her and were chiming in, sharing
pictures from their own collection
of other stone dwellings or pictures
from the past of the house.
A committee came together
to “ensure the long-term use of
this beautiful site, for the use of
our community, and the public at
large,” according to Sims.

As she dug deeper into her
family records, Sims discovered
a clear family connection to the
Stonehouse.
The Stonehouse was built in
1926 and Sims has the receipts to
prove it.
Her husband’s grandfather,
Jimmy Jr. Sims, had sold the land
to a Charles E. Bedford and he also
arranged for the construction of the
house, keeping detailed accounts
as to materials and payments for
labour to Vernon and Roderick
Sims, as Mary Ellen discovered
in bookkeeping records from that
period.
“The Stonehouse is stunning,
considering it was not built by
professional people,” says Sims.
According to Mary Ellen, Jimmy
Jr. Sims remained as caretaker of
the property while it changed hands
in 1929, when it was bought by the
Guest family, until at least 1937.
The property was sold again in
1940 to Francis Lawson and again
in 1952, this time to Guildford G.
Harnish.
In 1971 the property was sold to
the province in preparation of the
construction of Highway 103.
The group has run into a bit of a
stone wall after 1971.
It appears the property or parts
of it is back in private hands, but
given the pandemic restrictions
and closures of land deed registry
offices, it has been difficult to take
their research further.
According to Sims, the group

has a plan.
“Our vision is a public park that
will allow safe access for visitors
and for the necessary work to be
done to protect what remains of
the house to ensure its long-term
survival,” she says.
The group has been in touch with
the Hubbards Heritage Society.
“We have such a long list of
fundraisers, we can’t wait to get
started,” says Sims.
The Municipality of the
District of Chester has also been
approached, to ask for their help
in preserving the structure.
Members have also received a
letter from Leo Glavine, Minister
of Communities, Culture and
Heritage, who has indicated the
building will not be impacted by
construction along Highway 103.
In the past few months, the
dwelling has been featured on
television news, on talk radio, and
in other publications.
People who practice
“geocaching” have used the spot in
the past for years without revealing
its location.
Since the Stonehouse is located
along a limited access road and is
on private property, the Save the
Simms/Sims Stonehouse group,
composed of Paul Burnell, Edwina
David and Danielle Barkhouse,
along with George Johnson, who
stepped up to administer the
Facebook group, is not promoting
visits to the site.
“We would like to be given
access to the site, to install supports
for the windows and door frames,”
says Sims, pointing out there may
be an open well on the property
that would also need to be secured.
But until that time “We ask
people to stay home and away
from the Stonehouse for your sake
and the sake of the structure,” says
Sims.
They have, however, loaded
up the Facebook group page with
documents and pictures from the
past to facilitate virtual visits and
will be looking for volunteers to
help when they have legal access
to the site.
“We appreciate the grassroots
support,” says Sims. “It has been
amazing.”
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What
do you
mean you
don’t advertise in
The Masthead News?
I thought everybody did!

Healing Each Other

An op-ed by Dale D. Kaizer
What has happened at the
Northwood Senior Facility
during this COVID-19 outbreak
has left many hearts with an open
wound, although injury can give
us opportunity to grow by our
helping one another to heal.
My sole reason for writing
this article is my concern for the
residents at Northwood, and all
other senior citizen facilities,
to see what can be done to
prevent this situation from ever
happening again.
All laws, rules, regulations and
funding should be examined and
improved where possible, and I
hope that we are all willing to
sacrifice and give of ourselves
to honor, respect, and serve our
seniors.

I’m not interested in pointing
fingers at who’s to blame, other
than accepting my own for not
speaking these words sooner, but
I believe that we owe it to those
who lost their lives and their
families to do whatever it takes
to prevent this from happening
again.
Any and all future positive
changes in how we take care of
our seniors should be a memorial
to them.
Let’s all--Northwood, other
senior facilities, all levels of
government, the media, and all
Nova Scotians--work together
to honor and serve our elders as
they have served each of us, with
our motivation being our love
and compassion for one another.

Filing 2019 Taxes through
the COVID-19 Crisis
The Canada Revenue Agency
has extended its filing and
payment deadlines because of
the COVID-19 crisis.
The deadline for most
individuals to file their 2019 taxes
has been extended to June 1, 2020.
The deadline to pay amounts
owed has also been extended to
September 1, 2020.
Penalties and interest will
not be charged if payments are
made by the extended deadline of
September 1, 2020.
This includes the late-filing

penalty as long as the return is
filed by the same date.
For those who have to pay by
instalments, the June 15, 2020,
payment due date has also been
extended to September 1st.
Instalment penalties and
interest will not be charged for
this payment if it is made by the
above deadline.
For more information on the
filing and payment deadline
changes, go to income tax filing
and payment deadlines: CRA and
COVID-19.

Unicorn Theatre Cancels Drama
Camps but Plans to Offer Small
Group Summer Activities
Unicorn Theatre has decided
to cancel the popular Summer
Drama Camps for this year.
Members of the theatre’s Board
of Directors were reluctant to
make this decision because they
know how important the camps
are to many young people in the
community.
However, they felt that there was
too much risk in having 50 people
a week at the Bay Community
Centre for six weeks, since social
distancing would not be possible
and keeping the facility sanitized
would be challenging.
In lieu of the Summer Drama
Camps, Unicorn Theatre is
planning to offer some small-

group activities such as workshops
as soon as the restrictions are lifted
and the Bay Community Centre
is open.
The directors are hopeful that
some of the 25 th anniversary
events will also take place.
Registration for all programs
would be limited to around 15
people.
Updates on all activities and
events will be posted on the
theatre’s Facebook page and
advertised in The Masthead News.
If members of the community
have any specific questions, they
are welcome to contact the theatre
at info@unicorntheatre.ca or 902826-1687.
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The Masthead News—32 Years Public Seed Library Installed at Crossroads
of Commitment and Fun
Educational Vegetable Garden
By Ron Driskill

As a boy growing up, I always
seemed to do well in spelling and
grammar in all of my grades, and
that eventually led to an interest
in journalism when I reached 18.
At that time, the draft was on
in the United States and I could
either wait until they recruited
me or I could join the Army and
work on a craft that fitted my
interests.
Army recruiters were
notorious about lying to young
men in those days, promising
them things that could never be
fulfilled, but the one I talked to
knew that I was serious about
joining the Army and trying to
get something worthwhile out
of the three years that I would
be serving.
After taking some initial tests,
he said that Congress itself would
send a letter of approval to me,
stating that, after 10 weeks
of basic training to become a
soldier, I would be sent to the U.
S. Army Journalism School in
Fort Slocum, New York.
That commitment was

honored.
For the full three years in
which I served in both Korea
and the United States, I wrote
and edited news stories from all
over the world.
It wasn’t until around 1988
that I decided to start my own
newspaper—a step that many
journalists wished to take, I
understand, but were afraid to
launch.
When I first approached a
graphics artist company in
Halifax and he agreed to design
the first issue of the Masthead
News, I later found out that he
told the printer, “I have another
fly-by-night newspaper for you.
I don’t expect him to stay in
business.”
Thirty-two years later I am still
publishing in the St. Margaret’s
Bay and beyond. We are even
online at www.themastheadnews.
ca
People have told me they love
the paper and never want to see
it stop.
I am now 75 years old and a
Canadian citizen (have been for
40 years).
It is my intention to keep on
plugging until I am called to the
other side either by God or by my
wife, Cynthia, who likes to haunt
me every now and then.
May you continue to enjoy
the paper.

By Joanne Ellis

Ron Driskill
Editor/Publisher

Making the church building
more environmentally friendly
and sustainable for years to come,
the first phase of a large renovation
project is underway at St. Luke’s
United in Upper Tantallon to
upgrade the 1965 roof structure
for new solar panels.
It’s been months in the planning
and, after installation, the building
will become an electricity
generator for Nova Scotia Power
with 135 solar panels across the
back and south-facing sides of its
large roof.
Project team leader, volunteer
Dr. Ian Reid, says, “Working
with Solar City, we believe St.
Luke’s roof can generate about
58 kilowatts during the sunny
summer period and it will fluctuate
throughout the year, but always
contribute to the electricity grid.
“The value of the electricity
then comes back to the church as
income, which helps us pay for
the solar installation and other
building expenses.
“It’s a great deal for everyone.”
A team of dedicated volunteers
has been coordinating this
project for awhile and, due to the
pandemic, only the first phase of it
will be tackled at this time.
The next phase of the renovation
will focus on changes to the
building.
Dr. Reid explains, “Our church
building is a community hub
and all users are really going
to appreciate the next phase of
changes.
“We will be upgrading windows,
insulation, installing heat pumps
and making changes in our three
kitchen areas—all with energy
conservation and efficiency in
mind.”

causing challenges, the release
continues, it is “the number of
larger household items, like
minifridges, patio furniture and
barbecues coming through our
network that have also increased.”
These bulky items often require
a two-person lift, which creates
additional safety challenges and
delays.
“We are taking steps to respond,”
says Canada Post, “while
maintaining physical-distancing.
That includes processing and
delivering on weekends and
additional support from trained,
temporary employees.”
Some parcels may be transferred
to other Canada Post locations for
processing based on capacity.
“While this reduces delays,
customers tracking their items
may notice their parcel is taking a
different route than normal.”
For updates go to www.
canadapost.ca and click on the
banner at the top of the page.
Customer service can be
contacted at 1-866-607-6301.

Deadline for the July 8th Issue
of The Masthead News is June 30th

established the Crossroads
Educational Vegetable Garden in
the spring of 2012.
“We are pleased to have the
support of local businesses and the
St. Margarets Bay Food Bank for
this project,” says Cervelli. “It is a
great show piece inspiring people
to grow their own food in these
uncertain times.”
The garden is located at the
Crossroads in Tantallon, across
from the new Community
Enterprise Centre, and
immediately to the east of the
existing landscape garden installed
by the St. Margarets Bay Garden
Club.

“This garden is an example of
the types of projects conducted by
Transition Bay—those that inspire
and build resilience in the local
community,” said Cervelli.
The vegetable garden is
maintained by volunteers of
Transition Bay and all harvests
are donated to the St. Margarets
Bay Food Bank.
Last fall over 450 pounds of
vegetables were donated.
For more information and to
help maintain and harvest the
garden this season, contact info@
transitionbay.ca or visit www.
transitionbay.ca

The well constructed Seed Library located at the Crossroads Educational
Vegetable Garen in Tantallon

St. Luke’s United Church Goes Solar

Sincerely yours,

Parcel Delays to Continue
as Canada Post Delivers
at Record Levels
Canada Post says that Canadians
should anticipate parcel delays for
the foreseeable future, even as the
postal agency delivers at record
levels.
According to a press release
sent out by the CNW Group
Ltd., Canadians are continuing to
ramp up and diversity their online
shopping.
“Canada Post is responding to
unprecedented parcel volumes
while maintaining important
physical distancing …in our
facilities,” it says. “Processing
record parcel volumes in plants
that were never designed to keep
people two metres apart takes
time.”
Parcel deliveries have been
growing at a record pace.
On Tuesday, May 9th, deliveries
hit an all-time, one-day record
with 2.1 million parcels delivered
to Canadians.
“That’s roughly three times the
norm for this time of year,” the
release says.
It’s not just the volumes that are

Driven by the high levels of
interest in food gardening due
to the COVID-19 pandemic,
Transition Bay volunteers have
installed a public seed library
at the Crossroads Educational
Vegetable Garden in Tantallon.
The Seed Library is contained
within a beautiful weatherproof
box constructed by Dan Fequet,
Boutiliers Point.
The Library is free and open to
the public at any time.
A range of vegetable seeds has
been donated by area growers
and stores.
Families are requested to only
take one packet of seed of each
type, and no more than 5 packets
per family.
Each packet has information
on the type and variety of seed in
the packet.
You can donate seeds to the
library at any time by leaving them
in a separate, marked container
within the library with information
about the type, variety and age of
the seeds.
Volunteers will sort and package
these seeds for distribution.
“Learn how to grow and save
your own seeds for next year, said
Bob Cervelli, Chair of Transition
Bay. “It’s easier than you think for
many types of vegetables.”
Transition Bay St. Margarets

St. Luke’s continues to be
closed at the time of this writing
but construction workers will soon
be on site, led by 1st Electric (solar
panel contractor) and Habermehl
Contracting & Renovations (roof
structure modifications).
Phase one renovations are
expected to continue until late
July.
The building renovations of

phase two will follow at a future
time, when the pandemic is over
and planning can occur.
Plans for public tours and
fundraising events to help pay for
the new solar panels are underway.
Watch St. Luke’s Facebook,
Twitter or website at www.
stlukesunited.ca for project
updates and photos.

A model of how St. Luke’s will look after solar panels have been installed.

The Masthead News ~ The Best Read
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“Acadia Driftwood” Tells of One Family’s
Expulsion from Their Land By Catherine Clute

A lot of things have been put
on hold during these past two
months of the COVID-19 state
of emergency for a lot of people.
We all know of celebrations,
graduations, weddings, funerals,
all kinds of gatherings and
parties that have stopped or been
postponed as we limit our contact
with others.
To add to this list of categories,
we also have book launches.
Baywater native Tyler Leblanc
has spent the last four years
working on his book, “Acadian
Driftwood—the story of one
Acadian family following their
expulsion and their determination

to find a home”.
The book was originally going
to be released in mid-April but,
according to Leblanc, “We decided
to push the official date back due
to the pandemic.”
The book promises to be an
engrossing read, “intended for
the general public, with the goal
of helping increase understanding
of the events of the Expulsion
and aftermath for the Acadian
diaspora,” says Leblanc.
The book was a personal project
of the 31-year-old who admits
he only started to be interested
in his family’s history about five
years ago.

“I’m a long-time fan of historical
nonfiction, particularly titles that
attempt to reconstruct the period
the story is set in, and takes
readers into the history itself,”
says Leblanc.
The book tells the story of
Joseph Leblanc, Tyler’s great
(times eight) grandfather and
Joseph’s 10 siblings.
“As I learned more about the
Expulsion and my ancestors’
connection to it, I decided I wanted
to try to reconstruct the Expulsion,
and the aftermath, in such a way
that I could take readers into the
event, in an attempt to illustrate
the brutality of it all,” he says.
And for the lyrical images of a
poem, or the short lessons we may
have learned in school, Leblanc
was surprised by what he learned.
“I found the sheer brutality and
loss of life during the expulsion to
be the most surprising.
“My conventional education
on the event did not prepare me
for what I found once I started
researching full time.
“Thousands of innocent
people died terrible deaths
over a land squabble between
European powers—pawns in an
imperial chess game, sacrificed
indiscriminately for the benefit of
kings and queens.”
Leblanc hopes readers of his
book “come away with a feeling
that they know a little bit more
about the Expulsion, and the
people whose lives were forever
altered by it.”
He points out this is but one
Expulsion story and there are
thousands more like it.
Since many of us have time on
our hands, perhaps it is a good
time to learn more about history.
The book is published
by GooseLane Editions of
Fredericton, New Brunswick,
and is available to order from their
website now.
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Free Audio Promo Codes
Being Given Out by Local
Author of Children’s Books

Rob Girard, a local author who
has written four books for children
5 to 15 years old, is giving out free
promo codes to obtain the audio
version of his works.
All deal with adventure and the
sea and each of the books includes
“a myriad of sea animals that
actually exist,” Rob said.
When he teaches as a substitute,
the children always ask him for a
story, he said.
His first book, The “Mola
Mola”, tells of a boy who falls into
the sea in a tiny, coastal village and
is miraculously saved by a most
unusual friend—the mola mola.
His second book, “When a
Mermaid Cries”, centers around
Noah, a regular teenager living in
a small coastal community at the
turn of the century.
One day, while playing on a
raft, he gets swept out to sea and
transitions to the world of merpeople.
In his third book, “Where
the Three Worlds Meet”, a boy
named Shannon is involved,
along with a forgotten kayak, a
seal, a Mi’kmaq elder, and a lifechanging adventure on the waters
of St. Margaret’s Bay.
His fourth book, “The Gray”,
centers around a legendary

swordfish along the coast of Cape
Breton, and the lifelong journey of
a renowned sword fisherman who
realizes his first love is no longer
the sea.
“To get to the point,” says Rob,
“I have 50 free promo codes for
each book given to me by the
publisher that I would like to give
away to families who might want
some entertainment during these
COVID days of isolation.”
Although all four books are
available in paperback, audio
book, and eBook, the free codes
are for the audio book versions.
Pass codes look like this
(2PJCWJBA3TFZF). Listeners
can review the books after they
hear them, if they wish.
The promo codes are only
redeemable to Audible.com and/
or Audible.uk customers.
To use the codes, once signed
into one’s Audible account, there
is a link to redeem the codes when
looking to purchase one of the
books.
“If people are interested, they
can contact me through this email,
seasun1@hotmail.com, or by
Facebook messenger, and I will
send them a free code for whatever
book they request (or all four),”
Rob said.

Scams Continue to Plague
Companies and Consumers
Another scam has emerged
on the provincial and national
landscape.
Irving Oil has sent out a letter
warning customers about cyber
criminals who are trying to
obtain account, card and personal
information from Fleet companies
and may pose as employees from
companies customers partner
with.
“They will either call or
email you to request personal
information,” a letter states.
“They may provide company
information or use a partner
company’s branding to appear
legitimate.”
Irving Oil says it will never
contact a person or company by
phone or email and request carrier
ID, password or other confidential
information.
“Please keep your account
information and credentials
secure and do not share them with
anyone,” they are saying.
To ensure the security of your
account, if you have one with

Irving, always remember to (1)
be cautious of calls and emails,
(2) contact Customer Support
to verify the validity of any
suspicious calls or emails, (3)
never share passwords, personal
information or security tokens,
especially over the phone or

through email, and (4) never click
on links or attachments from an
unfamiliar source.
If you suspect that your
information may have been
compromised, call 1-800-5612447.

Dental Offices to Reopen for
Urgent and Emergency Care
Dental offices will reopen for
urgent and emergency care on
June 5th, says the Provincial Dental
Board of Nova Scotia.
This is good news for many.
Types of treatment available
at that time includes dental pain

caused by infections, chipped or
broken teeth and broken fillings,
as well as treatment for dental
emergencies.
Effective June 19 th dentists
will be able to provide all dental
procedures to their patients.

Deadline for the July 8th Issue
of The Masthead News is June 30th

